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Ellen writes: (thankful for the research done 

by Anita Jones) 

In 1911, the Rev. Neill McLauchlan asked to 

have an electric fixture on the pulpit. We are 

not sure if it was for a light or a microphone – 

either way, they would need electricity which 

was not in the church. At that point, the 

lighting of the church was by the acetylene 

fixtures. By 1916, the acetylene lights needed 

to be replaced and so the congregation 
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decided to install electricity. At the evening service of January 20, 1918, the electric 

lights were turned on for the very first time in Wilmot’s sanctuary.  

Even though the acoustics have always been incredible, I can’t imagine 

presiding at a service with no sound system. It is not known when the 

first sound system was installed, but I am sure that it was very much 

appreciated. As the years slipped by, new equipment was installed. For 

those hearing impaired, a number of acousticons were placed in some of 

the smaller pews. (see photo). 

The person would hold the receiver to one ear by a handle on a “stick”. The volume 

control was attached to the pew. (I believe there are still a few of the volume control 

boxes still remaining in the pews.) CFNB (the local radio station) began broadcasting 

Sunday Services for those unable to come to church. They would rotate among the 

churches. I remember as a child walking into church and seeing the large “CFNB” mic 

up by the pulpit. I would smile because I knew that on that Sunday we would be finished 

by 12:00. Over the years that followed our sound system has been upgraded many times 

– most recently just this past year. Tape ministry, CDs, podcasts and now virtual Sunday 

Services – a lot has happened sound wise over the past 100 years at Wilmot but none of 

this would have been possible without the support of so many. Our Newsletter today 

focuses on two more of our Virtual Sunday Worship Team – this time, our very talented 

sound team – Doug Beairsto and Peter Gough. Thank you, Doug and Peter. 
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than twenty years. In the time since the 

restoration, Peter has accumulated many 

sound files of Wilmot music and services. The 

thought of Wilmot being deprived of the 

sounds of our million-dollar instrument 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic prompted 

him to come forward with music files to 

supplement the carefully planned virtual 

services being created by the ministers and 

their team. He hastens to add his appreciation 

for and admiration of the Wilmot Choir over 

the years, and awaits the live sound of the 

choir in Sunday worship. 

Peter Gough is using a sound editing 

program on his computer, preparing the 

Virginia Leiter postlude for our June 28 

YouTube service. 

Peter Gough plays his 1964 Hammond 

organ. This organ is similar in sound to 

the Wilmot Hammond organ that was in 

use between 1935 and 1951, before the 

Casavant pipe organ was installed. 

Peter Gough - Peter’s fondness for organ music 

dates back to his preschool years. He recalls that, 

at age 10, he was in church on Sunday, February 

18, 1951 when the pipe organ was dedicated. He 

made his way to the console to watch his piano 

teacher, Wilmot’s organist David R. Howat play 

the postlude. When Tom Morrison arrived in 

1955 as our organist and choir director, Peter, in 

high school, started organ lessons and continued 

through first year university. 

His fascination with the organ continued for 

many years, through the organ restoration project 

in 2000 and 2001 which he coordinated. He 

assisted with the semi-annual tuning for more 

Doug (Beairsto) writes: 

I first attended Wilmot 69 years ago 

with my parents, Bill and Peggy Beair-

sto.  My father was a pharmacist and 

owned Savage’s Drug Store at the cor-

ner of York and King Streets. I worked 

part-time in the store in high school. I 

was in the Youth Choir and Scouts at 

Wilmot. 

Doug at Work on Virtual Service 
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I graduated from Fredericton High School in 1969 and started at UNB in Electrical Engi-

neering. I became a volunteer with Radio UNB, the I campus radio station, and soon be-

came their engineer. I helped the station grow from a closed-circuit station (that broadcast 

to the campus residences) to Fredericton’s first low-power FM station (CHSR-FM 97.9) in 

1981. I served for many years on the Board of the National Campus/Community Radio As-

sociation creating a national communication network for stations before the development 

of email. I still volunteer at CHSR as Treasurer of their Board and look after equipment 

support. 

My work at the radio station led to summer jobs as a technician at CBC Fredericton. After 

4 years of Engineering, I decided to take a few years off. I worked for 1-1/2 years as an A/

V technician at UNB and in 1975 began full-time work with CBC Fredericton. That includ-

ed work in the summer of 1976 in Montreal at the Summer Olympics where I worked the 

overnight shift in the Technical Control Centre. I still remember the day I was in the Olym-

pic Stadium with 73,000 people watching the Opening Ceremonies.   

I went back to UNB in 1977 to complete my degree in Computer Science while continuing 

to work at CBC. After graduation in 1980 I started work with UNB Computing Services 

supporting mainframe hardware and data communications. We had the largest IBM main-

frame east of Montreal. I managed the procurement group for 17 years when personal com-

puters arrived on campus. In 2005 I became Senior Technology Strategist documenting our 

Technical Architecture and researching new and emerging technology. In 2010 I retired af-

ter 31 years with Computing Services/Integrated Technology Services. I’ve worked on 

many UNB Alumni events and served many years on the Alumni Council. 

In 1974 I was asked to help with the technical design for the new Aitken Centre.  I have 

provided technical support for concerts, graduations (university and high school), sports 

and other events at the Aitken Centre since the building opened in 1976. That experience 

led to technical design support for other buildings on campus including the Richard J. 



4 

Currie Center. For the past 10 years, I’ve worked part-time with the Faculty of Kinesiology 

providing technical and live event production support for athletic facilities. I also support 

Wilmot’s sound system and have provided support to several other local churches for their 

systems.   

My main hobby for the past 30 years 

has been genealogy researching my an-

cestors (Howland, Beairsto and 

McNaughton families).  I spend a week 

in Boston each year doing research.  

John Howland (my 7-G grandfather) 

arrived on the Mayflower in 1620, 

George Barstow (my 7G grandfather) 

arrived in Massachusetts from England 

in 1635 and Robert and Margaret 

McNaughton (my grandparents) arrived 

in Canada from Scotland in 1914.  A 

few years ago, I visited Howland House 

in Plymouth, MA where John Howland 

lived in his later years with his son Jab-

ez and family.  The interior of the house 

was restored back to 1668. Joseph How-

land (my 4-G grandfather) arrived in 

New Brunswick (Burton area) in 1763. 

Johnson Beairsto (my great grandfather) 

arrived in Fredericton in 1850 and was 

the first Beairsto to attend our church. 

I served for many years on the Board of 

Trustees and as an usher and teller. I’m 

currently a member of the Finance and 

Property Committee. 

I’ve enjoyed working on the virtual ser-

vices for the past few months and look 

forward to the day when we can wel-

come everyone back together in the 

Sanctuary. 

 

Howland House in Plymouth, MA 

Mayflower Replica 

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church as 
the congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  


