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Peter writes: 
 
“We are not alone” 
 
These are the words that launch us into our statement of faith. 
One of the deep blessings of belonging to the Wilmot 
community is the blessing of companionship. 
 
Perhaps you’ve noticed how much Jesus was alone. The first 
step in his work took him into 40 days and 40 nights alone in 
the wilderness. He leaves the wilderness having kept body and 
soul together and begins to teach with an imagination of crystal 
brilliance. But he is misunderstood, mocked, vilified. His 
disciples whom one would expect to absorb his incisive stories 
seem to be in a perpetual fog of incomprehension. The people 
of his village reject him. He is in conflict with his mother. The 
authorities attempt to silence him. Yet it is the sound of his cry 
at the end, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” that 
makes his aloneness seem most complete. 
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Like him we can spend much time alone: alone in the midst of crowds, alone in the midst of 
friends, and always alone at the end. Even if we are surrounded by loved ones we will 
embark on that last great passage alone. Set against this vulnerability, human 
companionship is never to be taken for granted. It is a victory and a gift of grace.  
 
I’ll tell you a little story as kindling for your own stories of companionship. 
 
Roberta was in the hospital, her condition grave. Lois went to visit her. Roberta informed 
Lois that she was going home tomorrow and asked Lois to help her pack a bag. They were 
conversing about this when a nurse entered the room and whispered to Lois that Roberta 
was not going home tomorrow. But she was and she did.  
 
Roberta spent some of her precious last hours dreaming of going home in the presence and 
companionship of an old friend. It is hard to imagine anything more precious. 
 
When in our creed we say, “we are not alone” we are speaking a great blessing. Belonging 
in a community of faith may at times be frustrating, even annoying. But when the chips are 
down we find it priceless beyond any telling of it. 
 
Our statement of faith ends with this: 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Thank you for being part of our life together. Do you have a story of companionship? I’d be 
grateful and honoured if you would share it with me. petershort99@gmail.com 
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Will & Dan Luton 

Will is studying electrical engineering at 
Dal.  Spent last fall as a co-op student at 
Syncrude in Alberta. Still competing in    

debate competitions!  Dan lives and works 
in Calgary for a public accounting firm and 
working towards his CPA and training for a 

marathon! 

(Photo Credit Keith Minchin)  

Madeline Messenger did an           
internship in Botswana this past 

summer and is now back at 
Queen's finishing up her program 

in Global Development. 

Ellen writes: 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 
13:13 

As each of our youth graduate, it has been Wilmot’s 
custom for several years now to present them with 
an Inukshuk  - originally built as a landmark to help 
in navigation – but now thought of as a symbol of 
safety, hope and friendship. These young people 
have become such an important part of Wilmot’s 
family and have made their way into our hearts and 
our prayers as we have become a part of theirs. 
Those inukshuks have found their way into dorms, 
apartments, on windowsills, bedside tables across 
North America and beyond - one is even in the 
United Arab Emirates. A philosopher once wrote: 
The family is one of nature’s masterpieces. George 
Santayana  How blessed we are. 

Where are these young people now?  Enjoy the pic-
tures of some of them. This will be a “to be contin-
ued...” story, for sure. 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

Lucie Vezina                    
UNB - Bachelor of Arts 
(major: sociology) and a 

Bachelor of Sciences (major: 
biology)  
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Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim   
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the                

congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  

Nicola and brother Jack 
Seguin in Amsterdam 
Jack (UNB) / Nicola    

(St. FX in 2018) taught 
English in Prague and in 
the Fall heading to the 
UK to do a Masters in   

Journalism  

Andrew Connor (UNB 2018) 
& Jacqueline Young (UNB in 

Master in Engineering         
Program)  To be married on    

July 4, 2020 

Lesley O'Brien is teaching school in 
Abu Dhabi, UAE.  When she finally 
found an apartment, she unpacked her 
inukshuk with a smile of gratitude. 

Matthew Chase      
NBCC in Moncton    
studying Business      

Administration        
Management 

Rose Messeger in her dorm room at the 
College Conservatory of Music at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati where she is studying 
for a BFA in Musical Theatre.  Notice (if 

you can) her inuksuk on her desk   


