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Marlene Philips
I would like to say a sincere and heartfelt thank you to each and every one at
Wilmot for the wonderful retirement
party hosted for me on Sept. 29th. The
kind words were overwhelming and
touched me deeply. The cards, gifts
and warm hugs I received made me
feel so special. After 27 years I left
Wilmot United Church feeling loved
and appreciated. Your thoughtfulness
will never be forgotten. Wilmot will
always hold a special place in my
heart. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart. Sincerely, Marlene.

Rose-Hannah recently found this photo
while digging through memorabilia. In 1958
at age 15, she went to a church camp and
was so impressed with the worship services
that when she came home, she created one
herself. She dressed in a sheet and towel,
made some crosses, and picked some wild
roses. Her little sister Margaret was her congregation. In 1998, forty years later, she
was called to the ministry. She had forgotten all about this incident until reminded by
the photo.
☺Nancy Bauer

Ministry & Personnel Committee
Following worship on the last Sunday in
June and Sept, the congregation celebrated
Virginia Leiter, organist and Marlene Phillips, office administrator showing our appreciation and wishing them all the best in
their retirement. M&P are pleased and excited to welcome to the Wilmot Staff team,
Chantal Gagnon, Office Administrator and
Margaret MacDonald, Organist. Their
skills, professionalism, past experiences,
and friendly personalities will complete our
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staff team and support the ministries & work
of Wilmot Church. Thank you to Craig
Frame, Steven Peacock, Arlene Pineo, and
Rose-Hannah for being on interview committees this past summer.
Changes in our staff continue with Rev. RoseHannah Gaskin’s retirement Dec 31/19. With
much gratitude and love we will be saying
goodbye & best wishes to Rose-Hannah as
she prepares to enter her retirement. We will
notify you of a date when we can formally do
this as a congregation.
What happens next? A small committee,
Shirley Cleave- Church Council rep, Judy
Coates- M&P rep, and Ann Kennedy- Congregation rep are exploring possible coverage
plans & Supply Minister Appointment. We
will keep you posted as the process unfolds.
After the visioning process discerns our future and thus ministry personnel needs, a
community profile will be written and posted
to the Church Hub. Church Hub is a new
online space for United church communities
of faith and ministry personnel to connect
with each other. A search committee will be
established by Council.
Early October, M&P hosted a ‘Staff Appreciation’ dinner. This has become an enjoyable
tradition, a concrete way to say thank you,
and a time for staff & M&P committee members to socialize with each other nurturing our
relationships.
An annual review of responsibilities & needs
of our staff/church is an important function of
M&P. With this in mind, Ruth Breen organized an October meeting for our casual Door
Supervisors, Randy and Chantal. Thanks to
Greg Black, Property and Maintenance committee member for assisting with this.
Please feel free to contact your M&P committee members anytime since one of our responsibilities is overseeing the relationship of the
pastoral charge staff to each other and to people in the congregation.
☺Judy Coates
Chair 454-5631
judycoates@rogers.com

Christmas
Goes Back
To
The Attic

Christmas goes back to the attic: toys
saved for somebody's grandchild,
magazines
kept for their ancient poetry, the bassinet
and the christening gown
and all the musty sleeping bags
we used to air out once a year—
and used them, yes. The last time it was cold
and our arthritis throbbed like rain.
I got up once, in hope of stars,
but a thin cloud like a veil of dust
let only a very few seep through,
and they were planes.
Last night when the hard winds rattled
the house, I stepped out onto the patio
to peer beyond the street-lights. There,
Orion, as usual blurry, not too clear,
and a wince of stars, was it Sirius?
and mixed with the treetops on Burden Street
surely the Dipper, the Northern Bear.
Sky marks seem further than ever now,
as if I were retreating—going where?
Back to the warm now emptied house
to navigate as best I can.
Everything changes; the earth swings round;
the grey birds scatter their winter seed.
A new cat mutters on the sill—and as for me,
shall I renew? The bells in the cathedral ring
Old Year, New Year- they seem the same—
like the scarlet berries capped with snow
that hang upon the crab tree just below
the window here. A page in next year's
calendar stirs and flaps in a tiny breeze.
Time, say the clocks, to begin again.
I must renew.
☺M. Travis Lane
from
The All-Nighter's Radio
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diploma in Business Administration with an
option in Finance while raising on my own a
young teenage son. However, as a single
parent there were times before accomplishing my diploma that I worked a variety of
jobs: nursing home activity director, museum guide and on a pig farm in the maternity
section delivering adorable little piglets.

Hello, from Chantal Gagnon,
Office Administrator
My journey began in the beautiful region of Alsace Lorraine, France. My parents being military, worked, married and had their two children
in Europe. My first point of entry in Canada
was New Brunswick, CFB Chatham to be precise. However, I spent nearly 35 years growing,
learning and enjoying the Montreal region with
little stints in British Columbia where my father
received further military training.
My spiritual experience began when I was 8
years old in an old small stone church in the
heart of Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC twentyfive minutes south of Montreal. This is where I
first attended Sunday School and enjoyed listening to the life, teachings and experiences of Jesus Christ who became my guide to do better
and be better.
In my youth I participated in my school
track and field team sprints, long jump and high
jump only to break regional and provincial records. My father who became my manager was
chased down by several Montreal area teams to
have me represent them. I chose the Saint Jean
Olympics and was slated to participate in the
1984 Olympic games.....injuries stopped me
however I was able to represent Quebec at the
1979 Junior Championships in Vancouver BC.
My administrative career began at the young
age of 18 in the Canadian Forces as an administrative clerk. I served all 8 years in the military
around the Montreal region. I later received my

I am blessed with two wonderful and successful sons and two amazing grandchildren
that call me Mamie. My boys are 18 years
apart and my youngest became an uncle at 9
years old.
☺Chantal Gagnon

The Outreach Committee has had an exciting fall with Wednesdays @ Wilmot, Drop
In and other initiatives up and going. As always, thanks to you, the congregation, for
supporting our efforts in so many ways.

Wednesdays @ Wilmot: Every Wednesday
from 12:30-2:30. Your contributions to the
Benevolent fund help purchase food vouchers for approximately 60 people/families
every month. Your direct donations of food
and personal items (normally the first Sunday of the month) are also much welcomed
by our participants. Your time volunteering
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is much appreciated! If you like to bake,
treats such as cookies and sweet breads are
always enjoyed and nicely add to our array of
lunch items. We thank the Fredericton Co-op
for their significant support towards our
weekly costs, as well as our friends at St.
Dunstan’s who volunteer and provide financial donations which we use towards bus tickets.
The Fair Trade cupboard offers many items
for sale during coffee hour. It’s an excellent
option for supplementing gift baskets at
Christmas, for your own personal use and,
importantly, provides support to many farmers, producers and co-ops competing against
factory, type farms.
Community Kitchen: The Sunday evening
Community Kitchen teams can always use
help in supporting this important community
effort. Please consider contacting Ida if you
can volunteer. “orenbach@icloud.com”
Or call at 450-6395.

Soup: Thank you
for coming out to
our soup luncheons. Besides
having fun and
developing community, donations from these
lunches go directly to Outreach activities.
Our next ones will be Nov 10 and December
15, along with the Christmas congregational
lunch. The 2020 dates will be published
soon!

raise awareness of climate change issues and
determine how we may move forward in a
leadership role. Our first invitation to meet
with politicians about the 5 climate actions
identified in the recent provincial Climate
Change Action Plan has been accepted by the
Green Party. As well, some folks are attending a special conference on Climate Change
and Faith at the Tatamagouche Centre. Please
watch the bulletin for more information. You
are welcome to join this group!
We are looking for a few more
volunteers to help out with our
Saturday Night Drop-in program, either to join one of our
teams or the spares list. Team
members work once every 4
weeks, from 5:30 to 8:30 on Saturday evenings. Members of Fredericton’s downtown
community really appreciate Wilmot opening
its doors to them once a week and providing a
safe warm space for socializing, refreshments
and a light supper generously provided by the
Abbey Restaurant. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jon Sweeney
at sweeneyjonathan0@gmail.com
December: Watch for updates in the bulletin
on a possible program to assist newcomer
multicultural families. We will provide information as soon as we can!
Thanks again for your support! We welcome
new committee members so if you are curious
about how you might get involved, please
contact Terri Maclean at
tmac3938@gmail.com or Lynn MacKinnon at
mlmack@nbnet.nb.ca, Outreach committee co
-chairs, if you have questions.
We hope to see you at some of the many Wilmot activities celebrating the Advent season!

Care of the Earth Initiative: You may remember that this came about following our
Lenten series last winter. Since then, a group
of interested Wilmoteers has been meeting to

☺Lynn MacKinnon
for our Outreach Team
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Rev. Rose-Hanna Gaskin

Ten years ago, next March I was asked to
write for Words from Wilmot about our
newly-called minister, the Rev. Rose-Hannah
Gaskin. I interviewed her by phone in her
home in Vancouver. That spring turned out to
be a disordered time both for me personallymy husband was dying - and for WilmotRev. Levan had unexpectedly resigned. Rose
-Hannah arrived, calmly took charge, and
made order. She helped us re-organize
ourselves into the new ways of the United
Church. She instituted a financial track. Her
worship services invited everyone in.
Recently she has helped us weather the storm
of the United Church’s reorganization.
This of course was not what she had been
promised. She had been lured here by the
possibility of a team ministry, being able to
split the awesome responsibilities with
someone else; instead she had all this to do on
her own. She should have complained, but she
didn’t. Ten years later we find ourselves in
such a good space that we are looking
forward with hope, empowered, undertaking
an envisioning strategy for the next ten years.

Rose-Hannah is optimistic: “We have
wonderful congregational leadership Wednesdays@Wilmot for example.” This is
not her doing, she insists. Her thoughtful
beautifully organized sermons have helped
put order into my own chaos. We have had
women ministers before, but they were not in
charge. Rose-Hannah showed me what kind
of a leader a woman can be.
In spite of her optimism for Wilmot’s future,
she acknowledges that we are facing
challenges. The care of the building is one of
them. The structural report of two years ago
shows how much must be done, how much
money needs to be spent. And everywhere
there is change: the environment—Wilmot
had to deal with floods the last two years.
The population is aging. The place of the
church in society is shifting. There are no
easy, simple answers to these complex
challenges. “It’s like a Rubik’s Cube.”
The first question I asked her as she sat in my
living room with a cup of my oft-touted
coffee was “What are your plans for after you
retire?” She laughed. “That is what everyone
asks me. And I have to say that I have no
plans.” But I dug further, and her plans seem
happy indeed. “The second question I’m
asked is whether I plan to move or stay in
Fredericton. That question is easy. I plan to
stay. I love the city. My sister [Margaret
Murray] lives here.” Rose-Hannah’s three
sons are far-flung—China, Toronto,
Vancouver.

When I interviewed her ten years ago, we
talked about her great love, a subject I myself
have been interested in for 40 years, the
practice of the spiritual life. She told me
about her transforming experience studying
for a masters degree of Sacred Theology in
Spiritual Direction. She was the minister in a
small town in Cape Breton and although she
was enthralled with the area and the
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spirituality of its landscape, she was isolated.
She found out about the masters program,
applied, and began to study for the degree. In
the summer she would drive from her quiet
village to Sydney, get on a plane, and arrive
at busy LaGuardia airport. For a month she
would attend the lectures, study, and talk
with the other students. “Such a gift.”
When she moved to Vancouver, she had a
part time job as the spiritual director for the
Anglican cathedral. She learned she couldn’t
make a living at that, yet she loved the work.
She would have to do the “spiritual
directing” through sermons and her weekly
email letter. She “intentionally, explicitly”
includes what she learned in her study of the
spiritual practices. In one of her recent
sermons, Rose-Hannah spoke of “waiting”
patiently, a major aspect of the practice, a
theme that doesn’t resonate with our
contemporaries. Other practices of the
spiritual life- sacrificial love, selfdeprivation, “be at peace and just be”—are
not commonly observed in the present-day.
She has formed small groups to study these.
The number of attendees has been small, but
those who do come, love it.
Going on a spiritual journey is essential to
many different religions, and she fulfilled
that devotion with her pilgrimage to the
Camino de Santiago de Compostela. “I’ll be
unpacking the results of it for a long time.”
“Walking a labyrinth” is a mini-pilgrimage,
and that practice is one of her interests. She
instituted a labyrinth at Wilmot. She is
looking forward to discerning more of the
contemplative life.
Rose-Hannah has always had an artistic side
and hopes to develop that. I know that she
loves music because I often meet her at
concerts, so it was no surprise when she said
she looks forward to playing her harp. She
plays four instruments, “none of them well.”

In November of 2020 she is going to Venice
for a Vivaldi music festival where the
concerts will be played in the buildings in
which the composer himself performed. She
will continue to go to the Saturday operas at
the Cinema.
She would like to try rug-hooking—she once
learned to weave. She hopes to learn more
about her grandfather’s sister, Greta Gaskin.
Greta wrote for children, including a
children’s column appearing in the “New
Outlook”, the forerunner of “The Observer.”
Her trip to Italy unexpectedly spiked her
interest in St. Francis when the group went to
Assisi. She finds it strange and moving that
what he says in the 12th century resonates in
the 21st. She sees that she has been led to this
interest; it was not intentional on her part.
“The steps along the way of the spiritual life
are frequently slow and gentle.” She now has
been reading three books on the man. She
would like to learn Italian. A full and rich
retirement awaits her.
☺Nancy Bauer
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Amazing Summer for
Madeline Messenger
This summer, I was very lucky to have had
the opportunity to work abroad as an intern in
the small town of Maun, Botswana! I feel so
grateful to have been able to explore a new
part of the world, meet wonderful friends,
photograph incredible wildlife, and gain
valuable work experience in the non-profit
sector through my role with the organization,
Travel for Impact.

Travel for Impact (TFI) is a social enterprise
that works to link the travel industry with
community projects across Northern
Botswana. As tourism has become the second
largest contributor to Botswana’s economy,
TFI promotes responsible tourism, making it
possible for visitors to enjoy the pristine
landscapes and wildlife while travelling with
companies (safari operators, lodges, helicopter
tours, charter flights) that have committed to
giving back to the people and places that host
them. Through partnerships in the travel
industry, TFI redirects funds to local
grassroots initiatives focused on four pillars:
Children & Youth, Conservation, Culture &
Heritage, and Women.
☺Madeline Messenger

On only our third day of work, we were
tasked with representing TFI during a visit
from the First Lady of Botswana - such a neat
opportunity!

We were lucky to be living right on the edge
of the Okavango Delta, an area famous for its
unbelievable wildlife! These two baby
elephants playing tug-of-war melted our
hearts.

My internship partner, Monica, and I worked at the
Travel for Impact office for the summer. We edited
and wrote blog posts; designed graphics and marketing materials; corresponded with travel industry
partners; and conducted research on consumer preference in regards to ethical travel and tourism.
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An epic weekend camping out with friends
on the Salt Pans! These ancient fossilized
lakes made you feel like you were on the
surface of the moon.

On one of our first weekend adventures, we
travelled out of Botswana to see the stunning
Victoria Falls. We loved exploring the falls
from both the Zimbabwe and Zambia sides,
and we even zip-lined across!

Reaching the top of the highest sand dune in
the world in Namibia!

Two or three times per week, Monica and I
volunteered with a local breakfast program for
undernourished preschoolers. This was a great
way to build relationships with some of the
children and mothers in the area.

A huge check off my bucket list! I got the
chance to skydive in Namibia over the oldest
desert in the world and the Atlantic
Ocean. Let’s just say that my mom was not
too happy...
(Continued on Page 10)
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The sweetest pair... mama and baby white
rhino out for a stroll!

We worked closely with the basket weavers
involved in TFI’s Economic Empowerment
and Crafthood programs, helping to find
ways for them to market their beautiful
products effectively.

One of the highlights of the summer was
being invited to attend a wedding with our
coworkers!

We were
worried that
we wouldn’t
see a lion
before heading
back to
Canada...
thankfully, we
stumbled upon
twelve of them
on our final
weekend!

The Milky Way above our campsite.
Botswana might just be the most beautiful
place in the world... I can’t wait to go back!
☺Madeline
To see my photos in colour go to:
http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/wfw.html
Scroll down until you see November 2019
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Congratulations Dana!

Wilmot Growing Together

On Saturday,
September 28,
several New
Brunswick
physicians were
honoured at the
2019 Celebration
of Medicine
banquet, part of
the NBMS’s
Physician
Summit. Dr.
Dana Hanson,
along with five
of his colleagues,
was awarded the
Dana Hanson
NBMS (NB
Medical Society) Life Member. This award
is intended to recognize those members who
have made an outstanding commitment and
contribution to the profession and the
community.

Over the past 6 months, the 5 member
visioning Steering Committee along with a
dedicated team of 9 conversation facilitators
and our consultant have all been working diligently on engaging the congregation and
some key sectors of the Fredericton community in a process to discern a future direction
for our mission and ministry here at Wilmot
United Church. We have heard many voices,
and many thoughts and ideas have been
shared.

Dana studied at Dalhousie University for his
general medical degree and then went on to
McGill for his specialty training in
dermatology. Practicing in Saint John,
Medicine Hat and Fredericton, Dana’s
dedication to the medical profession did not
go unnoticed. He has not only been the
president of the New Brunswick Medical
Society but also the Canadian Medical
Association and the World Medical
Association. He has been honored with the
Order of Canada, Order of New Brunswick
and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal
among several other awards.
When offered congratulations from Wilmot’s
Pastoral Care and Health Committee, a
committee that Dana chairs, he was asked for
permission to put a note in Words from
Wilmot. Dana, in his very humble way,
simply said; “Just don’t write too much.”
CONGRATULATIONS, DANA!
☺The Pastoral, Care & Health
Committee

Why a vision for the next decade?
To ensure Wilmot continues to be relevant in
a changing society, we have a responsibility
to continually look to the future and thoughtfully discern what God is calling us to be as a
downtown church.
As a congregation, we have some very important decisions to make. A key consideration in these decisions is the recent the heritage engineering report which has identified
over one million dollars’ worth of renovations that are required over the next 10 years,
just to maintain the integrity of our buildings.
What has been done to date, and what’s next?

The Steering Committee divided our visioning work into three phases:
Phase 1 – WHAT
Between April and October we gathered information from multiple groups and individuals both inside WUC and from community
organizations and then examined it for completeness. The recently released report What
(Continued on Page 12)
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We Heard details the findings from this
phase of our work. This report was widely
circulated to the congregation through both
email and print copy. If you have not received a copy, please contact Chantal
Gagnon in the church office to request an
electronic or hard copy.
(wilmotuc@nb.sympatico.ca) or 458-1066.
Phase 2 - SO WHAT
This phase is currently underway and the
Steering Committee will be reviewing the
information gathered to date, including demographic and statistical reports on the
church and the community of Fredericton.
We will be looking for meaning/purpose,
values, and general trends in the findings.
Congregational feedback is important in this
phase as well. To date, three listening sessions were held in October as well as a facilitated discussion following the congregational
gathering on November 1st. Other opportunities for engagement will be provided in the
coming weeks.
Phase 3- NOW WHAT
In the final phase of the discernment process,
pathways to move forward will be proposed
that incorporate the findings from the previous phases. Consultation with the congregation will continue through this phase. At the
end of the phase, the congregation will need
to thoughtfully and prayerfully consider the
proposed pathways and discern future directions for our congregation.

We greatly value the participation we have
had from the congregation to this point, and
look forward to your continued guidance as
we develop our future together over the coming months. If you have any suggestions or
questions, please do not hesitate to contact
any member of the Steering Committee:
Anne Marie Atkinson, Blaine Atkinson, Ron
Buck, Shirley Cleave, or Craig Frame.
☺Shirley Cleave

Willem Paynter
Willem
Paynter
grew up in
Wilmot. He
remembers
the songs
and games
of Sunday
School and,
surprisingly, the
cooking,
but especially the
Christmas Eve services. “We attended those
every year for years and years. I still do.” In
2016 he played in Wilmot with his band, the
Hardbop Collective, for the Harvest Jazz
and Blues Festival. Will, 31, is the youngest
of Beth and Jacques Paynter’s three children, with sisters Martha and Emma. “We
are a close family.”
He is enjoying great success as a jazz musician in Halifax. His record “Wise Guy” was
nominated for Jazz Record of the Year by
ECMA; The Coast twice declared him to be
the best jazz artist of the year in Nova Scotia; and he was nominated for the Stingray
Rising Star award. He says he is “one of the
more busy” musicians in Halifax; he is
much in demand as a side bassist for other
musicians, he has regular weekly gigs at
two bars, plays at the Halifax Jazz Festival
and for weddings, New Years Eves, on
Christmas tours. He leads The Will Paynter
Trio and a new band, Lo-Fi Electric Trio
that is described on his website as “hip-hop
jazz fusion, cool vibes.” He laughs at this
busyness - “grinding it out”- and says he
still needs his day job, as a technical engineer to provide for his wife and dog.
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Will began his musical career with piano lessons from Chris Freeman of our choir. At 13
he started to take guitar lessons from Gerry
Van Wart and then our Steven Peacock. He
joined the high school band. When he was 17,
he attended a guitar summer camp at Berklee
College in Boston, in an exciting atmosphere
with other eager young musicians. One day
there, “I had the overwhelming feeling that I
should play bass.” His parents bought him an
inexpensive bass.
After he graduated from St. Francis Xavier
University’s jazz music program, he moved to
Halifax. There he deliberately worked hard to
make himself known to other musicians-“I
was thirsty for work.” He traveled to wherever
he was asked, mostly in the Maritimes, but
now he is content to stay put in Halifax.
His interest in jazz comes from his father.
“We listened to jazz a lot - John Coltrane,
Miles Davis. My father is very knowledgeable
about jazz. He is the major reason I became a
jazz musician. He deserves the credit.”
I asked Will if he knows guitarist Geordie Haley, also from Fredericton but having lived in
Halifax for 30 years. He said he plays a lot
with Geordie, so I ask Geordie about Will.
“Willem Paynter always spreads the love, hiring international, national, and local musicians at his wonderful bi-monthly show at
Obladee Wine Bar. Willem is always trying
new ways to bring jazz music to the public,
with his great bass playing and positive attitude!!” That’s our boy!
☺Nancy Bauer

Fredericton Community Kitchen
Every other Sunday at 4:00 pm, 6 to 8 of Wilmot's loyal volunteers ring the doorbell at the
Fredericton Community Kitchen, located between the Victoria Health Centre and the
Small Craft Aquatic Centre. We used to

Some members of Team B: Cristin Aalders,
Paul Munro, Wing Wong, Brenda Cameron,
and Gabby Dubé.
cover every Sunday, but now our three
teams’ alternate weeks with St. Dunstan's.
Chef Heather Hamilton (or another chef) answers the door with a smile. She's already
prepared the meal and assigns us tasks like
cutting vegetables or cheese for future meals,
folding clean laundry, or washing and drying
the serving dishes. We catch up on each other's news as we work.
At 5:00 pm, we open the door to the Kitchen's clients. The tempo picks up a bit as we
serve food, scrape dishes, or load and unload
the dishwasher. The folks coming into the
Fredericton Community Kitchen are very
appreciative of a good hot meal.
Several of our members have been helping
out at the kitchen for a long time. For instance, Wing Wong holds the distinction of
never missing a scheduled shift in 15 years,
and he often fills in when needed as well.
Supper is over at 5:45; after sweeping up,
we're out by 6:15, with a take-home package
from the chef. Satisfaction for a job well
done, and some great food as a thankyou! What more could you ask for?
If you'd like to help out on a regular basis or
as a spare, please get in touch with Ida Orenbach at 450-6395 or orenbach@icloud.com.
We'd love to have you on one of our teams!
Next dates: Nov. 3, 17, Dec. 1 and 15.
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Ten Hours for the Spirit

The UCW held it’s
Fall Rummage Sale
on October 18 and 19,
raising over $2800.00.
These rummage sales
succeed only through
the generous donations of items, time and
hard work of so many members of the
congregation. A very heartfelt thank you to
all.

Over the years, Wilmot has had a number of
retreats filled with fun, fellowship and
spiritual nourishment. Have a look at the
pictures from the past and see if you can
find a few familiar faces.

Another big event for the
UCW is our annual apple
pie making, which this
year is on Thursday,
November 7. Pies will be
made and will be ready
for pick up that day from noon until 5:00 pm.
Again, thank you to all who help make these
pies and to all who purchase and enjoy them.

Our bake sale and new-toyou sale will be held on
Friday, November 29. Items
for these sales should be
brought to the church by
Thursday, November 28.

Our first project for 2020 will be the Foodless
Food Sale. Letters will be sent out to all
members of the congregation in February.

We are pleased to say that the
UCW donated $10,000 toward
the exterior painting of the
church this past summer. It is
through your generosity that we
are able to serve Wilmot. Thank
you.
☺Judy Pope

This year, the Faith Formation Committee
thought that they would do it a little
differently allowing those who were not able
to join us for a full weekend an opportunity
to participate. The Very Rev. Dr. Peter and
Sue Short happily came onboard. “Ten
Hours for the Spirit” was born and next
weekend will see us coming together for this
special event.
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Nov 15 (Friday 5:30 – 8:30) at Wilmot beginning with supper

We thank Peter and Sue for their willingness to lead us on what is going to be a
great weekend. We are thankful that the
10th hour will be our Sunday Morning
Worship Service with Peter as our guest
preacher.

Nov 16 (Saturday 9:00 – 3:00) at Oakland
Farm & Lodge in New Maryland

Nov 17 (Sunday Morning Worship - 11:00)
☺The Faith Formation Committee
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.New Organist at

Wilmot United Church

insight from their thoughtful sermons.
Randy and Chantal have been very helpful
as I settle into this new position.
I particularly enjoy working with Steven
Peacock and the Wilmot choir. We have a
great deal of fun during the practices, but
still manage to accomplish our goal, which
is to make uplifting and meaningful music
for the congregation. The Casavant organ
and the grand piano are a dream to play, and
it’s been rewarding to practice on them on a
daily basis.

Margaret MacDonald

I look forward to serving you in the capacity
of church organist!
☺Margaret

I’m thrilled to be the new organist at Wilmot
United Church! I’ve served as an organist
and/or choir director at several churches in
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick, but the situation at Wilmot
is unique in that I get to work with another
professional musician. Having Steven
Peacock choose the anthems and direct the
choir allows me to focus on the fun of
playing the piano and organ. I’m really
enjoying practicing for the weekly services.
My mother and grandmother were both
church organists, so I come from a family of
church musicians. I’ve personally
worshipped in many different denominations,
so I have a good, overall understanding of
the various types of church music that are
employed in different settings.
I currently have a studio where I teach piano
students, but I have taught singing in the
past, and was a music teacher in the school
systems in Newfoundland, Ontario and New
Brunswick. I did my practice teaching in
England, where I had the opportunity to take
in many wonderful performances in London.
Until recently, I conducted the Fredericton
Branch #4 Royal Canadian Legion Men’s
Chorus.
I’ve been finding the staff and parishioners at
Wilmot United Church to be very friendly
and welcoming. I’ve enjoyed working with
Rose-Hannah and Ellen, and find that I glean

Sheree Fitch
Sheree Fitch, a Maritime author originally
from Fredericton, will stop on her book
launch tour at Wilmot United Church on
Friday, November 23, 7pm to 8:30 pm. She
will be interviewed by Colleen Kits-Gougan
and will have books available for
signing. Sheree is best known for her
children's books, but is writing about sorrow
in this new book for adults. You Won't
Always be This Sad chronicles her journey
in the aftermath of losing her youngest son,
and is a book for adults.
☺Lucille Caseley
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Children & Youth Corner
This past summer saw the children, & youth
from both St. Paul’s and Wilmot attending a
full day Vacation Bible School. It was a
busy but very successful week. With the
combined Sunday Worship at Wilmot in
August, we saw many volunteers step forward to provide leadership for our Summer
Sunday School. It was a great summer. And
now, here we are heading towards Christmas. How can that be?

Working together with the children and
youth of Wilmot continues to bring me such
joy and energy. They bring a smile to my
lips and fill my heart with such warmth.
They truly work towards being the hands
and feet, the mind and heart of Christ. In a
world that feeds us daily so much concern,
we are truly blessed to have the gift of our
younger ones in our midst.
This Fall, we have set up Communion in the
Sunshine room, built an imaginary bonfire.
We have heard stories from both the Old
and the New Testaments, sang songs, did
some neat crafts. We have done some science experiments, cooked and played
games. We have learned about being a good

Aiden

neighbor and have even tried to build the
village of Nazareth that Jesus would have
known. The youth have gone over to Starbucks and down to Tim’s. They have lent a
hand when needed and talked about the
world in which we live. And believe it or
not, many are learning how to operate the
dishwasher so they can help out. It has been
a wonderful Fall.
And in a few weeks we will begin our Advent journey towards Bethlehem. We will
be busy practicing our poems, our songs
and this year’s play “Live from Bethlehem”
for our Christmas Concert on December 15.
As in past years, the children and youth
will bring their gifts to us helping us to
sense the joy and the peace of that first
Christmas morn.
Once again this year, the Sunday School
will invite you to join with us as we fill our
basket each Sunday with our “White Gifts”.
The idea came to us through an article written by Krista Lovell for the Virginia Theological Seminary Newsletter a few years
ago. We will have a container each week to
hold our gifts as we respond to these questions. No wrappings necessary.

Val

Shea
(Continued on Page 18)
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Advent I - Dec 1
What food would they need for their journey
to Bethlehem? (non-perishable food)
Advent 2 – Dec 8
What did they need for warmth? (hats, gloves,
scarves, socks, etc.)
Advent 3 – Dec 15
How would they care for themselves?
(toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, soap etc.)
Advent 4 – Dec 22
How would they care for a baby? (diapers,
wipes, wash clothes etc.)

Tait, Jamie & Loic
The water was cold, the air fresh and the
conversation around Confirmation was
good. What an amazing group of young people.

These gifts will be shared among our friends
here at Wednesday at Wilmot and some will
make their way to Yellowknife to help our
friends there.
Besides our Sunday morning gatherings, our
youth have also had a number of different adventures this Fall. Perhaps the most notable
were our overnights at Oromocto Lake. We
headed out to my cottage on a Friday night –
kayaked, swam, sailed, built a bonfire, cooked
’smores, sat in the quiet of the evening and
Mya, Lily, Sydney, Jacob & Yann

Sydney, Mya & Lily
watched the stars. We played games with my
family and in the morning made rolls to share.

Our Congregational Swim this year will be
on December 7th (4:30-5:30) at the Fredericton Indoor Pool. Be sure and mark your calendars. Once again it will be in loving
memory of the late Virginia MacDonald
who was a lifetime supporter of children and
youth. What a great way to honor her
memory. We thank her husband, the Rev.
Ian MacDonald, who so graciously donated
Virginia’s tiny bags of money gathered over
the years for ‘Fun Times’. Virginia would
be pleased to know that these little bags of
money were enough to support our
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The Moderator’s Visit to
Fredericton
November 1-3, 2019

Visioning Thoughts While
Eating Mac & Cheese
Congregational Swims for two years in a
row. She would have loved to hear the
squeals of children, youth, parents, grandparents and families. Thanks you so
much, Ian.
Blessings to all our readers from the children, youth, their leadership team & Ellen.
See you on December 15th

The Right Reverend Dr. Richard Bott
The Right Reverend Dr. Richard Bott, 43rd
Moderator of the United Church of
Canada, flew into Fredericton on
Hallowe’en night (but not on a
broomstick!).
The next day, November 1, 2019, was All
Saint’s Day, and he came to Wilmot to
participate in a clergy retreat. About 20
clergy came from our Region (Fundy St.
Lawrence Dawning Waters). We began by
sharing lunch together, prepared by our
own UCW, and then Richard shared some
learning and experience from the first half
of his three-year term as our Moderator.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
(Chantal Gagnon)
Monday – Friday 10am – 4:30pm
(closed 1-1:30pm)
SEXTON HOURS
(Randy Randall)
Tues, Wed, Thurs 8:30am -12-30pm/ 6- 9pm

He finds that the transition within the
United Church to the new governance
structure is going fairly well. Communities
of faith (congregations) are managing
quite well with all the changes and with
the uncertainties of the future.
He urged clergy to be intentional about
building support networks for themselves
with 5 or 6 other church leaders. This sort
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of structure needs to develop trust
and requires great commitment.
He did his doctoral work on the
effectiveness of clergy support.
Without Presbyteries, clergy can
become isolated and stressed
unless they take the initiative to
build support groups.

We’re on the
web at
wilmotuc.nb.ca
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After hearing from Richard, we
went upstairs to the sanctuary,
which looked so lovely all set up
for the worship time. The
Moderator thought that our 228year anniversary was very special!
The retreat time together included
classical guitar which Steven
played for us, walking the
labyrinth which we borrowed from
Gibson Memorial UC, icons,
scripture, silence and prayer
candles. Everyone appreciated the
contemplative worship, as an oasis
in our busy schedules.
There was a light-hearted event at
Forest Hill United on Saturday
afternoon and then on Sunday,
November 3rd, all three
congregations gathered for shared
worship at St. Paul’s. It was their
anniversary and the Moderator
was the guest preacher.
It was a good experience to be
present on Sunday with three
United Church congregations, who
are close neighbours, present to
praise God and give thanks
together. The scripture chosen was
an Old Testament passage from 1
Kings 18. The section of the story
preached on was the mountain-top
contest Elijah arranged between
himself as the prophet of the One

God, and hundreds of prophets of the
pagan god Baal.
The message the Moderator
highlighted was that as people of
faith, Christians, we have to make
choices. This begins by us identifying
for ourselves, what gets in the way of
our relationship with God. These
things are in one sense our ‘gods’- the
things that catch us and draw us away
from following Jesus.
If we can keep our focus on the
commandments Jesus called the
greatest; to love God and to love our
neighbour like ourselves, this will
help keep us from straying off track.
This lens of love is our clue to seeing
the world as God sees it and
remaining rooted in Christian
discipleship through life.
There were a few other events on
Sunday which I was not able to
attend, however I was very glad to
have had the time with the Moderator
that I did. He’s a busy man and this
was his only stop in New Brunswick.
He flew to Halifax Sunday night and
then to Eastern Quebec and planned
to arrive in Ottawa in time for
November 11th Remembrance Day
services.
How special is it to have two
Moderators with us for the weekend?
The current one and of course the 38th
Moderator, The Very Reverend Dr.
Peter Short. How richly blessed we
are here at Wilmot!
☺Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin
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