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Sept. 20, 12:00 noon, Seniors pot luck 
with tales and photos from Rose-
Hannah’s Camino Pilgrimage 
 
Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12 (Wednesdays): 
2:30 to 3:30 pm, Pilgrimage walk with 
Rose-Hannah 
 
Sept. 24, (and following Saturdays): 
continuation of the Spiritual Circle, 
noon to 2:00 pm 
 
Sept. 25, (1:00 to 4:00 pm): Wilmot 
Guided Historical Tours for Frederic-
ton Doors Open event. 
 

Sept. 27, 7:00 pm, Wilmot Book Club  
 
Sept. 29, 4:00 pm, Seekers 
 
Oct. 2, World Wide Communion 
Sunday, 11:00 am and Affirming Cele-
bration with the Moderator and pot 
luck luncheon following worship 
 
Oct. 9, Thanksgiving Sunday, 11:00 
am worship 
 
Oct. 14-16, Fall Retreat, Beulah Camp 
with Peter and Sue Short 
 

Oct. 21 and 22, Rummage Sale, Friday 
and Saturday 
 
Oct. 23, Peace Sunday, 11:00 am worship 
  
Oct. 28, Helen A. Young Memorial 
Scholarship Application Deadline 
 
Oct. 30, Youth and Children Sunday, 
11:00 am worship 
 
Nov. 5, 4:15 - 5:15 pm, Annual Congre-
gational Swim (Indoor pool in Nashwa-
aksis) 
 
Nov. 6, Remembrance Sunday (Time 
changes from Daylight Savings Time) 
 
Nov. 10, Apple Pie Sale 
 
Nov. 11, Deadline for Advent issue of 
Words from Wilmot 
 
Nov. 20, Anniversary Sunday, 11:00 am, 
guest speaker Pastor Sarah Magie 
 
Nov. 26, Biennial Auction 
 
Nov. 27, First Sunday in Advent 
 
Dec. 2, Bake Sale and New-to-You Sale 
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH CORNER 
 
The children  and youth have been very 
busy since our last edition of Words 
from Wilmot. The Congregational picnic 
was full of fellowship and laughter for 
all ages. Both Confirmation and 
Graduation Sundays went well and we 
were once again reminded of just how 
blessed we are to have such amazing 
youth in our midst.  
  
The month of July, when St Paul’s 
joined us for worship, there were 
children and youth present every 
Sunday. A program was in place for 
them with leadership from a variety of 
willing folks as well as youth. THANK 
YOU. My hat is off to Sam Porter, who 
on one weekend, asked his parents to 
bring him in from the cottage so he 
could help out. Also, in July, we saw a 

couple of our 
youth 
attending the 
“GO 
PROJECT” 

sponsored by the area United Churches 
— the first time to be held in 
Fredericton.  
 

Our summer ended with our VBS 
program filling the halls of St. Paul’s 

with singing, storytelling and laughter. 
The youth (at least 8 of them) were 
fantastic. Rose Messenger  and 
Rachael Neville led us in singing and 
games. Matthew Chase used his gifts 
working the computer and projecting 
everything onto the large screens while 

others lent a willing hand wherever needed. 
All the leaders — including those who 
worked in the kitchen preparing the snacks 
and those who donated them — made VBS 
an incredible success. We ended the week 
with a special VBS Sunday Service of 
Worship with Forest Hill, St Paul’s and 
Wilmot congregations joining the children 
for a taste of our VBS program. A THANK 
YOU goes out to the ministers: Ali Smith, 
Richard Bowley and Sarah Magie for their 
leadership. 
  
Wilmot’s Sunday School Program got 
underway the first Sunday in September — 
not only Nursery, Sunshine Room (pre-
schoolers) and 
Grades 1 to 5, but 
a couple of weeks 
a month a Youth 
Class will be 
added. Seasons of 
the Spirit will 
once again be our 
main program but 
other resources 
will be integrated into the programming. 
The teacher roster is being pulled together 
and with the help of our Young Adult 
Leadership Team things are moving along. 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 
30, when the children and youth will lead 
the Service of Worship; and on Saturday, 
November 5 from 4:15 - 5:15, we will have 
our Annual Congregational Swim at the 
Fredericton Indoor Pool in Nashwaaksis. 
This is for all ages, so bring your children 
and grandchildren and join us for this great 
outing. 
 
Our Youth Groups (Middle School  and 
Senior Youth) will soon be in full swing. 
Many of our young people are studying at a 
variety of post-secondary institutions. The 
young people who were working or 
studying abroad last year have returned 
safely while others have just begun a whole 
new adventure.  

Words from 
Wilmot 

Volume 27, Issue 3 

September 2016 

 
Ministry Team 
Rev. Rose-Hannah 

Gaskin 
506-292-1680 

rosehannahwilmot 
@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Ellen Beairsto 

506-206-1943   
ellen.beairsto2 
@gmail.com 

 

Organist  
Virginia Leiter 

 

Music Director 
Steven Peacock 

 

Church Office 
Marlene Phillips 

506-458-1066 
wilmotuc@ 

nb.sympatico.ca 
 

Church Sexton 
Randy Randall 
Dylan Sweeney 
Kitchen and Hall 

506-452-0219 

―  
Words from 

Wilmot 
is published by the 
Information Team 

of 
Wilmot United 

Church 
 
 

Web Site: 
wilmotuc.nb.ca 

Words from 
Wilmot 

is published several times a 
year by Wilmot United 

Church, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick. Opinions 

expressed in any issue of 
Words from Wilmot are the 
views of individual writers, 

and do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint of 

the congregation. 



Page 3 Volume 27 Issue 3  

The retreat takes 
place on the banks 
of the St. John 
River at Beulah 
Camp in Browns 
Flat. Peter and Sue 
Short, in their 
experienced and 
stirring retreat 
ministry, will lead 
the proceedings. 
  
Here is what Peter 
and Sue say about 
it: 

“The Wilmot Retreat is fun, inspiring and 
surprising. You will experience good food, 
great music and the gift of time with friends 
old and new. There is also learning, 
storytelling and new insight. Not to mention 
walking and napping. The purposes of this 
time away together are such things as: 
 To see, hear and know one another and 

be encouraged in community. 
 To regain our bearings by contemplating 

sacred teachings. 
 To explore ways of taking the next step 

on our path. 
 To open ourselves to the mystery of the 

moving spirit. 
 
If you have not been to a Wilmot Retreat 
before and are thinking of joining us, please 
know that you are welcome: there are no 
prerequisites and you are free to participate 
on your own terms.”  
 
The event takes place from supper time 
Friday, October 14 until after lunch Sunday, 
October 16. Six meals are provided. The 
cost hasn’t been set yet, but it will be similar 
to previous retreats, probably a bit more, 
varying with the accommodation you choose 
— either the motel or the hotel — from $150 
to $225; $50 for students. For more 
information contact Ann Kennedy at: 
annlkennedy48@gmail.com or Marlene in 
the church office, 458-1066. The retreat is 
open to everyone.  

☺Nancy Bauer 

Olivia Rowinski will be attending High 
School in Moncton this year. Olivia was 
invited to participate in a high-performance 
soccer academy which began a few years ago. 
The academy brings boys and girls between 
the ages of 14 and 18, to Moncton, where they 
will be billeted in the city, attend Moncton 
schools and practise for the year as a team. 
Enjoy your year, Olivia, and we will keep in 
touch. 
 
Patrick Cameron is studying in Lyon, 
France. He started classes last week and will 
be finishing up mid-December. This will 
complete his International Business Degree at 
Memorial University of Newfoundland. Once 
Patrick is finished, he will be staying on in 
Europe until the end of January so he can 
walk the Camino de Santiago trail (the same 
trail that Rose-Hannah, Deb and Rita walked 
this past year). So far Patrick has been very 
good at keeping in contact with his family and 
is really enjoying Lyon. Patrick’s parents, 
Brenda and Lawrence, will be travelling over 
later in October to check it out themselves. 
Enjoy your time in Europe, Patrick. 
    
Let us continue to keep all our children and 
youth in our prayers over the coming months. 

   
☺Thank you and Blessings, 

 Ellen  and our children and youth 

Wilmot Fall Retreat 
Friday, October 14 to 

Sunday October 16, 2016 

 
Any of you who have participated in the 
annual Wilmot Retreat know how stimulating 
it is. Any of you who haven’t should speak to 
someone who has — you will be persuaded. 
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Elizabeth Bastin - Fibre Artist 
One of Wilmot’s Artisans 

 
Wilmot’s Elizabeth 
Bastin has been a 
member of the Fre-
dericton Guild of 
Fibre Artists for 
twenty years. She 
loves trying differ-
ent forms of stitch-
ery such as rug 
hooking and crewel 
embroidery. “What 
I like most about 
it,” says Elizabeth 
“is the joy of see-
ing colour and pat-

tern come together, how they work with each 
other and how you can problem solve if things 
don’t quite work out.” 
 
When Elizabeth, her husband George and two 
children lived in Winnipeg several years ago, 
she took a course in crewel embroidery from 
artisan Jo Hewitt Nicol. Elizabeth says Jo dis-
couraged her students from ripping out their 
work if they made a mistake. “This was a good 
life lesson; whatever happens just keep going 
forward and make the best of it.” 
 
The walls in Elizabeth’s home in Sunshine 
Gardens are a perfect place to display her 
handwork. The colours blend and harmonize to 
create a soothing and relaxing home. She 
serves tea and delicious homemade muffins as 
we talk about her work and the importance of 
creativity in her life. Elizabeth explains, 
“Creativity is just a part of me. It provides a 
way to express oneself and by satisfying that 
need it is very calming. Creativity is what 
gives a person joy. It helps you look at the 
world around you for inspiration. It is a way to 
feel the spirit. People are pulled in so many 
directions. It is easy for people to feel they 
don’t have time for it. Right now I am on a 
‘finishing up’ campaign and getting ready for 

the Fibre Artists’ fall show. I would like to 
do more painting. I like finding different 
ways to express myself.” 
 
Recognizing how important this is, Eliza-
beth takes the time to help others explore 
their creativity by volunteering with the 
Mental Health R.E.A.C.H. program in the 
Victoria Health Centre. R.E.A.C.H. is an 
acronym for Resources, Education, Activi-
ties, Connections and Help. Elizabeth ex-
plains it is a program providing a safe and 
supportive environment designed to help 
people in various states of mental wellness 
to tap into their creativity, make a commit-
ment, keep a schedule and feel a sense of 
accomplishment. Many of the clients enjoy 
rug hooking and she was able to accompany 
some clients to an event at the Heritage Rug 
Hooking Guild. 
 
Elizabeth recognizes the power of the crea-
tive spirit all around her when she attends 
Wilmot, a community she deeply appreci-
ates for the caring people and the personal 
and spiritual support she finds there. 
“Everything complements the other during 
Sunday service: the music, the stained glass 
windows, the colourful woven banners. 
Church is a place that supports and encour-
ages you to keep going when things don’t 
quite work out and you need to make the 
best of it—just like when you are working 
on a project. You don’t rip out the stitches, 
you just keep moving forward.” 
 

☺Kathie Goggin 
 

UCW Fall Activities 
 

Another summer 
has flown by and 
the rituals of au-
tumn have begun. 
Our first major 
event will be the 
Fall Rummage 
Sale on Friday and 
Saturday, October 
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21 and 22. Items for donation can be dropped 
off at the stage (in the gym) but they should 
be labeled Rummage Sale as things for the 
Biennial Auction are being donated as well. 
 

The Apple Pie Sale takes 
place on Thursday, No-
vember 10, with orders 
taken after church on Oc-
tober 23, 30 and Novem-
ber 6.  
 

The Bake Sale and 
New-to-You 
Sale will happen 
on Friday, Decem-
ber 2. Get those 
dates on your cal-
endar so you don’t 
miss out on a thing. 
(But it’s not as 
though they won’t 
get mentioned again!) 
 
The deadline this year for the $200.00 Helen 
A. Young Memorial Scholarship is October 
28. The applicant is to be from a family con-
nected with Wilmot United Church. It is to be 
used for education beyond high school level 
i.e. university (any year), business college, 
technical school, nursing school, etc. Consid-
eration will be given to a student’s academic 
standing as well as participation in church ac-
tivities. Students may re-apply even if she/he 
has already received this scholarship. Appli-
cation forms can be picked up at the church 
office and the completed application can be 
returned there or mailed to Brenda Cameron, 
207 Route 205, Keswick Ridge, NB, E6L 
1A4. 
 
Our next UCW meeting will be Monday, Oc-
tober 3 at 1:00 pm in the Parlour. We would 
welcome new members with smiles, warmth 
and womanly fellowship, so please join us. 
  
Quote for the Day: “You make a living by 
what you get, you make a life by what you 
give.” – Winston Churchill 

☺Lorie Nielsen 

Our Syrian Refugee Family 
has Arrived! 

 
The Ramadan family arrived safely at the 
Fredericton Airport the evening of July 18th 
after a long journey from Lebanon via Cairo 

and Toronto. Their extended family – Tarek 
and Rula, together with their five children 
who had already arrived in Fredericton, plus 
friends, members of our committee and some 
people from our local congregations – were 
there to meet them. The arrival was greeted 
with much joy and excitement by all who 
were there to welcome the family. 
 
The family’s first five nights were spent in 
an apartment at UNB and then they moved to 
an apartment in the same building on Park-
side Drive as their sister and brother-in-law. 
The last few weeks have been very busy for 
them. The parents – Misbah and Wafaa – 
have started language classes at MCAF 
(Multicultural Association Fredericton). 
Their 3 year old son – Majd - goes with them 
to the child-minding centre at MCAF, and 
their 15 year old son Luay attended youth 
activities for the summer at MCAF which 
also included English language classes. Luay 
is now attending Fredericton High School. 
 
There are so many changes for this family!  
Thanks to all for your support and donations 
as we welcome and assist in settling the 
Ramadan family. We will continue to keep 
you updated as to their progress. Thank you! 
 

☺Elaine Kenyon 
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United to the acting Chair of Council; 
 colourful decorations including a hand-

made rainbow runner for the commun-
ion table; 

 guests and messages of congratulation 
from other congregations; 

 the celebration of communion with all 
our brothers and sisters in faith; 

 and of course, what would a celebration 
be without food! 

There will be a luncheon in the gym with 
opportunity for fellowship and a special 
cake. 
 
This event is not to be missed, so mark 
your calendars for Sunday, October 2. 
Good advice is to plan to arrive early, as 
larger than usual attendance is anticipated 
at this joyful occasion. Kleenex is optional. 
 

☺Kathie Goggin 
 

Matrix, Metaphor and 
Methodology for Reading the 

Christian Bible  
Thanks to the competent and caring leader-
ship of one of our retired clergy, Rev. Don 
MacDougall, Wilmot Seekers will delve 

into another book 
with eagerness this 
fall. Folks who at-
tend this discussion 
group once a month 
seek to broaden their 
understanding of the 
Christian faith by 
discussing a current 
title on Biblical 
scholarship, tackling 
a few chapters a 
month. This fall the 

book of choice is How to Read the Bible 
and Still Be a Christian by John Dominic 
Crossan, professor emeritus of DePaul 
University, widely regarded as the fore-
most historical Jesus scholar of our time. 
Those who wish to attend these study ses-
sions have an opportunity to express their 

Affirmation Sunday 
October 2, 2016 

The Rt. Rev. Jordan Cantwell 
Moderator of United Church 

to Speak at Wilmot 
 

There is plenty of excitement and anticipa-
tion at Wilmot United Church these days as 
preparations are made for the October 2 cele-
bration of our officially becoming a member 
of Affirm United. On this day we will be 
joining with 161 other Affirming Ministries 
across Canada who have also taken the jour-
ney to help people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities find supportive and safe 
community within the United Church. In ad-
dition, there are 90 other faith communities 
currently working toward becoming Affirm-
ing Ministries. 
 
Church committees, individuals and Ministry 
staff are joining together to make this a cele-
bration to be remembered as an important 
part of our history. It will mark the culmina-
tion of many years of faith-based discussion 
and discernment to come together as a united 
faith community. Anyone who was in atten-
dance at the congregational meeting to for-
mally vote on becoming Affirming will re-
member the nail-biting anticipation as the 
vote was counted! 
 
Highlights of the October 2 celebration will 
include: 
 the opportunity to hear and meet Rev. 

Jordan Cantwell, Moderator of The 
United Church of Canada; 

 presentation of the official Affirm certifi-
cate by Tony Burnett on behalf of Affirm 

SEX
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ideas and insights, or not, as they 
choose, and all expressed thoughts are 
respected and valued. The first fall ses-
sion will start on Thursday, Sept. 29 at 
4:00 to 5:30 pm. Everyone is welcome.  

The Seekers Group has explored several 
of Crossan’s books in the past and it is a 
fair question to ask what is new and ex-
citing about his latest publication. Cros-
san again uses his meticulous discipline 
of deconstructing the social, political, 
environmental and extant archeological 
elements within Christianity’s sacred 
texts, and draws his conclusion that the 
message is dependent on the cultural 
matrix of the time and political situation 
when the text was written.  

Matrix in our 21st century is a term 
most often used by Computer Scientists 
to describe input and output codes that 
generate understandable signals of 
sound, image or text. In other words ma-
trices are the genesis of the final prod-
uct. Crossan’s thesis is that reading our 
Christian Bible demands “awareness of 
matrix, that is, anything spoken or writ-
ten must first be understood within its 
own time and place. Matrix is the back-
ground you cannot skip, the context you 
cannot avoid.” He then takes you step 
by step on a sojourn through the Bible 
in its integrated totality from the Meso-
potamian creation stories around 2000 
BCE to John’s Revelation during the 
Roman rule of the emperor Domitian 81
-96 AD.  

Following through on Crossan’s ration-
alization of matrix for discerning the 
written archive of any religion’s sacred 
text we must also be objective about the 
social and political and cultural context 
for carrying out our Christian faith in 
our present time. Our eyes are never 
wide enough to see the continual unfurl-
ing of civilization’s canvas, hence the 
quest for spiritual truth never ends. 

☺L. Caseley 

 

Pastor Sarah Magie 
to be our Anniversary Sunday Speaker 

November 20 
Many of you will already know Pastor Sarah, the 
intern supply minister at St. Paul’s United Church 
from last January until January 2018. If so, you have 

admired her lively sermons. 
You will also have been en-
chanted with her adorable 
little Emma who inhabits 
both Wilmot and St. Paul’s 
with such confidence.  

 
I have noticed that some ministers’ children have 
been made so uncomfortable in their parents’ 
churches that they never want to darken a church 
door again. Pastor Sarah’s mother and father are 
both ministers and each made her feel comfortable 
in their various churches in eastern Ontario. If as a 
child she wandered onto the altar, her father would 
pick her up and sit her on the pulpit where she could 
survey the wondrous world of the congregation. 
 
Sarah received both her BA in philosophy and her 
MA in Divinity from Queen’s University. The Pas-
tor in her name is like a nickname, once bestowed 
upon her by the pastor of her neighbouring church. 
Since she is not yet an ordained minister, she is not 
Reverend, but she likes Pastor so well she thinks she 
will keep it even when she is ordained.  
 
As a candidate for ordination, she is participating in 
the new way of doing discernment being tried out at 
the Bay of Quinte Conference. She is on loan from 
the chaplaincy of the Canadian Armed Forces in 
which she is a Lieutenant. Her husband is an artil-
lery officer in the Canadian Armed Forces. 
  
Sarah has a passion for a chaplaincy type of minis-
try — in the Canadian Forces as well as in prisons 
and hospitals. She feels that she is especially called 
to military ministry; it is fast-paced, always some-
thing new, the focus on pastoral care. She is not 
called to congregational ministry because she feels 
that she doesn’t have the gifts of dealing with the 
politics and business of running a church. 
  
Sarah is happy that she and Reverend Bowley are 
equal at St. Paul’s, a true team ministry. 

 
☺Nancy Bauer 
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The Daunting Task of Downsizing 
a Denomination 

 
The United Church of Canada, the 
denomination to which Wilmot United 
Church proudly belongs, is going through a 
process which brings new meaning to the 

currently prevalent word “downsizing”. 
This 91-year-old grand nonagenarian, 
offspring of three founding denominations in 
1925, is finding it difficult to survive under 
the constraints of its current human and 
temporal resources, and is looking to move 
from a four-storied structure to a triplex 
arrangement before the end of this decade. At 
the 42nd General Council meeting in June 
2015 a motion was passed to submit 8 remits 
for restructuring the denomination from a 
four court system of Congregation/Pastoral 
Charge; Presbytery; Conference; and General 
Council with administrative headquarters in 
Toronto, to three councils consisting of 
Communities of Faith (Congregations, 
Pastoral Charges or other faith-based 
groups); Regional Councils; and a 
Denominational Council. The word “court”, 
originally a secular term used in the 1925 
Basis of Union, is replaced by “council” to 
signify our concilliar system, a system in 
which decision-making authority rests with 
councils in the church, not executive 
directives by individuals. 
 

A letter has gone out to all Pastoral Charges 
and Presbyteries outlining the process of 
disseminating information on the remits, 
making media resources such as videos and 
webinars available, plus question and answer 
opportunities before the June 2017 voting 
deadline on the principle remit of changing 
the denominational structure. Other remits 

will be dealt with later, depending on the 
result of the June 2017 vote. 
 
The governing body (Board or Council) of 
every Pastoral Charge, and every Presbytery 
is not only entitled to vote on these issues but, 
by the articles of incorporation, is required to 
be counted in the final outcome, in that the 
absence of a vote from one of these bodies is 
considered a vote against the remit questions. 
Wilmot Church Council will have a 
presentation and discussion at upcoming 
Council meetings regarding the 8 remits in 
preparation for the June 2017 vote, and a 
process is being developed whereby our 
congregation can be part of this learning 
experience with a forum to hear the views of 
members and adherents. 
 
It is projected that, along with present 
financial cuts to church budgets, the proposed 
structural changes will initially save the 
church at least $10 million. Even if the remits 
for change do not pass, cost reduction 
activities such as staff reductions across the 
broader church, will be implemented. It is 
anticipated that staffing will drop another 10 
to 15% by mid-2017 in addition to the 40% 
drop already achieved through retirements, 
layoffs, etc. You can find more information, 
study guides and Q & A documents at 
GC42.ca/remits. The definition of a remit, 
what constitutes a quorum, what is meant by 
absolute majority, etc. can be found here. 
 

A major change in life events always brings 
about strong emotional reactions. Change is 
painful and that pain must be acknowledged. 
We experience grief for the loss of our past 
investment in the veracity and significance of 
our long-held beliefs and the structures that 
supported them. These historical ties need to 
be affirmed and celebrated. However for 
something new to happen in life something 
must be lost. We are urged to keep in mind 
Joshua 1:9 Be strong and courageous...for 
your God is with you wherever you go. No 
matter the future structure of our church our 
creed will remain: “We are not alone. We live 
in God’s world...” 

☺L. Caseley 



Page 9 Volume 27 Issue 3  

ners, including Isaac’s Way for the Saturday 
Night Drop-In program. It is not uncommon 
to receive regular thanks from program par-

ticipants. During the summer a day excursion 
to McAdam was led by Norm Laverty. Close 
to 20 members of the Drop-In program en-
joyed visiting the historic train station and a 
meal after. Thank you to the volunteer drivers 
for making this outing a reality! 

You can read more about Wilmot’s program 
to support refugee families in a separate arti-
cle (see page 5). Elaine Kenyon @ 455-7954 
ekenyon@nbnet.nb.ca is the Outreach contact 
for the Inter-Church Refugee Committee. 

We are always looking for volunteers to be 
part of the Wednesdays@Wilmot (W@W), 
Saturday Night Drop-In and Community 
Kitchen teams. W@W offers a safe and sup-
portive environment for people living in pov-
erty. Every Wednesday afternoon, Wilmot 
volunteers provide a welcoming place to so-
cialize, a nutritious meal, and access to com-

Outreach Committee 
 

It was wonderful to see so many people inter-
ested in Wilmot activities at coffee on Wel-
come Sunday! If you didn’t get that opportu-
nity this is to update you on some of the main 
priorities of the Outreach committee. First, 
thank you for supporting the ongoing work of 
the Outreach Committee. Your financial and 
in-kind contributions, as well as your personal 
volunteering, enables Wilmot to reach out to 
people in our community in many important 
ways. 
 
Outreach is continuing many of its activities 
this year and we invite you to get in touch 
with us if you are interested in becoming 
more involved. Consider just dropping by at 
any of our programs to see if the fit is right for 
you to volunteer. No pressure! 

The main programs delivered by Outreach are 
the Fair Trade booth, selling a range of prod-
ucts including tea, coffee, olive oil and choco-
late on Sunday mornings; the Hamper Pro-

gram which delivers 
food, clothing and gifts 
to newcomer families at 
Christmas; Saturday 
Evening Drop–In; 
Wednesdays @ Wilmot; 
the Inter-Church Refu-
gee Committee; Access 
to Justice; and the Com-
munity Kitchen. 

 
Monthly soup lunches and donations to the 
Benevolent Fund support Wilmot’s Outreach 
programs. We are also so fortunate to receive 
support from a number of community part-

Outreach continued on page 10 
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munity social workers who help with educa-
tion, employment, housing and personal mat-
ters. W@W welcomes donations of fruit, 
snacking vegetables, cookies, coffee, etc. and 
donations of money to the Benevolent Fund 
from which food vouchers are purchased. 
Hearty thanks to the Wilmot congregation and 

volunteers and to our community partners: 
Fredericton Community Foundation for the 
last two years, Atlantic Super Store (Smythe 
St.), Victory Meat Market and Shoppers Drug 
Mart (Kings Place). Please contact Rita Roach 
for more information on W@W: 
reetie2012@gmail.com. 
On Sunday, Sept. 25, Wilmot will be open to 

the public as part of the City of Fredericton’s 
Doors Open event. If you would like to wel-
come visitors for a couple of hours in the af-
ternoon please contact Lynn at 459-3626 or 
mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca. 
 
On October 2, Outreach, UCW and other con-
gregation members will be organizing a spe-
cial lunch following the celebration of Wilmot 
becoming an Affirming Congregation. We 
hope that you will stay and contribute to the 
congregational lunch. If your name starts with 
the letters A through P, we ask you to bring 
sandwiches. Q-Z are asked to donate sweets 
or squares. Any labelled gluten-free food 
would be appreciated! 
 
Before long we will have the Mitten Tree in 
the gym identifying needs/gift ideas for new-
comer families. Wilmot works closely with 
the Fredericton Multicultural Association to 
support families in this program. Elaine Ken-

yon is also coordinat-
ing this program. 
 
All of our Wilmot 
community members 
are the backbone of 
the success of Out-
reach work. You are 
welcome to be in-
volved in one or sev-

eral Outreach activities as your time, interest 
and skills allow. Feel free to contact 
the Outreach co-chairs – Terri MacLean at 
tmaclean@unb.ca or Lynn MacKinnon at 
mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca if you would like fur-
ther information. 

☺Lynn MacKinnon 
 
 

Wilmot Auction 2016 
Get ready for the thrill of a Wilmot Auction 
set for November 26th! With both a live and a 
silent auction to happen simultaneously, the 
event promises to be a great day of fellow-
ship, fun and fundraising for the Wilmot com-

munity. Along with 
the need for a team 
of volunteers and a 
packed room of bid-
ders, a successful 
Wilmot Auction is 

dependent on having hundreds of quality 
items on the auction block.  
 
Please consider what special items you might 
offer to enhance our auction. It may be that 
you have artwork, fine jewelry, hand and 
power tools, china, office chair, dresser, an-
tique rug, hall mirror, mantle clock, wingback 
chair, a unique storage cabinet, coffee table, 
appliances, kitchenware, decorator lamps, 
crystal, snow blower or collectibles that you 
would like to donate. All donors will receive a 
charitable receipt for the value that their items 
sell for at the auction. To donate any items, 
you are asked to contact Marlene at the 
Church Office (telephone: 458-1066 or e-
mail: wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca) for a time 
when someone will be available to receive 
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Church Bells and Cannon Fire 

Some Thoughts for 
Remembrance Day 

 
An invoice for $449.06 was paid in 1852 on 
behalf of the trustees of Fredericton Method-
ist Church, later re-named Wilmot United 
Church, to Henry N. Hooper & Co. Foundry, 
Boston for a 700 pound church bell to inhabit 
the belfry of a new Methodist church, replac-
ing the 1832 Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 
destroyed by the Great Fredericton Fire of 
1850. It was said that Hooper Foundry bells 
had “a high reputation for strength and excel-
lence of tone”. Atop the buttressed belfry of 
this new edifice rose a spire surmounted by a 
carved hand with a four foot index finger 
pointing heavenward which in 1852 was the 
highest point of interest in the Fredericton 
skyline. When the bell chimed all heads 
turned toward the towering spire. 
 
The Hooper Foundry had been producing 
highly prized bells and chimes since 1838. 
Henry Hooper, a son of mariners and silver-
smiths apprenticed to Paul Revere, an early 
19th century iron and brass foundry man who 
established himself in 1787. Revere cast can-
dle sticks, lamps and chandeliers for whale 
oil illumination as well as bolts, spokes, nails 
and many household necessities. Hooper 
partnered with Revere’s sons and entered the 
bell casting market at a time when bells were 
a centrepiece of community life. They were 
purchased for schools, ships, factories and 
prisons as well as churches. They were of 
great importance to colonial communities as 
there were few clocks or personal timepieces 
in that day. A church bell would toll an alarm 
for fire, to let the community know of a 
death or wedding, or to signal the start of 
Sunday worship. They were pealed in honour 
of historical or regal celebrations and chimed 
at prescribed hours of the day. 
 
The casting of bells was an exact art and 
Hooper became a master craftsman. From the 

your item(s) and record details pertaining to 
your donation. This is important to ensure 
proper tracking for charitable receipt purposes 
and to give you an opportunity to state any 
special information about your item that the 
auctioneer may wish to use to obtain the high-
est bid possible on auction day. 
 
If your donation is physically large (e.g. bed 
frame, sofa, dining room table, snow blower), 
you are encouraged to notify the Church Of-
fice of your intent to donate as early as possi-
ble but retain the item until November before 
delivering to the church. 
 
If you need a truck and driver to pick up a 
large item from your home, we can help if 
you contact Marlene to advise. Please do this 
as soon as you have made the decision to do-
nate so that we have the time needed to ar-
range transportation. 
 
Beginning in late October, there will be regu-
lar photo updates of items that have been do-
nated to the auction and there will be a live 
viewing of the items just prior to the start of 
bidding on November 26. There will be a 
meeting of all volunteers in late October. 

 
☺Judy Luton for 

Wilmot Auction 2016 Steering Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 12 

Roscoe Snodgrass celebrated his 100th 
birthday on September 2, 2016. Pearl 
performed for him on her violin and he was 
presented with a lap afghan knitted by 
Wilmot’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
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shape of the mould, to the mixture of 
metals (which sometimes included a 
superstitious pinch of silver), to the 
fine and delicate tuning on a lathe by a 
master tuner, a bell was considered a 
thing of purpose and beauty. The lar-
ger the diameter the greater the dis-
tance the chime was heard. It took 
years of experience for a bell tuner to 
become highly skilled at producing a 
note with pleasing harmonics. The 

1852 Wilmot bell sounds on Eb. 
Within a decade of the proud inaugural 
service at Fredericton Methodist 
Church, the American Civil War 
changed the complexion of North 
American industry and entrepreneur-
ship. By 1862 Hooper was manufac-
turing 12 caliber bronze field guns, 
called Napoleons, for the Union army. 
Bell metal of 80% copper and 20% tin 
was substituted with gunmetal of 90% 
copper and 10% tin (minus the pinch 
of silver) 
in order 
to with-
stand the 
heat of 
cannon 
fire. 
There 
are 
about 138 extant Napoleons today 
from the 394 that were cast at the 
Hooper foundry, some of which were 
captured by the Confederacy and 
turned against their former owners. 
These 1200 pound field cannon, 
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mounted on a two-wheeled carriage 
and pulled by horses, were named Na-
poleons after Napoleon III, the nephew 
and heir of Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
ruled the Second French Empire from 
1852 to 1870 when he seceded to Prus-
sia, ending the Franco-Prussian War. 
 
Recently Canada finished commemo-
rating the 200th Anniversary of the 
War of 1812 from a North American 
perspective. Dignitaries attended cere-
monies throughout 2012, recalling or 
re-enacting the border battles between 
American troops and defenders of 
British possessions in North America, 
battlegrounds which helped to shape 
the Canadian and U. S. border as we 
know it today. But the year 1812 was 
also shuddering under the heavy-
handed aggression of Napoleon Bona-
parte into Russia, when in December 
he was forced to retreat from Moscow 
in the face of famine, typhus and frigid 
temperatures. Tchaikovsky’s 1812 
Overture in Eb commemorating Rus-
sia’s invincible stand combines the 
irony of church bells and cannon fire 
as a stirring anthem for all future gen-
erations. For the past 40 years, ever 
since Arthur Fiedler and the Boston 
Pops used pyrotechnics for an exhila-
rating performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
1812 Overture on Independence Day 
1974, it has been performed for count-
less U. S. Independence Day celebra-
tions, leading many Americans to be-
lieve mistakenly that it represents 
America’s victory against the British 
Empire during the War of 1812. 
 
Such myths are perpetuated as an out-
growth of the search for profound 
truths, exemplified by Henry Hooper’s 
foundry which provided both bells and 
cannons to satisfy the proclivities of 
humankind, preparing for war and 
praying for peace. 

☺L. Caseley 
August 2015 
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