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JOURNEYING ON  

For the Week of July 12, 2021 

Ellen writes, 
 
Well, my friends, we are moving right along. I 
didn’t think we should travel around the world 
without visiting Bethlehem – especially for our 
young ones. So, this week, we crossed over the 
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Red Sea and headed to the site of the Aswan Dam. The earliest recorded attempt to build a dam near 
Aswan was in the 11th century, to regulate the flooding of the Nile. A low dam was built in the 19th 
century and then plans to replace this dam began in the 1950s. To avoid losing valuable artifacts with the 
rising waters, the Egyptian government together with UNESCO moved them.  

Journeying on…. 



 

 

One is known as Abu Simbel built in 1244 BCE. Abu Simbel contains two temples, carved into a 
mountainside. The entranceway to the temple was built in such a way that on two days of the year, October 
22 and February 22, sunlight shines into the inner sanctuary and lights up three statues seated on a bench, 
including one of the pharaoh. Historians think these dates mark his coronation and birth. 

We then sailed along the Nile to Cairo by felucca - creaky wooden boats with triangle-shaped sails that 
haul everything on the Nile from tourists to blocks of stone.  

Scenes from Egypt  



 

 

Scenes from Cairo 

There are so many pieces of ancient artifacts and incredible engineering feats to see – the Valley of the 
Kings, the Mask of Tutankhamun, the Great Pyramid as well as the Great Sphinx of Giza. There is the 
obelisk built by the ancient Egyptians - a four-sided, narrow tapering monument which ends in a pyramid-
like shape at the top. 



 

 

According to archeologists and historians this is 

how the Great Sphinx of Giza would have 

looked 4,500 years ago. 

Hieroglyphics (Ancient Egyptian 

writing) as they appear on the     

obelisk. 



 

 

Scenes from Bethlehem 

The New Testament stories tell us that Jesus and his family fled to Egypt when forced into exile by King 
Herod. It is fascinating to think about this time in Jesus’ young life. One writer wonders if the Holy Family 
saw the ancient pyramids or Jesus even might have taken his first steps in the shadow of the Sphinx. 
 
We left Egypt to continue to Bethlehem – thought to be the birthplace of Jesus. So it is not surprising that 
Bethlehem’s economy is primarily tourist-driven, peaking during the Christmas season, when many 
Christians make pilgrimages to the Church of the Nativity. The earliest known mention of Bethlehem was in 
1350–1330 BCE when the town was inhabited by the Canaanites, it is thought that the city of Bethlehem 
was built as a fortified city, and it was where David was born and later crowned as King of Israel. 

It was not difficult for us to cover the distance from Bethlehem to Jerusalem as it was only10 km away. 
Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world and is considered holy by the three major Abrahamic 
religions – Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israelis and Palestinians claim Jerusalem as their capital. 



 

 

Scenes from Jerusalem 

Throughout its long history, Jerusalem has been destroyed, besieged, captured, recaptured, and 
attacked numerous times.   

The Dead Sea is a salt water lake bordered by Jordan to the east and Israel and the West Bank on the west. It 
lies in the Jordan Valley. Its main tributary is the Jordan River.  



 

 

Ellen Beairsto continues to be our interim minister here            
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to          

call a new ministry team.  

Before leaving, we visited the Dead Sea, the 
Jordan River, the Garden of Gethsemane and 
many more sites we read about in the New 
Testament. 
 
Well, my friends, a great week of learning and 
BTW we have now covered over 30,000 km. 
Way to go! As we journey on, let us keep this 
area of the world in our prayers – praying for 
peace, understanding and justice. 
 
And let’s end once again with our prayer flags 
fluttering in the wind, blowing as much 

Scriptures tell us that Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John. 

Gethsemane is a garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. 


