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Peter writes: 
 
“We are not alone.”  
 
The creed says it but as the pandemic 
tightens its grip everything feels as if we 
are more and more - well - alone. When 
we first encountered the term “social 
distancing” it sounded like a mild form of 
restraint. But as I write this our Region has 
directed all church buildings to be closed 
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to worship and to gatherings. As a minister I am instructed to 
work from home but if I do happen to enter the church (I am 
not a “gathering”) I can feel its silence and solitude. 
 
But then I remember some of the stories the church keeps in 
its 168 year old treasury. For me the stories are alive and 
living in the church and holding the space until we can gather 
there again. Perhaps you have stories too, memories of 
something special that happened here, perhaps in the kitchen 
or at the font or in the midst of a project that brought people 
together. Here’s one of the stories I remember. 
 
I was in my office at the church one afternoon - this was about 
15 years ago - when a man appeared at my door. He 
introduced himself and then he said, “You don’t know me. I 
live in Vancouver. I’m retired now but I grew up here in 
Fredericton. When I was a child I went to Sunday school in 
this church.”  
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He paused. Then he said, “One day I stole a book from the Sunday 
School. I don’t know where the book might be today and it can’t be 
worth much money but this memory has stayed near me all my life. 
I’ve come back to say I’m sorry and to make a donation to the 
church as a way of making things right.” 
 
We talked for a few minutes. Then he placed a cheque on the desk 
and left. I haven’t seen him since. 
 
His brief visit, the persistence of his memory, and his determination 
to find a way to “make it right” remind me of the many souls who 
have come here to struggle with life’s dilemmas. Every person who 
enters here is a story and every story - happy or sad - is precious. 
 
I would be honoured and grateful if you would consider sharing one 
of your stories from Wilmot, a story that has remained near to you. It 
may be odd or inspiring, poignant or hilarious. It may be a moment 
in time or a pilgrimage of years. In recovering and holding stories of 
the beloved community we may help to sustain one another until we 
meet again.  
 
Thank you for being one of our precious stories. 
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Ellen writes: 
 
We are in the midst of unprecedent-
ed times and as has been said so of-
ten, “Things are changing quickly – 
not just daily but hourly.” As the 
ministry 
team at Wilmot, Peter and I will 
continue to be here for you. Our 
pastoral care will take on a little dif-
ferent format – rather than home / 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

hospital / manor person to person visits, we will use the telephone or 
email. We want to be diligent in protecting you, your family and the 
community. We will miss the face to face contacts but look forward 
to when this is behind us and we once again can share a cup of tea 
with you. But for now when we visit, we can each pour ourselves a 
cup of tea in the comfort and safety of our own home and chat. 
 
Feel free to contact us at any time: 
 
Peter ( 444 1912, petershort99@gmail.com ) or 
Ellen (206-1943, ellen.beairsto2@gmail.com ). 
 
As our church will be not be holding our regular Sunday Service, we 
are in the process of putting together a service with some very famil-
iar elements to 
share with you via podcast - perhaps even a ‘virtual’ service where 
you will be able to see us. A whole new experience! 
 
Also, check out our website for the March issue of Words from Wil-
mot. The front page has a list of our ‘Easter Services’ but with 
COVID-19, that will in 
all likelihood change. We will keep you up to date. 
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/wfw/wfw-2020-03.pdf 
 
Do take care, my friends, check up on each others and remember that 
we are not alone. Blessings 
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Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim   
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the                

congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  

Pam MacDermid welcomes us into her home to pick up a box spring, 

mattress, pillows and bedding. This gift will be part of the package to 

help a resident of the Fredericton Shelter move into their new afforda-

ble unit. Thank you, Pam (along with Greg, John and Peter)  

Ally Aalders looks over the script for our 

service for Good Friday. She will be our 

liturgical dancer and is amazing.  
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From Shirley, Chair of Council 
 
To help us navigate through COVID 19 at Wilmot, we have 
created a Steering Committee comprised of Greg Black, Judy 
Coates, Elaine Kenyon, Beth Paynter, Peter, Ellen and me.  We 
have put plans in place to ensure that essential services and 
tasks at Wilmot are done in ways that keep everyone safe.  We 
will continue to monitor the situation and make adjustments as 
the situation changes.   
 
As Peter has noted our building is closed and worship services, 
in our usual format, are suspended.   Staff may be in the build-
ing from time to time in order to carry out essential work that 
can’t be done from home.  Others will not be allowed into the 
building, except by prior arrangements. 
 
Last Sunday, several people asked me about our Outreach pro-
grams. We recognize that we have a responsibility to continue 
to support the most vulnerable people in our community in 
ways that make a difference for them and are safe for our vol-
unteers and staff.  We are exploring ways to continue the 
voucher program associated with Wednesdays@Wilmot.  We 
have cancelled the Saturday Night Drop-In program as it is 
largely a social function.  On Wednesday, I attended a meeting 
at the Fredericton Community Health Centre to consider how 
various agencies and organizations can coordinate their efforts 
to better serve the marginalized at this time.   
 
While the church building will be closed, we will continue to 
try to meet the needs of members of our congregation and our 
community.  This will require continuing financial support. If 
you are not already using PAR or if you wish to make a special        
contribution, please consider supporting our work through e-
Transfers or through Canada Helps. You could also send a 
cheque, payable to Wilmot United Church by mail.   If you 
want to direct your donation (e.g., local, benevolent), please 
specify this in the memo section of the cheque. 
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To send money to Wilmot using an Interac e-Transfer you 
will need to use online banking. 
 
1. Start by logging into your online or mobile banking app. 
2. Locate the Interac e-Transfers option, often found on the 

main screen or in the Bills/Transfer section. 
3. You will add Wilmot as a payee/recipient for e-Transfers 

using the email address wilmot.office@gmail.com           
(all regular correspondence still uses the 
wilmtuc@nb.sympatico.ca email account). 

4. Once you have added Wilmot as a recipient you can select 
“send money,” then select your bank account, enter the 
amount you wish to send and add a security question. 

5. Please make the security question how you want your do-
nation split between funds (e.g., for a $25 donation you 
could use “10 Local, 5 M&S, 10 Capital”) 

6. The security answer should be “wilmot2020"  (no apostro-
phes, all lowercase and no spaces).  

 
Canada Helps is a secure website that provides donation ser-
vices for hundreds of charitable organizations across Cana-
da.  Look for the Canada Helps icon on our website, on the 
right-hand side just below the picture of the church and fol-
low the instruction. 
 
During these challenging times, it is important that we look 
after ourselves and care for each other.  If you need assis-
tance, please contact Ellen or Peter or leave a message at the 
church office. 

☺Shirley Cleve 
Chair of Council 


