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Ellen writes: 
 
It was late June, when I crossed the border into 
Vanceboro, Maine to visit the tiny Methodist 
church where I was to begin my ministry. It 
was a shared ministry between Vanceboro 
United Methodist Church and St. Paul’s United 
Church in McAdam, NB - a unique and 
stimulating ministry - different countries, 
different denominations and even, different 
time zones but two wonderfully faith-filled 
congregations. 
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The ‘tagline’ for the United Methodists is “Open 
Hearts. Open Hands. Open Doors” - a tagline that 
won an award for Nonprofit organizations and 
was lauded for delivering a tagline that supports 
its mission as well as being warm, enthusiastic, 
and embracing.   
 

Although it is the tagline for the United 
Methodist, it reflects the work and the hearts of 
so many Christians and non-Christians around 
the world. These words were very much a part of 
Wilmot this week when we opened our doors to 
welcome back our friends from the Wednesday at 
Wilmot Outreach Program. Over the summer 
months, the work of many hands and hearts went 
into the planning of a safe environment for all. 
Plexiglass, masks, face shields, sanitizing station, 
arrows, social distancing all became a part of our 
day. 
 

When the doors opened, the line of patient folks 
of all ages had already meandered through the 
parking lot spilling out onto the sidewalk. 
Respectful of the necessary precautions, they 
filed through the door to sit at well-spaced tables 
keeping in their own bubble. The changes were 
significant but the smiles of appreciation along 
with the smiles of hospitality could be seen 
everywhere.   
 

Wednesday evening Beth Paynter wrote a thank 
you note to the volunteers and it began: Today we 
met a very large challenge together. We 
welcomed and seated 75 people, prepared and 
served a hearty lunch, provided each person with 
a Victory gift card, had bus tickets for all who 
needed them, extra food items from the top up 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

Volunteers at Wednesdays@Wilmot behind the 
plexiglass while wearing their masks and face 

shields  

Serving from the kitchen with the plexiglass shield 
in place  
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table, and haircuts for five fortunate folks, all while adhering to COVID-19 restrictions! What a day it 
was, a day like no other we have experienced. 
 
 “Open Hearts. Open Hands. Open Doors” reflects the teachings of Jesus and after so many months of 
restrictions, it was good to be there for our friends in these challenging times. 
 
 

 

Peter writes: 
 
St. Paul, taking his cue from Jesus, thought it more blessed to 
give than to receive.  
 
“In all this I have given you an example that by such work we 
must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” (Acts 20:35) 
 
There is something beautiful about a gift. I mean a pure gift. 
That is, a real gift - something given without expectation of 
return, no strings attached. H. G. Wells said of his wife Amy, 
“She thought that a good deed which is talked about, or even 
held in memory, lost half its worth.” A true gift is always free 
because the giver has released it as one would release a bird 
into flight. Perhaps this is something of what Jesus was 
getting at: “When you give, do not let your right hand know 
what your left is doing.” (Matthew 6:3)  

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short  

A smiling lady at Wednesdays@Wilmot 
just removed her mask as she sits with her family  

Behind the plexiglass  
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Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim   
ministry at Wilmot United Church as the                

congregation prepares to call a new ministry team.  

A gift cannot be a gift when it is attached to a purpose determined by the giver. There is 
something austere about a gift. 
 
On the other hand, John Steinbeck thought it more blessed to receive than to give. In a tribute to a 
friend he wrote, “Perhaps the most overrated virtue in our list of shoddy virtues is that of giving.” 
Steinbeck knew that what passes for giving is often a need to enhance the fragile ego of the giver, 
making him/her superior to the receiver. He called it a selfish pleasure and a spiritual avarice. 
 
It is not always easy to receive a gift. After all, we have our pride. We don’t expect something for 
nothing. We expect to earn and deserve what we get, if not by our labour then by merit of our 
character. But receiving requires humility. You cannot imagine yourself to be better or wiser than 
the giver. Receiving is a beautiful thing because you must like yourself enough not to have to 
prove your worth. Then you can receive in a way that is not governed by the ledger but by a 
relationship of trust, respect, and delight. 
 
There is much giving and receiving in a church community. Some gifts are seen, many are not. It 
is not always clear who benefits more from the exchange - the giver or the receiver. If the giving 
and receiving are true, it doesn’t matter.  
 
Not to dissolve their points of view but surely St. Paul and John Steinbeck are both right. Surely 
giving and receiving are in rhythm in a healthy spiritual life, just as breathing out and breathing in 
are in a constant rhythm.  
 
Giving and receiving are costly blessings that require grace and freedom. These costly blessings 
are among the things we learn in our practice of the way of Jesus. One of the great privileges of 
being a minister is to witness the weaving of gifts into the life of a community. Thank you for this 
privilege, this gift. 
 
 


