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To read Words from Wilmot on line go to “http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/” click 

“Publications” and on the drop down menu click “Words from Wilmot.”  Enjoy a 

full colour edition of our current and past Words from Wilmot publications. 

Join us on Facebook by 

clicking the logo on our  

opening page.  
 or 

Ellie MacTavish's eyes sparkle as she 

sees her little brother, Cooper Boyd, who 

is less than a day old, for the first time. 

Her comment: "He is very small." 

April   5 - 11:00 AM Palm Sunday Worship Service 
 
April   9 - 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service at St. Paul’s 
 
April 10 - 11:00 AM Good Friday Service at Wilmot 
               "The Cry of the Whole Congregation"                                                            
    written by Walter Wangerin, Jr. 
                   Liturgical Dancer: Ally Aalders 
 
April 12 - 7:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service by the pedway 
                 at the end of Carleton St, breakfast after at St. Paul’s 
 
                11:00 AM Easter Worship Service 
 

He is Very Small 

 

The great thing about       

babies? They are like little 

bundles of hope. Like the 

future in a basket 
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 Bishop’s House – Out of the 

Cold Shelter for Homeless 

When Bishop’s House opened at the 

end of November, they approached us 
at Wilmot to be a holding centre for 
supplies.  An appeal went out to the 
community and the response was im-
mediate and generous.  Individuals and 
community organizations all went to 
the needs list and purchased pillows, 
bedding, towels, personal care prod-

ucts, cleaning supplies, hats, mitts, 
socks and clothing.   Bishop’s House 
was up and running and well supplied 
with all they needed to get the home-
less in out of the cold during the night.  
But then the question arose around 
where they spend their time during the 
day.  Doors open at 8 p.m. but the cli-

ents must leave by 7:30 the next morn-
ing.  On the bitterly cold days they 
must find a place where they can find 
shelter from the elements.  Some will 
spend time at the Community Health 
Clinic, others will go to the library and 
they can stop into King’s Place for 
short periods of time.  The idea for a 

daytime warming centre/drop-in came 
up and we approached the other faith 
organizations in the downtown area to 
see if they would be interested in work-
ing with us.  So, we canvassed for   

volunteers from the different congrega-
tions and the week of February 11th we 
opened our first drop-in.  With the help 
of Brunswick Street Baptist Church, 

Christ Central Church and Wilmot we 
have been able to find locations where 
these folks can get in out of the cold for 
an hour or two, have a warm drink and 
light snack and play cards or other 
games and activities.  Brunswick Street 
Baptist Church holds the Monday drop-
in at Barnabas House, Wilmot covers 

Tuesdays and Thursday afternoons, the 
Wednesday at Wilmot team welcomes 
everyone in for lunch on Wednesdays 
and Christ Parish Church is opening two 
Tuesdays in February and March from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for fellowship and a 
light lunch.  It is taking some time for 
the folks to get familiar with where we 

are and what we do but last Thursday we 
had 15 people in.   This winter has been 
especially severe and these folks are ap-
preciative of all the help they have re-
ceived.  It is our hope that we won’t 
have to do this next year and that the 
homeless problem in Fredericton will be 
solved.  Until then we will continue to 

work together to provide warmth and 
nourishment to those who are homeless 
in our community. 

☺Rita Roach 
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Adjustment to Office Hours and 
Building Access 

 
Church Office Hours until further notice 
will be Tuesday-Thursdays 9am - 4pm   
(12 - 1pm closed for lunch).  Randy will be 
on site Tues - Thurs 8:30am - 12:30 these 
days. 
While Tanya Mullin, our new office ad-
ministrator, is learning the financial & 
bookkeeping aspects of the job, the office 
will be closed on Mondays & Fri-
days.  This also means that the building 
will be closed unless you have a key.  To 
avoid interruptions, Tanya will not be an-
swering the doorbell, & only checking 
phone messages toward end of day. If ac-
cess is really needed Monday or Friday, 
please make prior arrangements with the 
office.  

Building Hours 
  

Tuesdays - Thursdays 
8:30am – 12:00 
1:00 – 4:00 pm 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
If you need access to the building during 
these hours, please ring the buzzer. 
Building is closed on Mondays and Fridays 

except for Special Events 
July @ Wilmot - June 28 for 5 Sundays 

 
Aug. @ St Paul's - August 2 for 5 Sundays 

Wilmot’s suitcase filled with sewing     
supplies is seen here on the bus, one of its 
many legs, on its travel to the City of     
Ciego de Ávila in the centre of Cuba.  The 
supplies will be used by a church group 
there, which is similar to Wilmot’s groups 
for quilting and prayer shawls. 

The Reverened Orestes Roca and his wife 
Wanda spent several months one winter 
with us at Wilmot upgrading their Eng-
lish.  Here he tries to lead the children’s 
story, an activity he says that he learned 
while in Fredericton.  However, he com-
petes with his son, Lucas, who adds com-
mentary.  Orestes is Dean of Studies at the 
Protestant Theological Seminary in Ma-
tanzas. Wanda leads the Kairos Centre, 
which operates similarly to Wednesday at 
Wilmot, except it is open 7 days a week. 

 
  ☺Norman Laverty 

 

Cuba Mission 
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WILMOT GROWING TOGETHER 

It’s been just over a year since Wilmot’s       

Visioning Steering Committee first met to begin 

discussions on how to undertake a comprehen-

sive visioning process with WUC ministry team 

and congregation.  Consultation and circular 

communication were a priority for the Steering 

Committee throughout its mandate. Well over 

two hundred people within the Wilmot family 

and our wider community have been engaged in 

conversations, roundtables, and surveys. The 

committee made a concerted effort to be as in-

clusive as possible to make sure all voices were 

heard. 

The visioning discernment process is now draw-

ing to a close, as Wilmot begins the transition to 

developing action plans on proposed New Initi-

atives, identified as a result of our consultations 

and data gathering.  These following nine initia-

tives respond to the needs and the opportunities 

identified and are linked to our four areas of 

ministry: Pastoral Care, Faith Formation, Wor-

ship and Outreach.   

•  New Formats for Worship 

• Reinvigorated Adult Faith Formation 

• Radical Hospitality 

• Enhanced Relationship with                        
Arts Community 

• Housing First 

• A Community Hub 

• The Works Social Inclusion 

• Greening of Wilmot 

• Volunteer Coordination 

Feedback on these initiatives and a process 

for moving them forward into action was 

received from a February 1st workshop of 

Wilmot committee members and also from 

the congregation at the February 23rd annu-

al meeting. This collective feedback has 

been incorporated into the committee’s fi-

nal report, which will be circulated elec-

tronically to the congregation in early 

April.  

 Congregational direction:  On April 5th 

the Steering Committee will present its fi-

nal report to a special congregational meet-

ing for direction regarding proceeding with 

specific New Initiatives. Some print copies 

of the final report will be available at that 

time. 

Action planning: The Steering Committee 

has proposed two more phases in the Wil-

mot Growing Together project:  a Develop-

ment phase and an Implementation phase. It 
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is important to remember that WUC is em-

barking on a 10-year vision. Proposed New 

Initiatives will vary in complexity and there-

fore the amount of time and effort required to 

implement them.  And as always, God’s plan 

may take our ”best laid plans’ off in other 

directions as we begin to move forward.  

Development groups have been identified and 

work is already underway for four of these 

Initiatives: Housing First, Adult Faith For-

mation, Volunteer Coordination and Green-

ing of Wilmot.  Work on the remaining five 

Initiatives will begin as Development Groups 

are formed or other strategies developed. 

The role of a development group is to assess 

the feasibility of the respective initiatives 

(identifying resource impacts) and to develop 

corresponding implementation plans. There 

will be a framework provided to guide devel-

opment groups in their communication with 

internal WUC committees as well as external 

groups and potential sources of funding, to 

ensure a coordinated approach going forward.  

The Executive of Council will assume re-

sponsibility for receiving and coordinating 

implementation plans from all Development 

Groups, and, if appropriate, present these to a 

special meeting of the congregation for ap-

proval.  Approval of an initiative will trigger 

the Implementation phase for that initiative, 

including the commitment of necessary re-

sources. 

Our journey of growing together continues.  

☺Anne Marie Atkinson                          

Member, Visioning Steering Committee  

Wilmot’s Ministers 

At last count Wilmot had thirteen ministers in 

its congregation: the Reverends Gil Todd, Ian 

MacDonald, Garth Caseley, Bob Jones 

(Emeritus), Ann Morwood, Bob Stevens, Cliff 

Moase (Emeritus), Don MacDougall, Kathi 

Zwicker, Brian MacDonald, Peter Short, Ellen 

Beairsto, and licensed lay minister, Elizabeth 

Savoie.  This series of interviews with them 

begins with Reverend MacDougall because he 

was the first one, I could snag. 

Don was baptized in Wilmot and grew up in 

Fredericton. His mother was a Methodist from 

Campbellton, and so when she moved to 

Fredericton it was natural for her to join Wil-

mot, before union a Methodist church. When I 

tell him that I grew up in the Methodist 

church, he observes, “I was very much influ-

enced by my mother’s Methodist upbringing.” 

Don studied at Mount Allison University and 

at Pine Hill Divinity Hall, now the Atlantic 

School of Theology.  Later he attended the 

University of Edinburgh and received an MA 

in theology from Yale University. He was the 

Chaplain at Dalhousie University, the         

(Continued on Page 6) 

Reverend Don MacDougall 
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An Opportunity to Sponsor a 

Photographic Moment  

When you arrive at Wilmot Church on a 

Sunday, have you ever wondered how much 

dedicated artistic effort went into the 

photogenic weekly worship bulletin cover 

that is passed to you, plus the formatting of 

the printed liturgy and weekly 

announcements within?  The United Church 

of Canada offers an opportunity for 

photographers across Canada to submit 

seasonal photos to be considered for both our 

bulletin covers throughout the year and our 

annual church calendar.  Go to www.united-

church.com and search “submit your photos” 

for information to share your prize photos.  

Selection for 2022 will begin shortly.  For 

each photo used there is a $100 honorarium.  

How exciting to think that a stunning photo 

of yours will contribute to worship services 

across Canada. 

There is a cliché, “A picture is worth a 

thousand words.”  But I find that each 

Sunday’s bulletin cover is a visual sermon, a 

wordless meditation that captures an awe-

inspiring subject or scene for me to savour 

and contemplate for the rest of the week. 

program director at Tatamagouche Centre, 

and finally minister at our brother church, St. 

Paul’s United. His hometown Fredericton has 

been his home base since 1996. 

After his retirement he and his wife Lois 

chose to join Wilmot because, he says with a 

grin, "She wanted to be part of a larger 

choir.”  Wilmot “fitted me reasonably well.” 

Furthermore, Wilmot encouraged him “to do 

what I want to do.” The church “has never 

looked into how authentic my doctrines are.” 

He designates these doctrines “progressive”, 

instead of “liberal.” 

Here he leads the Adult Bible Conversation, a 

most popular Sunday morning activity. I have 

greeted several friends not from our church 

coming out of its room; many people would-

n’t miss it. What is its draw, I ask Don. He 

modestly answers that he supposes it is be-

cause everyone’s opinion is valued, 

“everyone is treated with respect. We look at 

the Bible openly.” 

One of the class’s devotees, Jack Oudemans, 

asked him if they could have a group with the 

same approach but study a contemporary, 

open-minded book. Don obliged and formed 

The Seekers, meeting on Thursday after-

noons, and says with a smile, “using adult ed-

ucation best practices. We encourage conver-

sation. We create a safe space.” 

Don can often be spotted across King Street at 

the “Church of the Second Cup” (now Star-

bucks.) 

We are grateful that such a fine educator, such 

a learned man, has chosen to make his home 

among us. 

☺Nancy Bauer 

(Don MacDougall continued from page 

http://www.united-church.com
http://www.united-church.com
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United Churches that subscribe to these 

weekly bulletin covers join hands with 

worshipers from sea to sea to sea, for all to 

experience a common theme and inspiration 

each Sunday.  Any profit from the purchase 

of these bulletin covers and yearly calendars 

goes to the Mission and Service Fund, a 

wider connection with those who serve 

around the world. 

Each week our Office Manager formats the 

worship liturgy, planned by our ministers and 

musicians, plus the announcements with 

added eye-catching graphics – altogether a 

team effort. 

You can sponsor one of these Sunday 

bulletins for many reasons such as a 

memorial for a loved one; to celebrate a 

wedding, anniversary, or special occasion; to 

deliver a congratulatory message; or to 

highlight a designated international day 

which speaks to your heart for personal 

reasons.  Contact our church office and 

arrange with Tanya to include your message, 

with a donation of $25 to cover the cost, for 

the Sunday of your choice.  Our Wilmot 

family thanks all who contribute. 

☺L. Caseley 

 

UCW NEWS 
 
UCW members recently sent out letters to 
the congregation for the annual Foodless 
Food Sale. Donations may be sent to: Wil-
mot United Church Office, 473 King Street, 
Fredericton. NB E3B 1E5, or may also be 
placed in the Sunday offering plate, with a 
notation on the envelope “UCW Foodless 
Food Sale”. Cheques can be made payable to 
Wilmot United Church Women. Please in-
clude your name if you are donating cash for 
income tax purposes. To date we have raised 
$2420. A sincere thank you to everyone for 
your contribution. 

The World Day of Prayer service for Freder-
icton south was held on March 8th at Wil-
mot. Women in Zimbabwe prepared the ser-
vice entitled “Rise, Take Your Mat and 
Walk”.  The Bible reference was John 5: 
verse 2 – 9, Jesus heals a lame man, begin-
ning with the question “Do you want to be 
healed? The women spoke of women and 
girls facing sexual violence, of families with 
no support, of HIV/AIDS. In this situation 
they looked to each other and with God’s 
help got up to work together, love, seek 
peace and reconciliation.  Can we do less in 
out society? Readers from 10 churches pre-
sented the service to a congregation of about 
60 people including Lt Governor Honourable 

(Continued on Page 11) 

2020 Canadian Church Calendar 



Page 8 Words from Wilmot  

The Reverend Doctor Peter Short 

and Nancy Bauer 

Nancy: I had interviewed Peter several times, 

but when I asked him if I could interview him 

for Words from Wilmot, he grinned and said, 

“Why don’t we interview each other!” That 

sounded like great fun. He came to my house 

one morning, and we talked seriously about 

serious matters but with plenty of laughs.  He 

began by telling me of his recent visit to his 

91-year-old mother in her nursing home with 

Alzheimer’s. It was the first time she didn’t 

know who he was, but she told him she had 

seven children and named each one in order.  

 You will see that I didn’t ask easy questions.  

What is your image of God? 

  I certainly have no visual image. I have only 

one auditory image, but God never spoke to 

me. One time in my twenties when I was in an 

evangelical group, I became quite anxious 

about my faith. One day I would think, I’m a 

believer; I have Jesus in my heart. The next 

day it would be, what was I thinking? I had to 

put an end to this flopping around. I went into 

the woods, a test. I prayed “God I need to 

know. If you are there, move that tree a little 

way. I’ll do whatever you want me to do.” I 

waited. No movement. Waited some more. 

No movement. Then I heard laughter. I don’t 

know where it came from. Might have been 

in my own head. But then I knew that there 

was not going to be any certainty. It was a 

liberating moment. I’ve never sought for 

certainty since. Faith has always been for me 

a quest. I understood in retrospect that if I 

had to be certain, I shouldn’t do it. That 

would be closer to madness than to faith. I 

have no visual image and only that one 

instance of auditory. 

I tell him of my experience of laughter as 

liberating, of my and two of my children’s 

laughing uproariously just after Bill’s death, 

my son John saying, “What will people 

think? Our father just died and here we are 

laughing.” I ask what he thinks about life 

after death. 

 I have no idea what it is. My sister lost her 

son when he was 28, a hit and run accident. 

She had to work hard to survive. But she says 

she feels closer to him now than when he was 

alive. It makes me wonder what the energy 

and power is in that. Not just memory or 

recalling, but some kind of energy that can’t 

be explained.  When they were having 

company for a BBQ, Lisa asked Jay to clean 

up the dog poop. Instead he got a can of 

florescent pink paint and drew a circle around 

each one.  

Once I asked you what the soul is, and you 

said, “That which you can never get away 

from.” Can you expand?  

Whenever the word for soul is used in the 

Bible, it’s the word for life, vitality. 

Existential for you. Never leaves. You can 

attempt to ignore it, suppress it, but you never 

succeed.  I tell him about an experience I had 

The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Short  
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huge whole faculty of imagination would 

take her. So far it has led her through vistas 

of home (she knows what it is to grow up in 

the atmosphere of a happy home), the body 

(“we should revere it more”), the soul (“it’s 

that thing inside that you can’t get away 

from”), imagination (“it’s not just inventing 

scenes and stories, it’s way bigger than 

that”), consciousness (she’s reading the 

physics of consciousness alongside her deep 

immersion in the Transcendentalists). 

Nobody knows where that huge whole 

faculty will go next. Describing her emergent 

design Nancy says, “The reader knows only 

what I know at any given moment.” 

The home she and her beloved Bill shared is 

a comfortable and hospitable place with lots 

of chairs for reading and lots of books. Her 

home reflects her hospitable personality. She 

loves coffee and stands before the coffee 

maker on her counter as one would stand 

before an altar. We wait as it produces its 

magic potion. It looks ready to me, but she 

says, “It has to beep first.” 

when I was eight of tadpoles in a spring. What 

words would you have had for that at that 

age?  I think the experience gave me the 

feeling that everything is ok, all right. That’s 

essential to a healthy soul. If you are a hater, 

you are not well. It seldom happens that if 

you’re a hater, you are healthy. 

I seldom have had such a transcendental 

experience in church.  

That isn’t what church is for. It’s for helping 

people to remember the real world, to know 

the real world. That’s why Jesus stands at the 

centre, his crucifixion and his rising. For 

coming to some understanding of the real 

world.  Belief is not for comfort. It’s for 

discovery. Remembering tadpoles in a spring.  

There are almost no examples in the Bible of 

such a transcendental experience happening in 

the church or temple. Once, maybe, when 

Isaiah said in the temple, I saw the Lord.  But 

few.  

Are you going to write a book?   

My son has been urging me to. But I can’t 

think of a format. When I write a sermon, I 

look up and see an apple tree loaded with 

apples. I just pick an apple off the tree. I have 

to have some focus. 

I give him some good advice. 

There was much more, and we could have 

gone on, but he had to go.  Thank you, Peter!   

Peter: Nancy Bauer at the age of 85 finds 

herself in the middle of a big project. It’s a 

writing project but she doesn’t think of it as a 

book. It began 6 years ago when a powerful 

question appeared in her mind: “I wonder, can 

I use the huge whole faculty of imagination?” 

Imagination is not new to her, she has written 

14 novels, but this became a project on a 

different scale.  

She started writing not knowing where the 

Nancy Bauer 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Bill and Nancy were married for 54 years. She 

dreams of him at night, his irrepressible 

humour and intelligence. Yet while she misses 

him more than ever her memories contribute 

to her inherently cheerful nature. “I had a very 

happy childhood” she says, “and I thought it 

was usual but as I got older, I saw around me 

more and more unhappy childhoods.” Not that 

her childhood was privileged - she remembers 

living in 9 houses over 9 years until her 

family was able to buy a house. 

One of those houses was across the street 

from a ball field. 8-year-old Nancy and her 

younger brother wanted badly to play ball but 

were reduced to watching morosely while 

others occupied the field. Then her inventive 

mother intervened. She made a batch of 

cookies which Nancy carried across the street 

for the players. Suddenly, and this is one of 

her most precious memories, she found 

herself standing inexplicably on first base in a 

glow of happiness. She didn’t remember how 

she got there nor what to do next. She just 

remembers the wonder and the magic of being 

there. For Nancy that experience is more holy 

than trite. She is in an ongoing intimate 

relationship with the transcendent. 

At the same time Nancy Bauer says she is 

constantly reminded of her vulnerability. She 

has survived serious illnesses, she uses a cane 

and she is acquainted with frailty. But then 

she says, “But I feel there’s still stuff to be 

done. There must be some life force in me that 

tells me I can still fix stuff and make things 

better for people. That is of the essence of 

me.” 

Nancy never writes about something or 

someone she has to criticize. It seems clear 

that this is not an indication of a naive 

sentimentality but the firm ground on which a 

grounded soul stands. 

☺Nancy Bauer and Peter Short 

The Lost Art of Scripture 

Rescuing the Sacred Texts                            

by Karen Armstrong 

The January issue of Broadview published an 

interview with Karen Armstrong, one of the 

world’s leading religious historians.  The 

focus was primarily on her latest book which 

deals with the scriptures of all the world’s 

major religions.  She was prompted to write 

the book, not only by her insatiable curiosity, 

but also by being deeply perturbed by the 

unintelligent way in which we read scripture 

today.  Our overt literal emphasis is causing 

Karen Armstrong 

(Peter and Nancy continued from page 9) 
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Brenda Murphy and Party.  The offering re-
ceived will be used by Canada’s Women’s 
Inter-Church Council for grants to aid wom-
en touched by injustice. 
  
A big thank you goes out to Rev Ellen Beair-
sto for her participation in the service and 
meeting and assisting the Lieutenant Gover-
nor. Thanks also goes out to Margaret Mac-
Donald for the music, to Steven Peacock for 
his help with the microphones, Craig Frame 
on the sound board, Arik Cornish for door 
and elevator duty, and our own Judy Luton 
for the posters. The service could not have 
happened without you. 
 
Our UCW prepared the food and set it out in 
a way that would tempt anyone at the recep-
tion following the service. Thank you to all 
who assisted or provided food. A special 
thanks goes to Irene Forbes and Nancy Gil-
bert, our representatives to the local Wom-
en’s Inter-Church Council for reading and 
organizing the event. 

 
Our spring Rummage Sale will be held on 
Friday, April 24 from 3:00 - 6:00 pm, and on 
Saturday, April 25 from 9:00 am until noon. 
Donations can be placed on gym stage. 
Please no TVs or electronics. All donations 
are gratefully accepted. 
 
The UCW completed a very successful 2019, 
having donated over $20,000 to various 
church and charitable causes. This would not 
be possible without the unfailing support of 
this congregation. A very heartfelt thank you 
to everyone who contributed their time, mon-
ey and talents, as well as food and any other 
way that you support us. 
 

☺Judy Pope 
Secretary 

so many unnecessary national and 

international problems across the globe. 

When asked about some of the consequences 

of a literal reading, she claimed that we get 

ridiculous ideas such as certain 

fundamentalist in the U.S. who want to 

revive the old Hebrew legislation of stoning 

disobedient children, or Saudi Arabia going 

back to the mores of 7th century Muslims 

such as the veiling of women. 

Even more consequences are mentioned in 

the blurbs on the book’s cover.  Today we 

see the Quran being used to justify war and 

terrorism, the Torah to deny Palestinians the 

right to live in the land of Israel, and the 

Bible to condemn homosexuality and 

contraception. 

The author, however, shows that this narrow 

reading of scripture is a relatively recent 

phenomenon.  For hundreds of years, these 

texts were used as spiritual tools.  Holy texts 

were seen as fluid and adaptable rather than 

a set of binding rules and “truth” that had to 

be believed. 

Armstrong argues that only by rediscovering 

an open engagement with their holy texts 

will the world’s religions be able to curtail 

arrogance, intolerance and violence. 

The Lost Art of Scripture is Armstrong’s 22nd 

book – ten of which I have in my library.  

All the other books are scholarly and 

enriching, but this one, I think, is the most 

comprehensive and scholarly.  Hence it is 

not an “easy read”.  However, I highly 

recommend it and hope that folks can muster 

the perseverance to delve into it deeply and 

with an open mind.  It includes a very 

helpful glossary, bibliography and copious 

notes. 

☺Georgina Baisley 

(UCW News continued from Page 7) 
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Wilmot’s ‘Care for the Earth with 

Love’ Visits NB Politicians 

A 2019 Lenten 

Study at Wilmot led 

to a presentation on 

Climate Change by 

NB environmental 

consultant, Carl 

Duivenvoorden.  

Many of the 40+ 

Wilmot attendees, 

then attended ‘after-

worship’ sessions 

throughout Lent to further explore our 

creedal commitment to “…live with respect 

in Creation”.  It was agreed to pursue five 

‘Climate Actions’ from the 2016 report by a 

Standing Committee of the Legislature, 

which might be most readily implemented.  

Wilmot Council approved letters to the 

government and other political parties 

requesting a meeting with each to discuss 

these five actions. 

To date, small groups of Wilmot volunteers 

have met with the Executive Director of the 

NB Government’s Climate Secretariat, and 

the leaders of the Green, New Democratic 

and People’s Alliance parties of New 

Brunswick. 

Each meeting began with Wilmot 

representatives introducing themselves with a 

brief personal history, including how they 

have arrived at their current concerns about 

climate change.   Given the varied ages, 

family make-up, gender, birth places, careers 

and interests of our folks, Lynn MacKinnon, 

Jacob Ebbett, Bethany Young, Kelly Ebbett, 

Craig Frame and Gail Wylie, the 

perspectives are rich!  This novel approach 

has generated a connection to our hosts that 

has unexpectedly opened doors of frankness 

and good humour and a willingness for 

mutual understanding and learning.  There 

was a recognition that no one ‘has all the 

answers’ and lots of new information was 

shared. 

Jacob’s participation also affected the tone of 

our meetings, a reminder to all that climate 

change will have greatest impact on the lives 

of our youth.  His clear questions were 

validated with nuanced clear responses.  His 

knowledge of the technical aspects of 

TESLA cars was of particular interest to all 

politicians!!!!  Two of them specifically 

complimented him: one on his ability to talk 

easily with adults and another who 

appreciated his creative thinking. 

So Jacob gets ‘the last word’! 

What’s important to me is electric cars, 

buses, public transportation and using 

renewable energy. But the main drawback to 

renewable energy is that it’s very hard to 

build your own solar panels or wind 

turbines.  

As I read in “The Guardian” (July 2017), 

there are 100 large companies who emit 71% 

of global emissions.  So we should be cutting 

down their emissions. 

The politicians were rather open with us, 

however the lack of action in government 

was said. 

 I felt we got our answers to most things, 
though some answers seemed inconclusive at 
first, then made sense when we talked to 
other parties. 

☺Gail Wylie 
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Annual Meeting 

February 23, 2020 
 

On February 23, 2020, 72 individuals gath-

ered in the gym for our Annual Meeting fol-

lowing a soup and sweets potluck lunch.  

Shirley Cleave and Terri MacLean were elect-

ed respectively as the chair and secretary for 

the meeting.   As has been our practice, we 

granted permission to vote for all those pre-

sent who were not formal members of the 

congregation.  We began by celebrating the 

year at Wilmot in 2019 by receiving the re-

ports from committees that had been submit-

ted for the Annual Report, remembering those 

who died in 2019, receiving the 2019 financial 

statement prepared by Daye Kelly, recogniz-

ing committee members who had finished 

their terms and thanking our staff for their 

work over the year.   

We then made a number of decisions to      

enable our mission in 2020.  We accepted the 

report of the Nominating Committee and not-

ed that there are still a number of vacancies.  

Anyone who is interested in serving on a   

committee is invited to contact a member of 

the Nominating Committee: Derek Ness, Ju-

dy Coates, or Shirley Cleave.   Peter Short 

and Ellen Beairsto are serving as our clergy 

team at the present as we prepare to call new 

clergy personnel.  Approval was given to the 

Council Executive to develop a slate for the 

Clergy Search Committee which will be pre-

sented to the congregation at a Special Con-

gregational meeting called for the purpose of 

approving the slate. 

We set the budget for givings to the local 

church, Mission and Service and capital pro-

jects at the same amounts as last year.  How-

ever, it is important to note that we didn’t 

quite meet our 2019 revenue goals in 2019 

for local church - 98% and for Mission and 

Service - 95%.  Also, our Benevolent givings 

only reached 85% of our target.   Our 2020 

revenue is projected to fall about $70,000 

short of covering our expenses. Without the 

addition of interest earned on our invest-

ments we would be in a dire financial posi-

tion. Fortunately, 2019 was a good year for 

investments and we have the available funds. 

However, that may not always be the case. In 

2018, Wilmot church actually saw a $50,000 

loss on our investments and the potential im-

pact of the corona virus pandemic on the 

world economy this year is unsettling. 2021 

will likely bring even higher expenses as we 

seek to call new ministers to replace our 

“retired” minister team and begin to look for 

ways to fund the 10-year project to repair our 

aging infrastructure.  Everyone is asked to 

prayerfully consider their support of the 

church for the coming year.   

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Following the regular business of the Annual 

Meeting, the draft report for the Visioning 

phase of the Wilmot Growing Together pro-

ject, which had been circulated in mid-

February, was presented.  The nine proposed 

New Initiatives were introduced and the pro-

cess for moving forward and approving Initia-

tives was explained.  We then moved into a 

workshop format consisting of nine discussion 

groups, one for each Initiative.  The discus-

sion groups were spread throughout the 

church and individuals had the opportunity to 

participate in up to three different discussions.  

Facilitators led each discussion and scribes 

recorded both supportive comments and reser-

vations.  At the end of each discussion, indi-

viduals were invited to indicate their willing-

ness to join a Development Group for the par-

ticular Initiative or to indicate that they were 

generally supportive of the Initiative.  Follow-

ing the discussions, individuals gathered in 

the gym and the facilitator or scribe from each 

group provided a brief summary of the con-

versations that had occurred. Further infor-

mation on the proposed New Initiatives and 

next steps in Wilmot Growing Together can 

be found in another article in this issue of 

Words from Wilmot. 

Before adjournment of the meeting, thanks 

were extended to those who submitted reports 

for the Annual Report, to the guests of the 

Saturday Drop In who set up the tables, to the 

UCW who hosted the lunch, to everyone who 

contributed to the pot-luck lunch, and to Ste-

ven Peacock for loaning his sound equipment 

and managing the sound throughout the meet-

ing so that everyone could hear. 

☺Shirley Cleave  

Children and Youth Corner 

Smiles, enthusiasm, joy, amazing listening 

skills and just plain fun continue to 

dominate our time together with the children 

and youth.  Looking back as 2019 was 

coming to a close, the children and youth’s 

participation in our Christmas Services was 

joyfully received. Plays, singing, speaking, 

dancing and of course the 4:00 Christmas 

Eve Service with a ‘live’ baby Jesus brought 

such special moments to our community of 

faith - including a tear or two. Although not 

everything is on podcast, their Christmas 

Concert is and certainly worth your time to 

tune in.     http://www.wilmotuc.nb.ca/

podcast/2019/podcast2019dec15.html 

Our Sunday morning routine has proven to 

be very effective. Storytime & singing 

during worship service is such a part of all 

of our worship experience (and the children 

are able to sing ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ so well 

and are working on the signing).  When you 

see them rushing out the door after our story 

time, they go to the Sunshine Room for our 

gathering time before heading off to our 

smaller groups. 

As I preach or ‘take a Sunday off’ every 

now and then, we have had a variety of folks 

step up to participate in the Sunday School 

Program for which I am very grateful. 

(Annual Meeting continued from page 13) 
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Jacqueline Young & Heather MacDonald 

are so faithful working with the Grades 1-5 

and often do the gathering time as well. 

Andrea Black & Debbie MacTavish take the 

lead for the younger ones. Thankfully, we 

have many, many other volunteers. Thank 

you! 

The Youth Class has seen John Leroux 

inspiring them to design an apartment for the 

Housing First Project, Greg Black sharing 

some of the stories of Cuba, Derek Ness 

helping them understand some techniques for 

coping with vision loss and Gordon 

Cameron talking to them about faithful living 

to name a few. We have discussed Biblical 

stories, world issues, climate change and 

other current issues. A number of our youth 

have also been part of a Confirmation Group. 

This group will be getting together with Peter 

(Short) and me over the coming weeks. 

In January, our Youth Group saw a boost in 

membership as they were joined by our 

Grade 5 students which has been a custom 

for a few years. After Christmas, those who 

are preparing to enter Middle School are 

invited to become part of the group. Great 

excitement. Over the past couple of months, 

the youth have helped out with the Pancake 

Supper, gone skating, swimming but most 

often met at the church for a variety of 

activities and always great conversations 

arise.  As has been mentioned so many times, 

our youth are busy – music, drama, sports 

and studies take up so much of their time. 

When possible, I try and take in some of their 

activities with as many youth as possible 

joining me.  

Volume 31 Issue 1 

Dereck Ness speaking to youth on     

coping with vision loss 

John Leroux inspiring youth to design an 

apartment for the Housing First Project  

Youth group helping out with pancake supper 

Enjoying the ice at Officer’s Square 
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Words from Wilmot  

is available in 

LARGE 

PRINT 

For those with 

impaired vision 

newsletters will be 

available on a limited 

basis for each issue. 

If you would like to 

receive the LARGE 

PRINT edition, 

please ask your 

Sunday Morning 

Welcomer. 

We ’re  on the  

web  at  

wilmotuc.nb .ca  

Have  you  

checked  

lately?  

Printed in Fredericton, New Brunswick, CANADA by The UPS Store 

Words from Wilmot  

The youth are looking forward to a 

number of activities in the coming 

months – one being Youth Forum / 

Intermediates at Conference to be 

held at the end of May in Sackville, 

NB.  

Those who are eligible to go to 

RendezVous 2020 in Calgary are in 

the process of registering. 

RendezVous will see hundreds of 

youth from across the United Church 

coming together from August 11 – 

14. These youth and their parents 

have met to talk about the upcoming 

adventure and all is well. We will 

keep you up-to-date.                                                                      

                                                                                                              

☺Blessings from Ellen and our 

children, youth & young adults  

 

 

 

February was filled with acts of 

kindness.  Each sticker = a 

thoughtful act 

Why is Reese Parker  

licking the beaters? 

Because she just finished making pavlova for her friend, five year 

Ben, for valentines. Ben is gluten and lactose intolerant so lots of 

extra love and care for our young chef.  


