
 

 

     WILMOT UNITED CHURCH 

 

JOURNEYING ON  

For the Week of June 21, 2021 

 
Well, we reached Bangkok last weekend. Bangkok traces its roots back to a small trading post in the 
15th century - and then just grew and grew and grew. It became the centre of finance and business and 
is now also an international hub for transport and health care as well as for the arts, fashion, and 
entertainment. Although there are many religions in Thailand, including Christianity, Buddhism is by 
far the most practiced. 
 
We crossed the border into Myanmar (formerly Burma) and headed off to Yangon. With over 7 million 
people, Yangon is Myanmar's most populous city and its most important commercial centre. It also 
has the largest number of colonial-era buildings in Southeast Asia. These buildings are centered 
around the Sule Pagoda, which is reputed to be over 2,000 years old. 
 
There is so much to learn about every culture – their uniqueness along with their struggles. Sadly, the 
largest Refugee Camp in the world is in Bangladesh. They have opened their door to those fleeing the 
violence in Myanmar. The Government of Canada along with many others including the United 
Church through the M&S Fund are responding to this ongoing humanitarian crisis.                  
Rohingya Crisis | The United Church of Canada (united-church.ca). 
 
 We crossed the Naf River which flows between Myanmar and Bangladesh and headed towards 
Dhaka, one of the country’s oldest cities. Stone Age tools found in Bangladesh indicate human 
habitation for over 20,000 years. Much of their land is rich fertile flat land but only 12 meters above 
sea level making it one of the most vulnerable areas in the world to climate change. Textiles are one of 
its richest exports having an estimated 80,000 skilled weavers. 
 
We have now arrived at Bhutan’s border - a unique country both culturally and environmentally. 
Perched high in the Himalayas it has developed the philosophy of Gross National Happiness. 
 
Until next week...happy walking / biking / swimming / running / kayaking 

Ellen writes, 
 

What a great job everyone is doing. On the first 
week of our adventure around the world, we had 
10 participants send in their kms plus the kms 
from our youth who were picking up litter along 
the walking trail. We have just completed our 14th 
week and we now have 50 participants and have 
passed the 20,000 km mark. Awesome! 
 
Where are we? 

Reverend Ellen Beairsto 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/rohingya-crisis


 

 

Journeying on…. 

Scenes from Bangkok  



 

 

Scenes from Myanmar (Yangon)   



 

 

Scenes from Bangladesh (Dhaka)  



 

 

Last week we featured 14 graduates and Micah 
and Cora built an Inukshuk for them!  

Ellen Beairsto continues to be our interim minister here            
at Wilmot United Church as the congregation prepares to          

call a new ministry team.  


