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Peter writes,
I do not know anybody who recommends going to the Bible
for advice on real estate. Modern real estate is very complex,
and the Bible is a very old text. On the other hand, real estate
is a very old business. Some things in real estate haven’t
changed in the 2600 years since the prophet Jeremiah
purchased a certain field about 5 km north of Jerusalem. Back
then people bought and sold property as they do today. And
back then the real estate market was as sensitive to the
political environment as it is now.
At the time when Jeremiah bought the field Jerusalem was in
a bad way. The city was under siege by Babylonian forces.
The attackers had cut off all supplies and communications.
They had built huge ramps up against the city walls in
preparation for the final assault.
The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short
Not only was Jerusalem in trouble, but so was the prophet Jeremiah. He was being held in custody by
order of the king. The prophet had been warning his compatriots that the Babylonians would succeed
in their terrifying project. Furthermore, he had predicted that not only would their beloved Jerusalem
be destroyed, but the king himself would be taken into exile. Jeremiah was in prison in order to
prevent his making any more dark and demoralizing predictions.
It was at this point that Jeremiah had a visitor. The visitor was a relative, a cousin who came to ask
Jeremiah to buy his field at Anathoth. According to Israelite law, when property was sold the nearest
relative always had the first option on the land in order that it might not pass from the family.
Jeremiah was the closest relative.
If a person was thinking of buying property in or around Jerusalem, this would not have been a good
time to buy. All the land surrounding Jerusalem was already the property of Babylon. Nobody’s land
could possibly be staying in the family. The city would soon be destroyed; buildings levelled, crops
burned in the fields. Everything would be worthless. Only a fool would buy land under these market
conditions, only a fool.
Jeremiah bought the field. He had the deed of ownership drawn up and then he made another
prophecy:
“The Lord Almighty, the God of Israel has said that houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought
in this land.” (Jer 32:15)

Jeremiah could see past the ruin of Jerusalem and beyond the years of his country’s great darkness.
He knew that in God’s world, no matter what happens, history is not over. It was the kind of knowing
that gave him the courage to act.

Whenever we can smell the breath of Babylon breathing close on the other side of the city wall, this
is the story we tell. Whenever we suspect that our story is essentially ended and all that remains is
for the game to be called on account of darkness, we remember the simple act of one person. We
may not control our circumstances any more than Jeremiah controlled the forces of Babylon, but we
always have the power to act, however foolish it might appear.






Imagine a family - divided, resentful and mistrusting - hoping against hope for a surprising act of
forgiveness and kindness.
Imagine a world where Canadians are no longer the greatest consumers of energy in the history of
the planet.
Imagine the next revolution, the one that is now rising as yet unseen beyond the industrial and
digital revolutions.
Imagine the beautiful rivers and lakes whose clear waters your grandchildren’s children will
swim in.
Imagine it is you who is asked to buy the field.

In faith we see beyond what is, and act now for what will be in God’s world. Beautiful fools.
With what we are facing today I think it would be an act of resignation not to go to the Bible for
advice on real estate.

Ellen writes,

Reverend Ellen Beairsto

Each week, on Sunday morning, a few cars
pull into the Wilmot parking lot. With masks
on and hand washing complete, we head up
the stairs. The sanctuary that was – only a year
ago now – filled with welcoming and joyfilled voices each Sunday morning remains
silent. We ‘check-in’ for even though you, the
congregation, are missing, it is always good to
see the team arrive. I feel strengthened by
their gifts given so willingly. We chat and
then as we approach 10:55, we head to our
various corners knowing that the cameras will
begin rolling at any minute. I watch and listen
as the service unfolds. Faces of the choir begin
to creep into my thoughts and in the places
where you sat – your presence can be felt. And
we know that you are there just beyond the
cameras, beyond the COVID, beyond the city
gates. You are there.

Monday morning arrives and with it ZOOM. You ZOOM here and you ZOOM there. As the months
have passed, people have become more comfortable with this technology. Groups, meetings, Sunday
School, Youth Group, Spirit Conversations and on February 21, even our AGM will be on ZOOM.
This past week, the Sunday School Children held a Virtual Surprise Baby Shower for Jacqueline
(Young) Connors – one of their teachers. As I read the story “Love You Forever’” by Robert Munsch,
they turned off the camera on their computer. When they turned them back on, they had their surprise
signs, handmade gifts, books, toys along with a cupcake and balloons. The children even wore a pink
or blue mask to indicate whether they thought the baby would be a girl or a boy. To say the children
were excited might well be an understatement.

Emily and Rebecca holding their gifts for the
little one. They both think it is a boy

Lauren relaxing eating the cupcake after
the surprise ZOOM baby shower.
Her guess is a boy!

This coming Sunday will see the
youth conducting the Service of
Worship. Adhering to the restrictions
means taping on two nights. Thank
you, John, and our faithful team.
Remaining connected – be it W@W,
Saturday Night Drop-In or other
activities is so important to our
Mission and Ministry at Wilmot. Peter
and I once again say ‘Thank You’ for
all that you do to make this happen.

John

Tait, Heather, Margaret, Ana, Pearl and Rebecca

Ana carefully doing her
Sunday School craft

Tait
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Susan, Bob & Duffy

Peter Short and Ellen Beairsto share an interim ministry
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to
call a new ministry team.

