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Ellen writes:
I stood in the silence of our sanctuary this past
week - my mind full of my ‘to do’ list - but for
a moment, I let my mind settle. I sat in one of
the pews that my family often occupied all
those years ago. There were times (many
actually) when we were the last to arrive just
as the service was about to begin.

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

“If only the walls could talk,” I thought, as I
sat there – but perhaps they do if only we
listen carefully. My eyes began to scan the
beautiful sanctuary. The bust of Lemuel Allan
Wilmot sat as it has for years under a plaque
dedicated in his honour. The organ pipes stood
silently as did the piano waiting for gifted

hands to bring them to life. The beautiful carved wood shone in the sunlight and the stained-glass
windows painted designs across the floor. And at the back was the hand that stood atop the steeple
that had been a part of the Fredericton skyline for over 120 years.
And here it is - November 2020. It is time to celebrate the 229th anniversary of the founding of our
faith community. Wilmot has such a rich history which is well documented in “The Story of Wilmot
United Church” written by Anita Jones. After hours and hours and hours of pouring over
newspapers, archival collections, documents, and records as well as a number of books, Anita
pulled together such a valuable resource for all of us and future generations.
Great care and love from so many over the years have given us and continue to give us a place to
worship – to sing, to pray, to feed our soul enabling us to go out into the world to fulfill our mission
and ministry as Jesus’ disciples.
(BTW, Wilmot’s Anniversary will be celebrated next Sunday, November 22, with Nancy Bauer as
our guest speaker.)

With Covid-19, serving our family of faith took on a new approach. Connecting with folks via
phone, emails, social distancing visits became a sign of the times. Being in our sanctuary was not
possible, so virtual Sunday Services became the reality. As the weeks passed, research on adding
the capability of live streaming to our sanctuary revved up and as in the past we are thankful for the
expertise of many. A few weeks ago, in our Announcements, we sent out a thank you to Nancy
Gilbert for her generosity in gifting us with the system making it possible to bring our services into
homes. Wilmot Church wants:
“to thank and acknowledge Nancy Gilbert for all she does for Wilmot church and specifically for
the financial support that allowed the live streaming project to become a reality during our worship
service on October 25th, 2020.” (Announcements, October 29)
As many were not able to put a face to the name, we have invited Nancy to tell us a little about her
life’s journey on page 3.

A well oiled machine run by Linda Gough.
Apples grow on trees but pies need the tender and talented attention of many dedicated helpers.

Equipment used for our Sunday live streaming
service donated by Nancy Gilbert.

Nancy writes:
I was born and brought up in Fredericton and am still living in
the home my parents had built in the 1950's. I graduated from
Fredericton High School in 1964. I then completed a two-year
Community College Program in Nutrition in Southwestern
Ontario. After graduating from Community College in Ontario I
was employed by Beaver Foods Limited setting up Hospital
Dietary Departments for the Company in that same area. I
enjoyed working with. And managing people within the
industry. Also, this became a great learning experience for me
because of very capable leadership within the Company.
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From here I attended Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax
and received my B.Sc. (Nutrition) followed by my B. Ed in
1983. I also taught in my field of Administrative Dietetics at
‘the Mount’ (as it is known) for a period of time. In 1989, I
decided to further my studies and enrolled in a two-year Masters
Program in Science (Food Systems Administration) at the
University of Tennessee in Knoxville, Tennessee and graduated
in 1991. As you can guess, I love learning - particularly in the
Nutrition / Food area.
In the 1940's my Mom and Dad had a cottage built on the St.
John River on the Kingston Peninsula (Sand Point). This
became home in the summer for both them and me for the rest
of our lives. I still spend each summer at the cottage. Sand
Point was also my Mom’s parent’s home in the summer. We
learned to swim, play tennis, explore the woods and have "good
genuine fun". Friendships were made here that have lasted
forever.

Graduation from University

From the very beginning, I attended and loved Wilmot United
Church. My grandfather, William E. McMullen, was always
supportive of Wilmot and very active in the Church. My Mom
took me to Wilmot as a little girl where we both enjoyed the
comradery and friendliness, we experienced. For me, good
laughs, good learning and good fun were shared at C.G.I.T. and
Sunday School. Wilmot has introduced me to special friends and
teachers and ministers, all whom I always remember. These
people have proved to be the foundation and basis for my life’s
journey throughout the years. Standards have been established
here that I have always been grateful for.

Scene from the Kingston Peninsula

Sand Point Lighthouse,
Kingston Peninsula

Scene from the Kingston Peninsula
Nancy and Irene out for their
daily walk at Odell Park

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry at
Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to call a new
ministry team.

