WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
Week Of July 27, 2020

Ellen writes:

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

The boat pulled up to the wharf on a warm
Sunday afternoon in one of the many ports on
the Newfoundland coast. Much of the village
gathered on the wharf to watch as the people
and their supplies were unloaded. This village
relied upon a daily coastal boat and ferry
service that went from port to port, village to
village. They were a community unto
themselves. They were neighbors, friends and
family.

Communities can be found throughout the world – in villages, towns, small and large cities.
They exist within organizations, work places and social groups. They are an important part
of our world structure. Jesus, his disciples and his friends formed a community - a
community that cared for each other.

Wilmot’s community of faith has come together on the corner of King and Carleton since
1832. People of all ages have come to worship, to serve, and to be together in community.
During these months of COVID-19, Wilmot has continued to value and respect that
community – but it has not been without its challenges. We have attempted to stay
connected trying to maintain the sense of belonging but patiently await that day when we
can return to the church – to worship, to gather together, for W@W and Saturday night
drop-in, to listen to stories, to share a cup of tea and to see the joy on the faces of our
children and youth.
We are working towards seeing our doors open in the Fall so that we can welcome you
back. If there is anything else we could be doing to keep our community connected or if
you need anything, just give me a call (206-1943) or drop me a line at:
(ellen.beairsto2@gmail.com).
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*** For the month of August, we will not be sending out our weekly Newsletters.
Our next one will come your way, the first week of September when we welcome
Peter back. Looking forward to it.
Three more of Wilmot’s community who have been busy over the past months and to
whom we say, “Thank you! “. Craig Frame (Treasurer), Dave Chisholm (Property
Committee) and Judy Coates (M&P) will share a little of their story.

Craig writes:

I was born in Brandon, Manitoba while my father was minister at the United Church in nearby Rivers. I am the son,
grandson, and great grandson of United Church ministers.
My “calling” was never to ordered ministry but to work at
living my faith and providing such leadership as I could to
help build and support strong faith communities that I have
been a part of.

Craig Frame

I grew up on the prairies, spending my first 23 years living
in Grande Prairie, Edmonton and Winnipeg. I knew I had
roots in the Maritimes, and I have enjoyed exploring those
while living here. My wife Barb and I moved to Fredericton
from Winnipeg 40 years ago and have been attending
Wilmot church since 1988. Barb began her 32-year teaching
career while I finished my Forestry degree at UNB. I spent
my 30-year career in forestry with the New Brunswick
Department of Natural Resources.

Barb and I have two sons. Christopher, who with wife Amanda and grandsons Aiden (6)
and Ciaran (4) moved back to Fredericton last spring. Younger son Geoffrey lives in
Calgary. Family has always been very important to us. Our living in Fredericton has meant
frequent trips across the country to visit with family. Having our grandchildren within 15
minutes has been such a wonderful change in our lives. 2020 has for us, like so many
others, a tough one as we can’t travel to see family out west.
After retiring, I have been able to undertake more volunteer involvement in Wilmot’s ministry. Most recently I served as a member of both Wilmot on the Move and Wilmot
Growing Together committees. I have served on the Stewards and the Ministry & Personnel committees, chaired the Council, and currently serve as the church treasurer. This past
year and a half has been eventful with changes to office staffing, a new bookkeeping
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system and the effects of the pandemic
on how we function as a church.
I love spending time with my grandsons
(and their parents!). Barb and I also
love to travel and while world travel is
currently limited (no trips to Spain, Ireland, Quebec and western Canada this
year) we enjoy exploring and camping
around New Brunswick. Our little tent
trailer, that my parents bought second
hand around 1966, continues to bring us
much joy.
Doing genealogical research on both
my and Barb’s families occupies lots of
my time. My 4th great paternal grandfather, Matthew Frame, emigrated to
Nova Scotia in 1766 from County
Donegal, Ireland. In 1913, my maternal
grandfather, John Craig, emigrated to
Toronto from County Donegal. I find it
fascinating to learn that my parents met
in a church youth group in Winnipeg
and that their ancestors had lived in
County Donegal separated by almost
190 years but only 12 kilometers.

Craig and Barb

At Wilmot, we have been so blessed by
the diversity, passion, and faithfulness
of the congregation. The church was
always a buzz with many wonderful
programs, and we have pivoted quite
successfully to our virtual community
all the while hoping that this doesn't
last. I can’t wait to see how we come
out of this pandemic time and move
forward as an even stronger community
of faith.

Craig with grandsons
Ciaran (4) and Aiden (6)
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Dave writes:
Hi all! I am Dave Chisholm. I was born
into a United Church family and came to
Fredericton in 1967 (when I was 12) when
my father was called to be Wilmot’s
minister – Reverend Phillips Brooks
Chisholm, better known as Phil.
The welcoming community at Wilmot
opened their door to our young family.
Unfortunately, Dad passed away in 1971
and just 2 years later, my mom, Ruth, died
in a car accident. These were difficult years
but many friends and family stepped
forward to support us.
Dave and two of his grandchildren
In the years that followed, I attended the University of New Brunswick and graduated
from Business Administration. After graduation I worked for many years in the grocery
business in management. Then I decided to have a change and am presently working for
Degree Technologies.
I have been in Fredericton since we moved here in 1967. I met Jennifer at Wilmot and
soon after was proud to call her my girlfriend, then fiancé and then wife. Jennifer is the
daughter of Mary (deceased) and Bill Young. Bill sits in the choir in the back row on the
right side.

Dave and Jennifer

Jennifer and I have been married 44 years
and have two grown children – Amy
Thornton and Rob Chisholm, and five
wonderful grandchildren – Emily, Abby,
Jillian, Jake and Brady. I have served on
several committees at Wilmot, and am
currently on the Property Committee. I also
serve as Chief Teller several weeks throughout the year. I look forward to the day when
we can safely open Wilmot’s doors again.
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Judy writes:

Judy and John Coates with hand hugs
mailed from Lachlan & Finn

My growing up years occurred in Southern
Ontario, living until University years in the
village of Plattsville (between Kitchener &
Woodstock). My mother became a widow when
I was 7, brother 5 & 2 older teenage sisters.
Thus, she had to return to work and our
community & extended family were very
supportive. We were raised with that strong
protestant work ethic to be independent &
responsible, to be involved in the community.
Church played a central role in our lives…”Lord
of the Dance” was radical when my Hi-C youth
group introduced it to the congregation! My

mother took on committee roles, was an active UCW member, and having her adult
children attend church with her was important to her. She became a role model in many
ways (of course at the time this wasn’t recognized!) Her encouragement and support in
many ways fostered our personal development & provided new developmental
experiences such as working as a young teen during summer for a Jewish Barrie Ont.
family as a mother’s helper, taking part in
Toronto at a UC sponsored Drop In centre
while hosted by a church family, being a
Rotary Exchange student in Finland (before
internet days) and summer work in the local
sandpaper factory.
Fast forward, I met John at my first Social
Work job with Catholic Children’s Aid
Society in Toronto. After marriage, I joined
John where he was working for a community
social service agency in Strathroy Ontario and
I worked for CNIB out of London. In 1984,
we made the decision for John to take a job as
a Social Work professor at St. Thomas
University & move to Fredericton with Tim
age 4 & Nick 11m. As for many ‘come from
away’ transplants in Fredericton, we came for
a few years & stayed 36!
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Tim & Johanna, Jasper

Nick & Dawn with their dog
Walter. Nick is UC minister at
Red Deer Lake UC, Calgary

Although we initially settled into going to church
at St Paul’s United and Holy Family (John’s faith
tradition) we ended up making St Paul’s our home
church before Wilmot. Our 3d son Elliot, was born
in 1986. Fredericton became their home and it has
provided us the life style of my choice & privilege
- to be an at home mom & involved in the
community. After Tim experienced a CISV
program, we along with others started a chapter of
‘CISV- building global friendship’ in Fredericton.
This became my passion & engaged me for many
years. I’m so proud to see the chapter’s growth,
fostering peace education, enriched world view &
leadership skills in many youth through the work
& dedication of so many volunteers. (side note…
Ellen while a teacher took four 11yr old's to a four
week CISV camp in Brazil!)
Our sons are now living their lives in New Jersey,
New York, and Calgary. We are blessed to have 3
lovely women join our family along with 3
grandsons… all healthy and happy on their life
journey.

Elliot & Kate, Lachlan & Finn
Lachlan & Finn with hand
hugs sent from G&G
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Tegan forwarded us a picture of "Jesus calling his
disciples" created on the shores of the Bay of Fundy.
He calls it the "Sea of Pocologan".

Susan Squires, grandmother of Margery Acheson, carved these two small beautiful chairs
and the seated elderly couple. The story of these carvings begins back in the 1850’s when
Susan, a member of the Fredericton Methodist Church (Wilmot United Church as of 1925),
rescued some wood from the organ that had been destroyed (along with the church) in the
fire of 1850. From that wood these items were carved.
(See last week's Newsletter for the rest of the story).

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church
as the congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.
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