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JOURNEYING ON  

For the Week of July 5, 2021 

Ellen writes, 
 
Our journey continues as we gather kms for our 
trek around the world. We have now left Mumbai, 
India and crossed the Arabian Sea, the northern 
part of the Indian Ocean. The Arabian Sea has 
been an important marine trade route since the era 
of the coastal sailing vessels from possibly as early 
as the 3rd millennium BCE. 
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We came ashore in Muscat, Oman. The harbour is small, shaped like a horseshoe and sheltered from every 
wind. Muscat is the capital and an oasis of greenery with a modern road network and advanced organized 
services which has led to the growth of a growing economy mostly dominated by trade. It is a multi-ethnic 
society and although much of the population is Muslim, there are more than 50 different Christian groups 
formed by migrant workers from Southeast Asia. 

More Scenes from Muscat, Oman  

Journeying on…. 



 

 

Scenes from UAE (United Arab Emirates) Dubai & Abu Dhabi 

From Oman, we travelled to the UAE (United Arab Emirates) – consisting of seven emirates – two of 
which we travelled through – Dubai and Abu Dhabi. Each emirate is governed by a Sheikh and, together, 
they form the Federal Supreme Council with one of the Sheikhs serving as the President of the UAE. 
The Arab and the Muslim cultures value hospitality. As one visitor wrote: “Simply knock on their door to 
make an inquiry and you will be invited in and within minutes, tea and sweets will be served.” 



 

 

Many Canadians have travelled to the UAE to teach – from 
Elementary to University. Lesley O’Brien, a Wilmoter, has just 
completed her second year of teaching in the UAE.  After a visit 
home this summer, Lesley will return for another year. Way to go, 
Lesley! 
 

Our kms also took us to Al-Ain, a city in Abu Dhabi, known as 
the Garden City with its beautiful parks, tree-lined avenues. It has 
an underground irrigation system that brings water from 
boreholes - an ancient system dating back thousands of years.   
 

Scenes from Al-Ain 



 

 

Scenes from Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

We left the UAE crossing the border into Saudi 
Arabia. We continued across the Arabian desert 
until we reached the Province of Mecca on the 
Red Sea and its capital, the city of Mecca. 
Ancient Mecca was an oasis on the old caravan 
trade route that linked the Mediterranean world 
with South Arabia, East Africa, and South Asia. 
It is the holiest city of Islam and reputedly the 
birthplace of the Islamic Prophet Muhammad. 
Muslims from around the world try to visit the 
city at least once in their lifetime. 

Well, my friends, we have reached the shores of the 
Red Sea. Great job! Let us once again finish the week 
off with the picture of the prayer flags fluttering in 
the wind, blowing as much compassion and blessings 
as possible out into the world.   



 

 

Ellen Beairsto continues to be our interim minister here            
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to          

call a new ministry team.  


