WILMOT UNITED CHURCH
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
For the Week of May 4, 2020
Peter writes:
It’s a strange world in which so many of us long for a blessing and
don’t know how to ask, while at the same time so many of us have
a blessing and don’t know how to give.
I wonder what makes a blessing a blessing. Is a blessing the same
thing as a benefit or an act of assistance? Those are important
gestures of human caring, but what is it that can make them into
something we call a blessing?

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short

When we were children, we said our “God bless” prayers: God
bless grandma and grandpa, God bless mummy and daddy, God
bless my teddy, God bless Scamp. We were learning to care for our
family and for what we treasured. We were learning that blessings
come from God.

A blessing is a kindness that has something of God in it. That is to say, when you give a blessing
you are giving more than yourself.
The hurts and disappointments we absorb in adult life cause us to long for a blessing, although
we might not be aware of our need. The good times and loves we have known in adult life cause
us to have a blessing to give although we might not be aware that we can bless.
In the conditions brought about by this pandemic the church is learning much about how to give
our blessing. We are deprived of our building with all its advantages. We are deprived of
gathering in community. Deprived of ability to welcome and feed people. Deprived of our two
centuries old manner of worship. We have struggled and, in many cases, succeeded in learning
how to give our blessing. I suspect we have only begun to learn what will be required of us in
order to give our blessing in the world that is emerging.
What is the pandemic teaching you about this spiritual act of blessing? What are you learning
about your longing for a blessing? And what are you learning about how to give your blessing?
Since blessings have God in them or what we might more modestly call a surplus of presence, it
is no surprise that the act of blessing and the language of blessing was often thought to be the
preserve and privilege of the clergy. Yet blessing and the language of blessing have always
managed to find a way into the common acts and common language of our everyday lives. God
bless mummy. God bless you.
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Reverend Ellen Beairsto

Ellen writes:
What a great time we had on our ZOOM Bedtime
story. It was definitely heartwarming to see the
children – their smiles, their giggles. their
welcoming waves. What a gift they are to us and to
the world! On Day #1 of our “Bedtime Story
Reading”, we had 12 children gathered around
their computers in their own homes listening to the
story. Our numbers are already increasing, so if
you want to join us, just send us your email
address. Bedtime Stories will be offered each
week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday @ 6:30.
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Peter’s teaching of “The Garden Song” has many people of all ages singing, sharing pictures of
their favorite vegetable and planting their seeds – vegetables, flowers even transplanting tiny
trees. When we are back in our sanctuary, we will have a Celebration Sunday, and everyone
can bring their garden pictures of what they watched grow “inch by inch”.
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Great with hummus

Very best if it’s raw!

Rebecca &
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some seeds
today!

June will soon be here and with-it graduation for many of our young people. If you have a
child or grandchild who is graduating, please let me know. Even if we are not back in the sanctuary, we will still have our service to recognize our graduates.
Did you ever play “Who sits in that pew?” as the camera pans our sanctuary each Sunday?
This week, we heard of more than one person who watches carefully remembering the faces of
those who have become our Church Family. So, know, my friends, that you are in the thoughts
and prayers of many.

Peter and I would like to thank you for all the wonderful feedback. It is encouraging to hear
that many of you watch the Virtual Service weekly – sometimes more than once. But it is also
nice to hear of the wide range of families and friends to whom you send the link. We would
love to hear a story of someone “from away” who has joined our “virtual congregation” during
the pandemic.
petershort99@gmail.com

ellen.beairsto2@gmail.com

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the
congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.
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