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As in any organization, we at Wilmot
United Church regularly make
decisions. Some of these are small and
relatively inconsequential; others are
major and significantly impact who we
are and how we live out our mission and
ministry as a congregation. Over the
last few years, we have made many
major decisions, including:
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adopting a new Vision Statement in
2011 that helps us focus on who we
are and what we are called to do
recognizing our physical structure as
an asset and determining who would
be appropriate partners to share our
space; Big Brothers and Big Sisters
opened their offices in fall 2101
adopting a Council structure of
governance to reduce meeting time
and enhance communication
creating Wilmot on the Move in
2014 in light of our need to respond
to the financial challenges we were
facing at the time; through a number
of initiatives they helped us to
consider “what is God calling us to
do and be” and not just to look for
short term financial ‘fixes’
establishing a Diversity Committee
in 2015 to strengthen our efforts to
be an inclusive community;
becoming an Affirming
Congregation in 2016 and thus
publically declaring our support for
our brothers and sisters in the
LGBTQ community
beginning the discussion in 2015
about potential uses of our property
with the creation of the first of a
number of committees/working
groups to support our deliberations
about how to use our property to
further our mission and ministry

Reflecting back on these very significant
decisions that we have made as a

congregation in the last few years, we can
recognize two things. First, decisions
matter. We are the congregation we are
today because of the decisions we have
made and the decisions of those who came
before us. Second, how we make decisions
matters. In all of the examples above, we
have spent time consulting with each other,
reflecting individually and in groups about
who we are and what we are called to do,
considering how we can best live out our
mission and ministry, wondering about
possibilities, and assessing the potential
impact of our decisions. In summary we
have been intentional and we have taken
time and we have tried to listen for God’s
call. In the church this is often known as
‘discernment’.
In the coming months and years as we
continue to consider how to be faithful
stewards of our property, it will be
important for us to continue to use
discernment processes to guide our decision
making. To facilitate this, we have invited
the Rev. Catherine Smith to walk beside us
for a while and reflect with us on what we
might reasonably expect over the next year
as we continue to think about good
stewardship of the gift of property and
tradition we have inherited. We’ll remember
the touchstones of our Christian faith
tradition; such as our trust that we are
created by a loving God, who calls us,
equips and guides us in our journey. We’ll
think about ways and practices that can help
us listen quietly for God’s leading as we
face choices and options around property
development. What is God calling us to do
and be today? How can we remain grounded
in God’s mission?
Discussions began in late August with
Catherine regarding a special time together
on October 27th & 28th which we are calling
Expectation and Possibility. This would
include a time Friday evening to be together
as a whole congregation to share a meal and
hear a presentation. There will also be a
time of special attention to and training in
practices for wise decision-making on
Saturday for a smaller group of ‘elders’ to
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help guide our discernment process as we
move forward. Our goals are to:

Fredericton’s Pride Parade

1. Remember the touchstones of our faith,
2. Hold the touchstones of our faith as guides
and sustainers of wise choices as we discern
the way ahead.
3. Witness to the Good News and Hope of the
Gospel through our corporate actions,
decisions and wider ministry within the
Fredericton community.
☺Rose-Hannah Gaskin
Rev. Catherine Smith

On August 13th, members of our Wilmot
family participated as a group for the first
time in Fredericton’s Pride Parade. Thanks
to all those who organized and contributed to
our colourful contingent!

Catherine began her ministry with the
Sackville United Pastoral Charge in January 2013, answering the call to accompany
this congregation in and through a transition time. Born in Halifax, Catherine later
lived for many years in Montreal where
she earned her Bachelor of Theology and
Master of Divinity degrees and served
pastoral charges in the Eastern Townships
of Quebec. She is presently engaged in the
Doctor of Ministry program through St.
Stephen’s College in Edmonton, focused
on how our vulnerability opens us not only
to wounding but to blessing, to hurt and to
gift. Catherine loves tending the faith
community, inviting and encouraging the
gifts of others. She is passionate about
worship, faith formation and building
community. She seeks ways to partner the
wider community to meet the needs and
celebrate the gifts around us. Catherine
loves to write, to sing, to read and to imagine. She has two grown sons in Montreal
and shares her home in Sackville with
Mystic, a large, intense, black cat.

Wilmot Book Sale
Friday, Oct. 5 & Saturday, Oct. 6
(10:00 am to 6:00 pm each day)
Bring your used books and leave them on
the stage in the gym and visit the Book
Sale to find new treasures!
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Wilmot’s Property
Development
Journey
So Far
A look back at the journey Wilmot Church has
been on over the past almost 4 years might be
useful to provide context for our current deliberations about space needs and possible development plans.
At the annual general meeting in February 2014
the congregation recognized that Wilmot’s resources (financial and volunteer time) had not
been sufficient to meet the program needs for
several years. Every year we spent more than
we raised and had difficulty finding people willing to take on church leadership roles. With declining congregation membership, an aging congregation and buildings, and programs that often struggled to meet the needs of the community, if something wasn’t done Wilmot’s situation
would shortly become dire. It was agreed that
the congregation would commit to examining
what God was calling us to do and be (Micah
6:8) in an effort to find solutions for our problems.
The next year involved:
• The creation of the Wilmot on the Move
committee and logo.
• A series of short talks during three worship
services highlighting times in Wilmot’s past
when the congregation faced adversity and
how it came through them.
• The creations of a Wilmot Church historical
timeline (hanging in gym) covering world
events, Wilmot Church history, and congregation member stories.
• The regular publishing of simple and clear
financial information.
• The integration of discernment into worship
services.
• The move to a Council system to reduce
meeting time and improve communication.
• A questionnaire and discussion with all
church groups, committees and church leadership leading to:
 Congregational discussions to find solutions
for highlighted issues.
 A list of 50+ ideas/solutions with associated
implementation time, impact, champions

•
•
•

and description. Challenging congregation to support them.
Modernizing the church’s financial management system.
Developing a true balanced budget for
2015 that involved changes by all.
Renting several rooms in Wilmot Hall to
Big Brothers/Big Sisters.

With these changes made and a more stable
financial position, it was time to begin discussions on matching our physical space to
our ministry needs. We began this discussion because:
• Wilmot’s own groups are requesting
changes to better carry out their ministry
• Wilmot was getting regular enquiries
from developers about possible uses for
parts of our property.
• Wilmot might attract more outside rentals with a space that better adapts to
their needs.
• The City of Fredericton has embarked
on a long-term plan to redevelop downtown centred on Carleton Street.
• The Age Friendly Fredericton process is
under way.
• Many projects that we might envision
require time to discuss, plan and finance.
The discussions began in May of 2015 with
the formation of a Space Needs Committee
to provide background information about
the current use of facilities as well as exam-

ine possible future needs. In January 2016
an informational congregational meeting
was held to receive the Space Needs Committee’s report and at the AGM in February
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2016 table discussions about matching Wilmot’s physical space to our current and future
ministry were held.

•

Out of these discussions a congregational
meeting in March of 2016 decided to create a
committee to actively explore whether some
form of property development was worth doing. This committee explored a number of options and concluded that location is Wilmot’s
real property value, the property as a whole is
more valuable than the sale of any of its pieces, envisaged development of Wilmot’s property development was supported by the city’s
long-term development plan and that carefully
done property development could have a positive impact on Wilmot’s ministry and finances. To demonstrate what a possible property
development might look like the committee
sketched out a multi-phase project. The first
phase could involve the renovation of Wilmot
Hall to house a large meeting space, a modern
kitchen and smaller flexible meeting spaces.
This renovated space could accommodate
many of the programs that now take place in
the gym, parlour, kitchen, and board room.
The next phase could develop the property
outside of the original wooden church building into a multi-storey building which would
likely be retail and parking on the main level
and a combination of office space, living units
and space for Wilmot Church use on the upper levels. A negotiated lease partnership with
a large developer would be one possible method of making the second phase happen.

•

The advantages to property development such
as the scenario sketched out by the committee
include:

•
•

•
•

Many of Wilmot’s programs could run in
the renovated Wilmot Hall.
Development risk is shared.
The project utilizes the value in Wilmot's
whole property and location.
There would be a dependable annual rental income.
Wilmot’s current operating expenses for
aging buildings would be reduced.
Wilmot congregation can concentrate
more fully on its mission and ministry.

The congregation has not yet decided to implement this or any other particular property
development scenario. Rather there was
agreement that a more detailed investigation
was still warranted.
This brings us to 2017 when, at the AGM, a
Wilmot Development Working Committee was
constituted to help the congregation develop a
long run vision for property development in
relation to Wilmot's ministries. This vision
should be able to form the basis for discussions with possible development partners. As
well, the committee will help the congregation investigate the feasibility of renovating
Wilmot Hall. This would involve developing
a detailed design and funding model for the
Wilmot Hall renovations for presentation to
the congregation.
While it seems to be taking a long time, there
is a realization that decisions made will have
a big affect on our future. Therefore, it’s important that we take time to properly assess
our needs, examine our options and listen
prayerfully for God’s call. Being open to
whatever God is calling us to do and be will
help us to have confidence that our decisions
will strengthen our ministry and allow us to
fulfil our mission at the corner of King and
Carleton.
☺Craig Frame
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Please mark your calendars for soup to be
served after church on Oct 15, Nov 5 and
Dec. 3. The December 3rd date will be an
Advent lunch and we would appreciate any
extra help in the kitchen as we serve and
bring our congregation together to celebrate
Advent. Proceeds from these lunches support
Outreach projects locally and afar.

Update
Welcome to all new and returning volunteers
to the Outreach committee and our activities!
This fall promises to be a productive one as
we get many of our programs underway.
These would not happen without your support
and we very much appreciate any involvement that you may be able to offer- be it helping out in the kitchen at Wednesday @ Wilmot or a soup lunch. Please know that you are
welcome as your interest and time permits.
And, that we wouldn’t be able to carry out our
mission without you!
Mentioning Wednesday @ Wilmot, this program starts on Sept. 13 offering weekly a
healthy lunch, haircuts, advice from student
nurses and social workers, and food vouchers
(bi-weekly), to name a few areas. Some 75-90
people attend to socialize and receive food
vouchers of $20-$30. Each individual or family is eligible for a voucher every 3 months.
While this doesn’t seem like much, it would
not be possible without your donations to the
Benevolent Fund. Please continue to think of
the folks who are struggling to provide food
for their families when you are deciding
where you can make a difference. On average,
$1500 per month is provided in food vouchers
thanks to your generosity. As well, your food
and other donations are gratefully received
and are stretched as far as possible.
The Saturday Night Drop-In will start on
Sept.16. An excursion to Kings Landing took
place during the summer, thanks to organization by volunteers who made that happen!

The Fredericton Legal Advice Clinic is held
regularly at Wilmot and continued monthly
through the summer. This is an important
program for folks to understand the law with
respect to their situations. Over 150 people
attended this free clinic during the summer,
evidence of the need. Special sessions will be
coming up on pertinent issues and are presently being organized.
You will read more in this issue on the status
of our refugee families. It is hard to imagine
what it must be like to come from refugee
camps and other high risk situations to a totally new culture, climate and often language
here in Fredericton. Your donations have
been welcomed and appreciated as we try to
help settle these families into their new home
town. Thank you for your continuing support!
Please consider keeping the Fair Trade cupboard set up in the gym after church on Sunday by purchasing olive oil, teas and other
specialty products. Supporting Fair Trade is
an important way of ensuring that the maximum benefit returns back to the providers of
these goods. Many thanks to the faithful
Wilmot Sunday Community Kitchen team
volunteers who continue to support this important initiative.

Please watch the bulletin for reminders of
Outreach activities. Again, thank you for
your important support and please consider
how you might be able to help. If you are intrusted, please contact Terri Maclean or Lynn
Mackinnon, co-chairs, or anyone on the Outreach Committee.
☺Lynn MacKinnon
for the Outreach Team
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Bring Some Sun to Our World
and Yours
The Cuban Twinning Committee has a long
history at Wilmot Church with the
Semenario Evangelico De Teologia in Matanzas Cuba. We have achieved a better understanding of Cuban opportunities and how

focus. If you think you may be interested
in understanding opportunities from Cuba,
please let members of the Committee know
your interest now. Any activity has a considerable lead time. It is easier later to opt
out than to opt in.
If you have any questions or feel that you
would like to experience a new opportunity
through Cuba, please contact Greg Black,
Chair 209-5546; Norm Laverty, 455-3349.
☺Greg Black

Wilmot Artist
Virginia MacDonald

these could apply to the Wilmot and Canadian community. Increased awareness of self
and community responsibility relative to our
personnel values have been a goal that continues to grow with each new opportunity.
Looking forward to new opportunities is currently a focus for the Committee.

In the past, we have experienced different
aspects: adventure for all ages in new places,
sharing ideas about faith communities and
getting to know new friends. A range of interests have been addressed including economics, ecology, healthcare, legal aid, sewing, crocheting, and world views.
The Committee will be developing and planning programs for 2017 and 2018 early in the
Fall. The Committee has developed past programs in response to individual interests and

Virginia MacDonald enjoys painting flowers and landscapes in watercolor. Evidence of this can be seen on the walls of
Virginia and Ian’s comfortable apartment
on Valcour Drive. There are several paintings of her favorite landscape: the area
around Lorneville, New Brunswick where
she spent her early years. She speaks fondly of the Lorneville area where “you knew
all the people around you and there was a
real sense of family and community.”
Virginia enjoys bringing a painting to life
by mixing the colors and watching the pigments flow together on the paper. She especially likes letting the dark backgrounds
suggest shapes such as leaves and foliage
around her florals. Her love for watercolor
has grown since first taking a course
(Continued on page 8)
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(Virginia M continued from page 7)

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling

through Fredericton Recreation from Geneva
Murphy, an artist she describes as a gifted and
patient teacher who “has a way of making
learning to paint fun and non-intimidating.”
Geneva has organized a group of painters who
meet every Wednesday afternoon at Johnson
Avenue Senior’s Centre. “We have a wonderful time, and have become good friends. Every Christmas we exchange hand-painted
Christmas cards, and we have an art show and
luncheon in May when we exhibit our work.”
Virginia mostly paints for her own enjoyment
and for family and friends. She likes to paint
from photographs she has taken.
Virginia’s husband Ian is a retired United
Church minister and they have three grown
children, Marilyn, Gail and Michael with
homes in Halifax, Summerside and Toronto.
Her daughter who lives on PEI also enjoys
taking photos and Virginia has painted several
scenes with familiar ocean views and red
rocks.
Virginia and Ian have had an interesting life,
having lived in Montreal, Arnprior, Kentville,
Vernon Bridge and now Fredericton. She
fondly recalls living in Montreal during Expo
67 and laughs when she talks about the
amount of company they had at that time, as
Expo was such a popular destination. Their
church was designated as a "host church" and
they welcomed busloads of visitors.
Over the years Virginia has worked as a substitute teacher and now, following Ian’s retirement from Gibson United Church, they are
enjoying being part of the Wilmot family.
They first came to Wilmot when Peter Short
and Isabel Black were our ministers. Virginia
also enjoys playing the piano and spending
time with their two grandchildren. They are
excited to be welcoming a new grandchild in
September.
Look for one of Virginia’s beautiful watercolors as you enter Wilmot through the Carleton
Street entrance.
☺Kathie Goggin

Our Anniversary Sunday guest speaker is a
most distinguished man, the senior minister
for the last 18 years of one of the most wellknown United Churches, Timothy Eaton Memorial. His résumé is impressive indeed, but
he obviously has the common touch as well.
His biography states that he loves “playing
the guitar, golfing, auto racing (he is an
Indycar Chaplain).” This latter will appeal to
our webmaster Dylan Sweeney.
Dr. Stirling was born in the United Kingdom,
received his education in England, Bermuda,
Canada and South Africa. He was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Divinity by Wycliffe College in recognition of his contribution to
preaching, and was appointed a Fellow of
Acadia Divinity College. He has written two
books and over 50 articles, was a Visiting
Scholar at Harvard Divinity School and at
Oxford University and has taught at the University of Toronto, Emmanuel and Wycliffe
colleges.
Rose-Hannah is an enthusiast of his preaching. For the last five years she has been with
him in Toronto at an annual teaching conference. She tells me that he has given a master
class in preaching at Acadia and is among the
top headliners of North American preachers.
In his YouTube video on his call to ministry
in Capetown South Africa—quite an amazing,
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even uncanny, story—he tells of flying from
South Africa to his first church, River John,
Pictou county. Rose-Hannah thought he even
had a connection with Minto, so I asked him,
and he replied, “I graduated from Minto Memorial High School in 1976. My Father at the
time was the minister of the United Church in
Minto and we moved there from the United
Kingdom.” He actually worshipped here when
he was a teenager and says he looks forward
to his “reunion with Wilmot”. He has
preached all over the world, on four continents, been given accolades from many distinguished institutions, and lands here at Wilmot
November 19. God does really work in mysterious ways.
☺Nancy Bauer

left on the stage at any time. Following that,
the Annual Pie Day happens on Thursday,

November 2nd. There will be members taking
orders in the gym following church on Sunday, October 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.
Friday, December 1st is our Bake Sale and

UCW NEWS
As the days grow a little
shorter and the nights a
little cooler, it always
feels warm and cosy to
light a candle on the dinner table and prepare for
the fall activities with anticipation. It’s a busy
time for UCW and the first thing we’ll be organizing is the Fall Rummage Sale.

Starting Friday, October 20th from 3 – 7 pm
and Saturday the 21st from 9 – noon.
We are so grateful for all the help and participation we receive from the whole congregation that it is uplifting to all of us as each
event unfolds. As in the past, donations can be

New-to-You Sale from 9 am to 1 pm. Donations can be brought in on Thursday, November 30th from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm when preparation for the sale will be going on. There will
also be information in the Sunday bulletins as
time goes by.
Our next regular meeting will be Monday,
October 16th in the Parlor at 1:00 pm. We invite all women in the congregation to join us
in warmth, work and womanship as we strive
to do good things in and around our church
community. It doesn’t matter how long
you’ve been coming to Wilmot, or how old
you are, or even if you feel you have nothing
to contribute. Everyone can find fun and fulfilment in this group.
Quote for the day: “Do not blame God for
having created the tiger, but thank Him for
not having given it wings.” – from The Little
Book of African Wisdom, Ethiopia
☺Lorie Nielsen
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Fishing Tips

Pentland was the theme speaker at Maritime
Conference Annual Meeting this year. At
Wilmot, we will use this book as a stimulus
for dreaming and visioning what Wilmot can
be and do in the future.
It will be an item of discussion at each
Council meeting and in the Committees of
Council. In addition many individuals are also
reading the book and joining the conversation.
Copies of the book are available for
borrowing. Why not let your curiosity lead
you into wondering and imagining a bright
and faithful future for our faith community?

by John Pentland
The Reverend Dr. John Pentland has written a
very engaging book which describes his
ministry at Hillhurst United Church which
began in 2004.

The subtitle of the book is telling: How
curiosity transformed a community of faith.
The book is organized into 9 chapters of
“tips". As an example, the first tip is “Let
Leaders Lead”.
The image of fishing comes from a wonderful
story in the Gospel of John, Chapter 21. You
will likely remember it: In the days following
Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples are out fishing
and catch nothing all night. Discouraged,
they prepare to call it a day and go back to
shore, when a figure on the beach calls out to
them, suggesting that they throw their nets
over the other side of the boat. Not very
enthusiastically, they do this, only to find their
nets bursting with fish!
One main theme of the book is, therefore,
curiosity and trying things in new and
different ways. This approach has indeed
transformed his congregation in impressive
ways which the book outlines.

☺Rose~Hannah Gaskin

Wilmot Youth, part of the Bridge Project,
on the Fredericton walking bridge Sept. 8th
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Interchurch Refugee
Committee Update
July 2016 we welcomed the Ramadan family
from Syria. This family have two children,
boys aged 16 and 4. The past year this family
has experienced a number of difficulties as
they settled in their new home. Our financial
commitment with this family was finished at
the end of July 2017. We do keep in contact
with them.
On July 31st, 2017 we welcomed another
Syrian family just as our contract with the
Ramadans finished. The Al Rahi family are a
family of four, two children, 4 year old girl –
Leen, and 3 month baby boy - Omar. Fatima
and Ammar, the parents, speak some English.
They are living in an apartment on Priestman
St. across from Priestman St School and have
been very busy settling into a new
community. They have had their health
assessments at the Downtown Health Clinic,
English language assessment tests – which
identify their level of English for placement in
the English classes at the Multicultural

Association (MCAF). Fatima and Ammar are
enthusiastic and appear to be adjusting well
at this time.
On May 25, 2017 we welcomed the Shege
family from the Congo. They had been living
as refugees in Uganda for a number of years.
We co-sponsored this family with family
members living here in Fredericton. The
family consists of the Dad, Eugene, his three
daughters in their early 20”s and a grandson
2 yrs old. We have provided some support
but they are being well cared for by the three
families living in Fredericton. The dad is in
English classes at the MCAF and his
grandson in child minding at MCAF, the
three girls are working part time and
attending Eastern College part time. The
application for this family to come to Canada
began in early 2013.
Thank you to everyone who has provided
support as we work with the new families as
they settle in Fredericton.
☺Elaine Kenyon

The Shege family from the Congo arriving in the Fredericton airport
surrounded by their excited family members.
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Property Development
Survey Results
During the Sunday service on June 11th the
Property Development Committee asked the
members of the congregation (and adherents)
to complete a short survey. The survey was
designed to help the committee understand the
general feelings of our community with
regards to our current use of space and what
space Wilmot should create for our the future.
As a reminder, the Property Development
Committee members are: Jeff Beairsto, Greg
Black, Craig Frame, Lynn Fullarton, John
Leroux, Andy Secord, and Sheila Washburn.
The committee is mandated to engage the
congregation in conversation with respect to
how the property of Wilmot can be best
utilized to meet our current and future needs.
Most of the questions within the survey were
on a five point scale; strongly disagree to
strongly agree. This summary will show the
short form of these questions and the
percentage of respondents who agreed or
strongly agreed. (See Chart on Page 13)
Importantly, it is clear that nearly all agree
that Wilmot should develop its property to
better serve our mission delivery and financial
sustainability. Other conclusions include:
A mix of senior, affordable, and typical
market rate housing has strong support.
The congregation feels strongly that we need
a large gathering space other than the
sanctuary but that it does not need to be high
ceilinged room like a gymnasium. The need
for efficient storage, a refurbished kitchen,
and rooms with flexible uses is clear.
One question tried to ascertain the degree to
which we should blend the focus of our
property development between financial
sustainability and ministry & mission. There
was unequivocal support for an evenly
blended approach. While there was a minor
skew toward ministry & mission in the tenpoint scale, fifty-eight percent (58%) voiced
support for an equal split.

There was one simple yes or no question: do
we currently use our space efficiently? Fewer
than thirty-eight percent (38%) think we’re
efficiently using our current space.
The remaining questions asked the
respondent to indicate: yes, perhaps, or no.
Ninety-four percent (94%) of the respondents
indicated yes or perhaps to explore the use of
Wilmot Hall as a refurbished and
contemporary gathering space and kitchen.
Ninety-six percent (96%) agreed (yes or
perhaps) we could properly function with a
gathering space smaller than the gymnasium.
Thank you to the more than one hundred
(100) respondents who provided valuable
input to our process. This autumn the
committee will continue to engage with the
various groups within Wilmot to better
understand their space needs. We were
pleased to see strong consensus within the
congregation on the key issues of property
development and look forward to sharing
our findings in 2018.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the
Property Development Committee
☺Jeff Beairsto

Do you work with Yarn, Fabric,
Wood, Paints, Etc.?
Wilmot Quilters
will be hosting a
tea and show/sale
next spring and
we are inviting
all members of
the congregation
to share their
(Continued on Page 13)
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Property Development Survey Results
Proposal

Percentage who agreed or
strongly agreed

Develop property for mission
Develop property for financial sustainability
Affordable housing
Seniors housing
Accessible (barrier-free) housing
Typical market rental housing
Mix of the above types of housing
Street-level commercial and office rental

91
84
63
61
72
42
59
50

More onsite parking than currently
Rent space that we can share with tenant
Rent space for tenant’s exclusive use
Large gathering space (other than sanctuary)
High ceiling gym (i.e. for basketball)
Need a gathering space other than sanctuary
Refurbished kitchen
Efficient storage
Flexible rooms

52
90
83
64
21
89
84
87
88

We should consider the city plan?

65

(Wilmot Quilters continued)

passions, talents, and hobbies. Further details
will be provided in the coming months, but
now is the time to think about what items you
might like to display or sell. All proceeds will
go toward church expenses.
☺Shirley Cleave

Come see what
he is painting!
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CHILDREN AND
YOUTH CORNER
Can it be September already? School has
started and the activity at Wilmot is revving
up for another busy year. Our summer saw the
congregations of St. Paul’s and Wilmot coming together for 10 weeks with programming
in place for all. St. Paul’s, Forest Hill & Wilmot’s VBS program held here at Wilmot was
a great success as well. I would like to extend
a sincere thank you to everyone who was able
to lend a hand at our various events in so
many ways. THANK YOU!
The summer began with Lucie Vezina off to
Italy to take a course for a University credit.
Just so happened that John Leroux was one of
the instructors. We saw Olivia Rowinski off
to the Canada Games, Claire Vezina and Matthew Messenger off to CISV (Children’s International Summer Village). There were trips

Vous event – a gathering of some 500 youth
from across the country. The energy was infectious. The presentations, music, worship –
amazing! My ’fitbit’ said that we walked
some 18,000 steps a day! When a university
student stands before a gathering of young
people and speaks about how to ‘Be the
Church” with great passion, one cannot help
but be moved. One of the guest presenters
asked “Are there any age limitations to being
the next Moderator of the United Church of
Canada?” It was a great few days and we
have so much to share with you over the
coming months.
The summer also saw the unfolding of our
piece of the Bridge Project that was held last
weekend. It was a great success with seven
of our youth representing Wilmot. Loic &
Yann Enriquez, Jamie Heard, Tait Leroux,
Mya McAllister, Livia & Sydney Wilson
worked together with Alex Rioux from Solo
Chicken Productions to write a little skit reflecting our history. The youth and I cannot
thank Jamie Atkinson, John Leroux and Jeff
Beairsto enough for their time & talent in
creating our backdrop (Jamie - the hand and

to lakes, to grandparents, to weddings, to day
camps and week long camps, to family reunions, to soccer, baseball, swimming, dancing
and the list goes on. It was a busy but great
summer. We also wish Madeline Messenger a
great work term in Shanghai as part of her
university studies at Queens. A NEAT OPPORTUNITY!

In August, Matthew Chase and I headed off to
Montreal for the United Church’s Rendez-

Guy Vezina with 4-year-old
Evelyn assisting work on a lifesize replica of The Hand that
once pointed skyward atop
Wilmot’s steeple.
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John & Jeff - the facade of Wilmot). As one
of the youth said, “It was the best!” THANK
YOU!
For a number of years, we have used the program Seasons of the Spirit for the Sunday
School Program and so decided this year to
have a change - a curriculum entitled “DEEP
BLUE” complete with stories, science experiments, animated video storytelling, cooking, music,
games and more.
We are looking
forward to an
exciting year.
Youth groups will begin soon, so stay tuned.

Roscoe Snodgrass,
our most senior member, on his 101
birthday, with the replica of The
Hand which he remembers being on
top of our steeple.

The Fredericton Indoor Pool in Nashwaaksis
has been booked for our Annual Congregational Swim. This year it will be on Saturday
afternoon, October 28 from 4:15 – 5:15. Be
sure and mark your calendars. This is for all
ages, so bring your children and grandchildren
and join us for this great outing.
Thank you & Blessings,
☺Ellen & our children and youth

On the bridge with Peter
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SAMPLER SATURDAY

We’re on the
web at
wilmotuc.nb.ca
H AVE

YOU CHECKED
LATELY?

This newsletter
can also be read
in colour
online on our
web site.

The Faith Formation Committee has
been considering a variety of programs that might be of interest to our
Wilmot family. One evening, as
many ideas were surfacing, we
thought that it would be great to
have a day when we offer a small
sample of many events. SAMPLER
SATURDAY was born. It will be a
day (October 14) when a number of
activities will be offered. One may
come to as few or as many as they
wish. Each activity will be about 45
minutes in length.
A few that are being considered:

Words from Wilmot

BREAD MAKING – coming together to make bread to share with
others. The art of making bread is
ancient and mentioned often in the
scriptures.

AN INTRODUCTION - Shawls
have been made for several years
here at Wilmot reminding folks of
God’s unconditional love.

is available in

LARGE
PRINT
for those with
impaired vision.
These will be
available
for each issue.

This gentle and yet effective yoga
will provide physical, mental and
spiritual benefits.
Last year, a gathering of over 1500
singers came to a Generating Station in Toronto to sing Leonard Cohen's Hallelujah. As one writer
said, “It was an EPIC NIGHT! to
remember.” This will be our final
event.

If you would like to receive the LARGE
PRINT edition, please
ask your Sunday
Morning Welcomer.

This will focus on understanding the
need to practice as well as paying
attention to the realities and invitations of God in the current moments
of everyday life.

Watch for more details in our worship bulletins and on our website
www.wilmotuc.nb.ca. Look forward to a great Sampler Saturday
on October 14!
☺Ellen Beairsto

Please
recycle
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