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Peter writes
People who share a time in history, even if they have thought themselves
irreconcilably different, one day recognize that they have in some sense
made the same journey. One day it may dawn on them that they have
been what the writer Frederick Beuchner called “compagnons de
voyage.”
In the 1950’s Maurice Richard and Gordie Howe wore different
uniforms. One wore the tricouleur of les glorieux. The other wore the
winged wheel of the motor city. One grew up in the streets of east end
Montreal. The other grew up on a dirt poor farm in Saskatchewan. They
once gave their loyalty to different teams. They once put out all they had
to defeat one another. But now all these years later it has become clear:
they shared an era in the great game. They lived it together - compagnons
de voyage.
The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short
And you, living in the pandemic with only the most primitive of prescriptions - keeping your distance and
washing your hands - you may find one day that your worst enemy is the only one who remembers the
closed schools, the long afternoons alone, the empty shelves and the silent streets. With each passing year
that old enemy of yours will look more and more like a compagnon de voyage.
On the skin of things the living of these days appears to be the pursuit of that which makes us individuals:
the making of different choices, the following of different drummers, the ending up in scattered corners of
the world. But in the end life will guide us to a deeper truth, one that lies beneath all the differences we have
arranged.
That deeper truth about us was laid bare by a man imprisoned as a conscientious objector during the Great
War. He said,
“Years ago I recognized my kinship with all human beings, and I made up my mind I was not one whit better
than the meanest on earth. I said then and I say now that while there is a lower class, I am of it; while there
is a criminal class, I am of it; while there is a soul in prison, I am not free.”

That was Eugene Debs. But it could as easily have been Jesus.
None of us is naturally profound. If you have reached any depth of soul it is because life has driven you
down there. But when you are driven down, and if you are not destroyed, your heart will strike bottom. And
then it will widen out so as to touch other human beings and be touched by them. You meet others for whom
Jesus came and died and lives again. You’ll be astounded by the company, and glad of it, compagnons de
voyage.
One wonders why it takes us so long to reach such an obvious conclusion. Therefore, we let the pandemic,
for all its terrors, take us to a better place - the common ground of our humanity.
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Stories of Wilmot: Twila Buttimer writes…
You asked about special memories of Wilmot. The one that comes to my mind is Mrs. Brewer [Irma], as a
senior with sight difficulties (or ‘legally blind’ as she told me), playing old familiar Hymns on the piano
for those who assembled early. Young Patrick Cameron (a boy of 10 or 12 in my memory) would
accompany her to the piano [Patrick is her grandson] and then back to sit with his family when she had
finished. I think he stayed up there as she played but I am not certain. In the balcony (and probably in the
pews below), we sat in rapt attention as she faultlessly made her loving gift to us.
I remember someone commented that we can’t even remember all of the words to those Hymns – but she is
playing all the notes from memory!!!
Thanks for this precious memory, Twila.
Stories of Wilmot are welcomed, especially in these days when we cannot be together. Please feel free to
contribute your story or memory or treasured moment. Stories will not be shared without your permission.
Virtual Worship: We’re launched!
As I write this we have just finished recording our second virtual worship service. Response to the first
one has been, as Ellen would say, AMAZING! We have received over 60 emails and many phone calls,
some even from distant parts of the country. There have been more than a thousand visits to the video on
the Wilmot Facebook account and to the recording on the website.
We are grateful for the generous encouragement of this venture into this new territory, and we are not
surprised that the opportunity to be virtually in the church again has been important to so many.
None of this would have been possible without the skills, the time and the generosity of Jeff Beairsto and
Doug Beairsto. They have created the operating platform and their patience with us has been a blessing.
The music provided by Steve Peacock and Heather Neville has elicited praise from many quarters. Just
today I received a message from Vancouver Island. I quote it in part:
“Such a beautiful space
and the two musicians who
added so richly to the spirit
of it. Exceptional talent this
community of yours.”
So we thank you for your
support, we welcome your
suggestions and we are
committed to doing all we can
to sustain the beloved community while we are apart, one
from another. We’ll “see” you
again on Sunday.
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Ellen writes:
First, we want to thank everyone for sending out so
many handmade hugs over this past week. Some were
mailed, some were sent via video and some even became a ‘virtual hug”.

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

Wednesdays @ Wilmot

This one has become ‘the trend’ among many folks – a
great way to send a hug. You were such great listeners to
the Storytime on our ‘Virtual Sunday Service’ and got
right to work on the craft. Peter and I have decided that
we will use this emoji each week on our Newsletter until
we are able to see each other again – face to face.
Our other pictures this week come from our Wednesdays
@ Wilmot program. With the restrictions placed on everyone because of COVID-19, we worried about our
friends from W@W as well as the Saturday Night DropIn. Good conversations were held with Wilmot’s Outreach Committee. Finally, it was decided that we would
hold one last W@W observing social distancing and
hand washing. Distancing as well as lots of handwashing were a vital part of the routine for our volunteers as
they packed lunches for our clients who were served
outside under blue skies. We thank Beth Paynter, team
coordinator for that week, and all our volunteers for
their amazing work and for their gracious hospitality.
It was with great relief that we heard this week that
Fredericton High School would become a safe haven for
our friends. “The school's gymnasiums and dressing
rooms now house beds, each spaced out by two meters,
or about six feet. People using the shelter also have

access to the school's washrooms, showers and cafeteria
“It's like a dream come true,” said one of the clients as
they are also allowed to remain there 24 hours a day.
Our prayers have been answered.
Wilmoters, thank you for joining us last Sunday. Take
care. Stay well and check up on each others. Remember
if you need anything, let us know.
Peter (444-1912, petershort99@gmail.com) or
Ellen (206-1943, ellen.beairsto2@gmail.com).
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Wednesdays @ Wilmot

Shirley, Chair of Council writes
When I went for a walk this week the day after our
snowstorm, I came across this on my neighbour’s lawn.
I am not usually one to dawdle as I walk or to stop to
take photos, but this little character caught my attention.
As I stood there looking at the scene, it made me reflect
on a number of things we may forget in these challenging times.
•
•
•

•
•

It’s OK to stop and enjoy the journey (most of us
aren’t too busy now)
A sense of humour, play, and creativity can lift our
spirits (a good antidote to the 24 /7 newsfeed)
We can do things together, either in person (the little
boy that lives there, didn’t do this by himself) or virtually (I am learning about Facebook)
Physical activity (perhaps not volleyball) is important and possible
We will get through this (we, or our children, will
build more snow sculptures)

While we are all learning to live into our new reality, several people have been working to make sure
Wilmot can continue to carry out our mission and ministry. Ellen, Peter and I discussed ways of
maintaining connections within the congregation using technology. Since none of us is competent in
this area, we have reached out to others for their assistance and advice. Craig Frame, Jeff Beairsto
and I met electronically to work through some financial matters such as managing our cash flow,
paying our supervisors, addressing requests from renters, and ensuring adequate monitoring and
backups. We sent a number of recommendations to the Council and the Council Executive and they
were approved.
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A number of people have been asking about making a contribution to Wilmot through etransfers. The instructions are included again in this newsletter. It took me a couple of
tries, but this does work.

To send money to Wilmot using an Interac eTransfer you will need to use online banking.

1. Start by logging into your online or mobile banking app.
2. Locate the Interac e-Transfers option, often found on the main screen or in the
Bills/Transfer section.
3. You will add Wilmot as a payee/recipient for e-Transfers using the email address
wilmot.office@gmail.com
(All regular correspondence uses the wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca email account).
4. Once you have added Wilmot as a recipient you can select “send money,” then
select your bank account, enter the amount you wish to send and add a CUSTOM
security question. (See item 5 below)
5. Please make the security question how you want your donation split between
funds (e.g., for a $25 donation you could use “10 Local, 5 M and S (some banks
won’t accept special characters like the “&” symbol in M&S) 10 Capital”) or add
the information in a note
6. The security answer should be "wilmot2020" (no apostrophes, all lowercase and
no spaces).

Some have also been asking about using
cheques. Please make cheques payable to
Wilmot United Church and include how you
would like your donation split among various
funds. Cheques should be mailed to the church
at 473 King Street, Fredericton NB, E3B 1E5.

During these challenging times, it is important that we look after ourselves and care for
each other. If you need assistance, please contact Ellen or Peter or leave a message at the
church office.

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at Wilmot United Church
as the congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.
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