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Peter writes: 
 
If we go to church it’s not because we’re good, it’s because God is good. 
Nor do we cross the threshold of Wilmot because we are imbued with great 
faith. We don’t choose faith, we choose God, and the Spirit gives us faith 
according to its own measure - some of us great faith and some of us a 
mere mustard seed. Some of us feel sometimes as if we’ve run out of faith 
all together. It’s not for us to judge one another about this. 
 
I remember standing beside a man in church and noticing as we were 
singing a hymn that he was holding the hymn book upside down. He was 
singing along perfectly well and clearly, he was singing the words from 
memory. At first, I was puzzled about the upside down book but as I 
thought about his life story I realized that he couldn’t read. 
 
Instantly my mind left the church service altogether as our minds often and 
appropriately do. Soon in imagination I was exploring his world: his 
raising of children, dealing with applications, written instructions, letters 
from his grandchildren in Toronto. 

 
He couldn’t read, but in his challenged life he had chosen God. He picked up the book and sang as best he 
could. He didn’t choose the intellectual articulations of the faith - the doctrine of the objective 
substitutionary atonement or prevenient grace or postchristian ecotheology. He had chosen God. That’s 
where he stood in his efforts to deal with a world that had left him disadvantaged. That’s where he invested 
his trust. 
 
No, it is not for us to judge ourselves about how much faith we have. God’s spirit gives out faith according 
to God’s own wisdom. How much faith did God give you? A little? A lot? None? (No, not none. If it were 
none you wouldn’t put your feet on the floor in the morning and rise to live another day.) The important 
question is not how much or how little faith you’ve got. The question is the same one we encounter in the 
parable of the talents: What will you do with what the master of the house has entrusted to you?  
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Twenty years ago, the Wilmot congregation did a refit of its 50 year 
old Casavant organ. It was a big job. Volunteers carried almost 2000 
pipes from the organ loft and laid them out in rows on the gym floor. 
The largest of those pipes was 16 feet long and 8 inches in diameter; 
some were smaller than a pen. Each had a sound to make, a note of 
great thunder or a tiny trill. The next time you hear Margaret play 
that organ think of all its many pipes laid out silently on the cold li-
noleum floor, each one with a potential note to sound. 
 
When we set aside judgement and self-doubt, and choose to sing our 
note whether it be lament or praise, we return to God what we have 
been given and we contribute something essential to the music of a 
Christian community. Thank you for being part of things here in 
whatever way seems right to you and the Spirit. Your voice is a wel-
come sound.   
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Ellen writes: 

 Our week has been filled with the usual activities of 
our Wilmot family. The doors of the church swing open 
each day to welcome all.  

On Sunday afternoon, we also saw the Wilmot’s Hospi-
tality Committee welcome many over at “The Drome” 
for an afternoon of bowling. Thank you, Derek and 
Lynn. The smiles and sounds of laughter, fallen pins 
and a few balls bouncing down the alleys said it all.  

Looking out the window earlier that day with ice cover-
ing their world, “Tegan , Hadley & Reese Parker all 
said,“ Not again! We’re never going to get to go to Sun-
day school until the summer! “  It was great to see them 
and so many more enjoying this time together. 

Steven Peacock and Emily Kennedy  

Sunday afternoon saw many brave the icy sidewalks, 
come through our doors and into the sanctuary that has 
such fine acoustics to hear Steven Peacock (classical  

guitarist) and Emily Kennedy (cellist). This wonderful 
afternoon of music celebrated the many expressive    

possibilities of this intriguing pairing of instruments. 

The January storms have thrown a curve at our plans for Sunday mornings. Thanks to 
those of you who were able to make it out to the services. We weren’t many but we 
were happy to be together. If the weather stormed you in, thanks for making the wise 
decision to be safe at home.  The January storms also threw a curve at our   congrega-
tional budget! Please consider making up for missed Sundays over the next few weeks. 
For those who are on PAR - thank you! Your continued support is appreciated. 
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The “Drome”  - Congregation Bowling 

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim   
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the                

congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  


