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Ellen writes:
I once read that Youth serve “as the
barometers of our culture revealing the
fault lines of society but also pointing
where God is at work in the world.”
(Rev. David Seamon).

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

Conversations with our youth are
always stimulating, wise, uplifting with
a touch of great humor thrown in.
Sitting around the kitchen counter at
Wilmot - sharing a bite to eat with our
youth - can easily see the conversation
moving quickly from religion to racism,
from climate change to inclusivity. It
can move from their knowledge of what
is - to considering what might be. I need
not tell you that both Peter and I feel so
blessed to have the youth in our midst.

Youth Sundays are always one of the favorite Sundays for all of us. There is a different spirit in
the air among those who gather to worship. Certainly, it is the same Spirit that is present in all of
our worships, but when Youth take over the service, there is a different energy in the room.
Their energy, their willingness to share their gifts, their encouragement and support of the
younger ones help us see such promise in the years ahead. There is a warm glow, a sense of
peace as we leave the sanctuary – a sanctuary that has become part of their growing up years.
We are so thankful for the number of volunteers who have given of their time over the years to
teach Sunday School, lead a youth group, provide transportation along with lots of food! Just
being there is such an important aspect of any youth program.

COVID has made things a little more challenging for all of us and having our children and
youth with us each Sunday morning is one of the things we deeply miss. Although Peter and I
have begun our conversations around how we will celebrate Christmas – how to have a
Christmas Concert - the plans are still only at the conversation stage. We do want to share that
the youth are once again meeting in-person (with the necessary restrictions). Smiles and laughter
are present as are many learning moments. The children have begun ZOOM Sunday School and
although it is not ‘in-person’ yet, we look forward to the day when it can be.
Stay tuned!

Youth Go Bouldering

Anybody spot Ellen
on the wall?

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at
Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to call
a new ministry team.

