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JOURNEYING ON  

For the Week of July 26, 2021 

Ellen writes, 
 
Last weekend saw us crossing the Adriatic Sea and 
landing on the Italian shores heading to Rome.  
Within the boundaries of Rome is the Vatican City 
- the smallest country in the world. It is very 
unique to have a country within a city.  It is said 
that the history of Rome spans some 28 centuries. 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

Journeying on…. 



 

 

Scenes from Rome 

 
Beginning with the Renaissance, almost all popes since Nicholas V., pursued an architectural and urban 
program aimed at making the city the artistic and cultural centre of the world. Famous artists, painters, 
sculptors, and architects made Rome the centre of their activity, creating masterpieces throughout the city.   



 

 

Between 1508 and 1512, Michelangelo painted nine scenes from the Book of Genesis on the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel, a chapel in the official residence of the Pope in Vatican City.  Several scholars have 
described Michelangelo as the greatest artist of his age and even as the greatest artist of all time.   

Scenes from Vatican City 



 

 

Scenes from Milan 

After our visit to Rome, we headed north to Milan so we could see another great work of Art, The Last 
Supper by Leonardo da Vinci. The painting covers an end wall of the dining hall at the monastery of Santa 
Marie delle Grazie. It portrays the reaction given by each apostle when Jesus said one of them would 
betray him.  During WW 11 as the bombing grew closer, the villagers filled sandbags to protect the wall 
on which the painting was done. Thankfully, their efforts proved successful. 



 

 

Scenes from Zermatt  

On the way to Paris, we travelled to Zermatt, Switzerland. What a beautiful country. While I was teaching 
in Germany, my first ski trip was to Zermatt. We headed out on Friday afternoon after school so by the time 
we reached our destination, it was dark. We parked our car and took a train into Zermatt (as no cars were 
allowed). The next morning, I left the hotel and walked down the street with my skis over my shoulder 
heading towards the lift. It was only then, that I caught my first glimpse of the Matterhorn. WOW! Like all 
countries, there is a lot to see but for now we will leave with the Matterhorn fresh in our memories and head 
off to Paris. 



 

 

Scenes from Paris 

Where to begin? Paris is an exciting city known for its museums and architectural landmarks. The Louvre is 
the most visited art museum in the world and houses the Mona Lisa – another work of art by Leonardo da 
Vinci.  Close by is the Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris, now closed for renovation after the 2019 fire. 
Prior to the fire, approximately 12 million people would visit Notre-Dame annually, making it the most 
visited monument in Paris. Not far away is the Eiffel Tower - a wrought iron lattice tower, named after the 
engineer Gustave Eiffel, whose company designed and built the tower as the entrance to the 1889 World 
Fair. It is about the same height as an 81-storey building. Eiffel had a permit for the tower to stand for 20 
years. However, it remains today since it was found to be valuable for radio telegraphy and is now part of 
the International Time Service. 



 

 

Ellen Beairsto continues to be our interim minister here            
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to          

call a new ministry team.  


