
Ellen writes: 

When I was growing up here at Wilmot, I went 

to Explorers and CGIT. Helen Squires was one 

of my leaders. She invited the group to come up 

to her house on what was then called Maryland 

Hill – a large green house set back among the 

trees. I don’t remember much about the visit 

except for a hand-carved Winston Churchill – 

an image that has remained with me. 
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A couple of weeks ago, I had a wonderful visit with Mrs. Squires’ 

daughter, Margery  Acheson, and there sitting in her living room was 

Winston Churchill. It was then that I discovered that Margery’s 

grandmother, Susan Squires, had carved it. Beside Churchill were two 

small intriguingly carved chairs.  The story of these beautiful chairs 

begins back in the 1850’s. Susan Squires, a member of the Fredericton 

Methodist Church (Wilmot United Church as of 1925), rescued some 

wood from the organ that had been destroyed (along with the church) 

in the fire of 1850. From that wood Susan carved the chairs. Her 

husband, Nathan, was also a carver as well as a woodturner. He actually made several 

pieces for the church that was being built in the 1850s – the one in which we now worship.  

He put his skills towards carving a number of the semi-circular trays to hold communion 

glasses. He turned the wooden chalices that sit on the corners of the railing of the choir 

loft.  I share this with you, not only to learn a little more of our church history but also to 

be reminded of the many hands and hearts that have gone into creating a place to worship 

as well as caring for the needs of the congregation. This has been evident for every 

generation. In the past few months, Wilmot has seen many 

individuals step forward to help us care for the building 

and for our congregation. This week’s Newsletter will 

focus on three of our workers:  Randy Randall (our 

sexton), Greg Black (Property Committee) and Shirley 

Cleave (Chair of Council), Wilmot says: “Thank you!” to 

these 3 as well as to all of you for supporting our church so 

faithfully over the past few months. THANK YOU 



 

Moncton and I lived my early years in Coverdale NB. After graduating in 1979 from UNB 

with a Engineering degree, Beverley and I moved to Chatham Ontario, to work for Union 

Gas. After 21 years we moved back to Fredericton where I worked for Enbridge Gas, for 

15 years. My career included designing natural gas pipeline systems, designing, 

constructing, and operations of Utility buildings. 

My hobbies, include handy man projects, I have always been handy with my hands, and 

growing up in rural NB my parents made sure that I had the necessary skills to make and 

fix things that I need. A midlife crisis, since returning to Fredericton, for me was to obtain 

my motorcycle license. I wasn’t sure about riding a motorcycle but I took on the challenge 

slowly. I have travelled to Toronto, however my favourite annual trip is Fundy Park. 

Greg writes: 

My role as part of the Covid team here at Wilmot is to 

support the physical requirements necessary for the 

property. These programs include, development of 

plans for ongoing sanitation requirements, building 

inspections and accessing products suitable for Covid 

sanitation. The Covid committee here at Wilmot is a 

great team that brings experience and ideas together to 

ensure we are on track with the vision of Wilmot 

Church during these different times. 

I have been retired for 5 years and while I am busy 

with many aspects of my life, taking time for this very 

worthwhile problem, is rewarding to me. I was born in 

Beverley and I have attended Wilmot since Welcome 

Back Sunday, September 2001. Many of you know 

why Beverley and I were called to Wilmot, for those 

of you who don’t, approach me some day and I will 

be glad to tell you about this event. I have three 

children, and one grandchild. My grandchild, 

Emmalaya has attended Wilmot since Fathers day 

June 17, 2012. My favourite activity these days is to 

watch my granddaughter pretend to do performances, 

whether, she is imitating movies, dancing or most 

recently gymnastics, she is wonderful to watch. 

Emmalaya 



At Wilmot I am active on various 

committee, including Finance and 

Property. I am the Chair of the 

Property Committee. A very rewarding 

aspect of Wilmot is the Cuba 

Committee and the development of our 

current relationship with friends and 

organizations in Cuba. During these 

Covid times the church building 

continues to need maintenance and 

repairs. A major project that was recently completed is to replace the roofing on the Spires 

of the Church. 

The ongoing planning and work behind the scenes will mitigate the risk of exposure during 

these times. Learning how to participate in Zoom meetings is a positive outcome that I 

would not have experienced if it wasn’t for the Covid. I hope that we can look back on 

these times and find something positive. 

Shirley writes: 

When I arrived in Fredericton in July 1979, I had no expectation 

that I would still be here in 2020.  The Maritimes were not totally 

foreign territory as my Grandmother Cleave was raised on PEI 

and I had travelled east with family a couple of times.  We 

camped at Mactaquac Provincial Park and I remember touring the 

Fish Hatchery.    

I joined UNB’s Faculty of Physical Education and Recreation 

(now Kinesiology) as the Recreation Director.  A few years later, 

I completed my PhD at the University of Illinois, 

and became a faculty member.  There is nothing 

like living in another country to make you appreci-

ate Canada.  I taught a variety of graduate and un-

dergraduate courses in recreation and sport man-

agement, managed internships, and supervised 

graduate students.  My research interests were in 

the areas of volunteerism, leadership and student 

development.   

I spent the last 10 years of my career at UNB as 

the Associate VP Academic responsible for the Cesky Krumlov in the Czech Republic 



learning environment, which included most student related 

matters that didn’t fall on anyone else’s desk.  One of 

those ‘student related matters’ was pandemic planning 

which include managing UNB’s response to H1N1.  I am 

very glad to be retired and not having to deal with chal-

lenges created by COVID 19 at UNB.  I fully retired in 

fall 2018, but I still serve as a University Orator and as a 

reviewer for a couple of academic journals. 

Having been raised in the United Church, I checked out a number of United Churches 

when I arrived.  I was welcomed to Wilmot by Joyce Matheson and stayed.  Over the 

years, I have served on a variety of committees, including Session, Board/Council, Stew-

ards/Finance and Property, Hospitality, Nominating, and several ad hoc visioning & plan-

ning groups.  I am a long standing member of the Handbell Choir.  Since retiring, I am 

enjoying quilting, knitting, and participating in UCW and the Book Club.  I currently 

chair the Church Council and have been very appreciative of the commitment and hard 

work many people have put in as we navigate this time of COVID 19 at Wilmot.   

When Joyce Matheson joined the Maritime Conference Staff, she asked me to be her liai-

son on the Staff Committee and thus began my involvement at other levels in the church.  

I served on various committees of Maritime Conference for over 20 years.  I also served 

on the General Council Executive for 10 years and have attended four General Councils. I 

am grateful for the many opportunities that I have been afforded by the United Church. 

Much of my volunteer activity has been through the church, but I have also been active in 

a number of professional, academic and community based organizations.  I am currently 

past president of Greater Fredericton Social Innovation, a social planning organization 

that is committed to collaborative approaches to enhance the well-being of all Frederic-

tonians.  

While much of my vacation time and travel for the last 40+ years has been annual trips 

back to Ontario in the summer and at Christmas to visit family and friends, in the last few 

years I have been able to travel more broadly.   Cuba 

has provided a pleasant winter get away with friends 

for the last several years, but not this year!  With my 

sister, Pat, I have made a couple of trips to Italy, in-

cluding visits with Judy Loo, a friend and former mem-

ber of Wilmot.  Last year, we took a Danube River 

Cruise and spent a week in Prague.  I am not a photog-

rapher, but Ellen wanted photos so here are a few from 

my trips. 

Baking Potatoes in Salt in 

Cooking Class in Assisi, Italy 

Leaving Cuba 



Randy writes: 

I was born and raised here in Frederic-

ton. When I was about 13 or 14, I began 

to accompany my Mother when she 

cleaned McAdam Ave. School. As she 

worked the night shift, she wasn’t really 

comfortable being in the school by her-

self so I would go along with her helping 

clean the classrooms, mop and vacuum. 

My Dad began to work as the custodian of Devon School and when I was able, I 

would go along with him. In 2003, Emmett Handrahan, custodian here at Wilmot, was 

on sick leave and my father filled in for him. I would often come over and help him 

with the cleaning. When Emmett retired, I applied for the position.  The Rev. Dr. Peter 

Short  and the Rev. Isabel Black were ministers at Wilmot at the time. I enjoyed hear-

ing of the history of the building and so cleaning it was not a problem but a pleasure. 

In my spare time, when COVID allowed more move-

ment, I travel throughout the Maritimes and the East 

Coast of Maine looking for antiques. I had grown up in 

an old Victorian House in Devon and my mother taught 

me to appreciate antiques. The antique that I am most 

proud of is an Edison phonograph with cylinder records 

from the early 1900s.  Of course, I am also very proud of 

my 2002 bright red Ford Mustang. During the summer, 

you may see it sitting in Wilmot’s parking lot but during 

the winter, it is safely put away. 

Randy stands by the William Morris and Edward 
Burne-Jones stained glass window holding a book 

he found on William Morris. 

COVID has changed some of the practices for cleaning.  
There is a check list to run through each day to be sure 
that we have followed the recommendations of the gov-

ernment. That is fine. What I miss most are the people 
and I will be glad when the church is open once again.  

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church as the 
congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  


