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Ellen writes:
“If the photographer is interested in the people in front of their
lens, and if they are compassionate, it’s already a lot. The
instrument is not the camera but the photographer.” (Eve
Arnold)

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

We have been blessed over the past 3 months to work alongside
of a very compassionate and passionate team. Although there
have been times when I have walked away from the taping
wondering what that Sunday would be like, I have always had

confidence in the team. Jeff Beairsto and John Leroux seem to work miracles with the various segments
pulling them together with such skill and attention to detail. They survey our sanctuary and bring to life little
corners of its history. Even when I suggested that I tell last week’s children’s story from the belfry, there was
no hesitancy in leading the way up the stairs. Thank you, Jeff and John, for being such a vital part of our team.
This week marks the beginning of our combined services with St. Paul’s as Downtown United. Our ten weeks
together are always an enriching time. Although we will continue to do Virtual Services throughout the
summer, I look forward to our time together in a whole new way.
Blessings, my friends. Have a good week.

A Follow-up on one of our Storytimes

"A number of years ago now, the Rev. Cliff Moase carved
a wooden hand modeled after Wilmot's. He remembers it
being carved one evening after supper from a leftover
stair railing. For Cliff, it took less than a couple of hours
with a jig saw, a carving knife, and an old fashioned
pocket knife to create the hand. Well done, Cliff!"
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Jeff writes: (Jeff Beairsto)
The proud father of Pearl and Evelyn and the lucky husband
of Winnie Hsu, I am blessed to be a member of the Wilmot
Church congregation. Baptized into the church as an infant,
I was confirmed by Rev. Cliff Moase and have attended
reasonably regularly except during the 90’s when I was
studying at UNB and McMaster. Winnie and I met while
studying at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. She
moved back to Fredericton with me and we married in
2004.

I’ve worked for the same company for the past 20 years mostly with a focus on designing health
information systems. We created an EMR which uses a novel, opportunistic, automatic, and
asynchronous data replication scheme. This means that, even with only occasional internet connectivity,
each facility (>40) throughout the country can have access to a one-patient:one-record EHR.
This has led to significant improvements to care delivery and health outcomes in Belize. As proud as I
am of Pearl and Evelyn I’m prouder still that our system underpinned significant and sustained
decreases in maternal mortality, infant mortality, mother-to-child transmission of HIV, and hypertension
related morbidity and mortality. I’ll never forget the day I was working in the hospital in Dangriga
when a tool that I designed and deployed saved a patient’s life. We’ve also deployed to St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and Barbados.

Outside of work, I love time with the family; sailing in the
summer and skiing in the winter. Photography and astronomy
are my two principal hobbies. I’ve enjoyed photography since
I was a young boy and was allowed to shoot my own roll of
black and white film on an old Kodak 620 camera. I still
picture my favourite image of that roll; a portrait of
grandmother Margaret Beairsto. When I worked at Harvey
Studios in high school and university, I was lucky to learn a
fair amount from Ted and Bruce Atkinson.

Since high school I’ve added to my camera collection including being the
grateful recipient of many cameras from my old friend Ian Brown. My
collection exceeds 120 cameras ranging from miniature spy cameras to largeformat field-cameras. The crown jewel is a functioning 8” Kodak Cirkut
camera made at the turn of the last century. I only wish I had a proper space to
display them all.
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In the year before a milestone birthday I ticked off a few ‘firsts’. I hatched my
first butterfly, made maple syrup, butter tarts, wild-berry pies, and jelly (lilac),
visited the site where John McCrea penned In Flanders Fields, shaved my
head (cancer solidarity), made and carried a ‘protest sign’, became a greatuncle to Eleanor Young, and owing to COVID: I let Winnie cut my hair and
sewed up several face masks. For my recent 50 th birthday I was given a new
telescope that is well suited to astrophotography allowing me to merge my
hobbies. Every clear and starry night is quite welcome.

Filming and editing the worship videos during COVID with the help of John Leroux has been a real
pleasure. John, Doug Beairsto, and I are the lucky audience to the prayers, sermons, and uplifting music
in our beautiful sanctuary. I’m glad to play a small part in bringing that to others.

John writes: (John LeRoux)
I’m a relative newcomer to Wilmot, and you can point the finger at my cameraman colleague and friend Jeff Beairsto, and
recently retired minister Rose-Hannah Gaskin, for the introduction to the congregation. In a fitting beginning, I was asked to
give a “sermon” during a 2011 service on the church’s magnificent stained glass, which were prominently featured in my
2010 book “Glorious Light: The Stained Glass of Fredericton.”
I accepted immediately, as my love of history, Fredericton, art,
architecture, and yes, public speaking, could come to the fore.
This love of culture is shared by my wife Meghan and our two
daughters, Tait (13) and Ana (11). All four of the Leroux clan
are proud to be members of Wilmot, with the girls thinking
very highly of Ellen and the youth group fellowship.

I met Meghan in 1994 when she was singing a traditional Scottish song in Officer’s Square as a member of the
Calithumpians (I was one up to 1993). My voice, however, hit its apex almost 30 years ago, so don’t expect
much there. Meghan is a lifelong Frederictonian, and is
a physiotherapist at the Stan Cassidy Rehabilitation
centre. Our girls are devotees of art, music, drama and
sport: Tait in speedskating and Ana in ringette.
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As a proud, fluently bilingual New Brunswicker, and for the past twenty
-five years as a practicing architect, curator and artist, I’ve endeavoured
to involve and inspire interest in heritage, citizenship, culture, environmental responsibility and social justice by being a vocal champion and
enthusiastic writer. Having worked at award-winning architecture firms
in Toronto and Atlanta, I moved home in 2000 to make a difference in a
place I care deeply about.

I’ve published thirteen books on New Brunswick architecture and visual
art. Many include Wilmot United Church, including “Building Capital:
A Guide to Fredericton’s Historic Landmarks,” “Building New Brunswick: an architectural history,” and “Glorious Light.” Right now I’m the
manager of Collections and Exhibitions at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery
– a national treasure.

In addition to my architecture and curatorial
career, I’ve pursued teaching and research at
UNB, STU and NBCCD, along with critical
writing, media features, and public speaking
on art & architecture, technological innovation, education, business development, and
civic issues. Having worked and studied internationally in such varied places as Italy, the
United States and Bangladesh, I was privileged to represent our nation on the international stage as a team member of Canada’s
entry at the 2012 Venice Biennale in Architecture – the most important architecture event in the world. Closer to home, I was honoured to be chosen
as Prince Charles' personal tour guide during the 2012 Royal Visit to Saint John. At the moment, I volunteer on a number of boards in New Brunswick and Maine, and I have nearly completed a PhD degree in history at UNB, where I played on their varsity lacrosse team in 2014 in my mid-40s.
I am the first to admit that I have been given much, and I try my best to give back as much as I can.

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church as the
congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.
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